STATE ENGINEER’S STATEMENT OF BASiS AND PURPOSE FOR RULES (FOVERNING THE
REVIEW OF A SUBSTITUTE WATER SUPPLY PLAN FOR THE LEASE, LLOAN, OR TRADE OF A
DECREED AGRICULTURAL WATER PROTECTION WATER RIGHT

This Statement of Basis and Purposes describes the legislation that directed
the State Engineer to enact these rules, the process that the State Engineer
employed in developing these rules, and explains the authority for and purpose of
each rule. Terms used in this Statement of Basis and Purpose that are defined in
Rule 2 have the same meaning as set forth in Rule 2.

I. Legislative Background

The Rules Governing the Review of a Substitute Water Supply Plan for the
Lease, Loan, or Trade of a Decreed Agricultural Water Protection Water Right
(“Rules”) were promulgated in accordance with House Bill 16-1228, applicable to
Water Divisions 1 and 2. House Bill 16-1228 created an-alternative-transfer
mechanism to simultaneously preserve ongoing irrigation by a water right and
provide-flexibthlity-to-lease a portion of that water right through—Fe-achteve-these-
endsHeouse-BiH-16-1228-set-ap a two-step process that involves the Water Court
and a substitute water supply plan. Senate Bill 24-197 expanded Agricultural
Water Protection Water Rightstire-Rutes to apply-te-all Water Divisions in the state,
and the existing Rules were amended in 2025 to support that statewide expansion.-

House Bill 16-1228 created a new type of water right called an Agricultural
Water Protection Water Right. To qualify, the owner of an absolute decreed
irrigation water right used for agricultural purposes in Water Divisions 1 or 2 must
first file a change-in-use application to change the water right to an Agricultural
Water Protection Water Right. Sections 37-92-305(4)(c) and (19), C.R.S.«263+6)*, set
the standards for a decree approving the change of use to the Agricultural Water
Protection Water Right. Of importance, during the change proceeding the applicant
does not need to prove a non-speculative need or designate the beneficial use for the
Agricultural Water Protection Water Right. However, and as required by section
37-92-305(4)(c), C.R.S., the decree that approves a change of the absolute decreed
irrigation water right to an Agricultural Water Protection Water Right must, at the
very least, quantify the historical diversions and historical consumptive use of the
absolute decreed irrigation water right, and quantify the return flows associated
with the historical use of the water right in time, place, and amount. Further, the
Change Decree must provide terms and conditions that prevent material injury to
other vested water rights and decreed conditional water rights.

The second step set-eut-im-House-Bil-46-1+228-requires that after the Change
Decree is entered, the Agricultural Water Protection Water Right owner may lease,
loan, or trade up to 50 percent of the historical consumptive use of the right, as




determined by the Change Decree, to another water user to divert at a different
decreed point of diversion. But, before the Agricultural Water Protection Water
Right can be diverted under the lease, loan, or trade, the water right owner must
obtain a substitute water supply plan from the State Engineer. The Rules govern
the State Engineer’s review and approval or denial of the substitute water supply
plan.

House Bill 16-1228 directed the State Engineer to promulgate the Rules
pursuant to the “State Engineer’s own rule-making process.” § 37-80-123(1)(a),
C.R.S. The State Engineer’s rule-making process is governed by Rule 6 of the
Procedural Rules for the Division of Water Resources, 2 CCR 402-5 (“Procedural
Rules”). As explained in this Statement of Basis and Purpose, in the Rules, and
pursuant to section 37-80-123(1), C.R.S., the Rules must include, among other
things, terms and conditions that the State Engineer may impose through an
approved substitute water supply plan and criteria that the State Engineer should
consider in reviewing a substitute water supply plan. Section 37-80-123, C.R.S., was
not modified by Senate Bill 24-197, and therefore, the State Engineer followed this
direction for the Rules amendment in 2025.

Section 37-92-308(12)(c) provides that a substitute water supply plan
approval must comply with conditions set forth in section 37-92-305(19)(b), C.R.S.,
conditions developed by the State Engineer in these Rules, and terms and
conditions of the applicant’s decreed Agricultural Water Protection Water Right.
Further, according to the same subsection, the substitute water supply plan
approval must “quantify the portion of the historical consumptive use of the water
right to be leased, loaned, or traded” and quantify the associated return flows; and
provide terms and conditions for the use of the water right, including the return
flow obligations in time, place, and amount.? Finally, the substitute water supply
plan approval must, in accordance with the Change Decree, allow delivery of an
amount of the quantified historical consumptive use portion of the Agricultural
Water Protection Water Right.

The substitute water supply plan review and approval, as governed by the
Rules, will not requantify any amounts included in the Change Decree; nor will the
substitute water supply plan supersede any part of the Change Decree. The Rules

% This additional quantification by the State Engineer is necessary and was likely included in the
Rules’ requirements because the decree that changes the water right to an Agricultural Water
Protection Water Right may not give a quantification of historical consumptive use and return flow
obligations for each percentage amount that will conceivably be leased, loaned, or traded (somewhere
between zero and 50 percent). While the quantification may potentially require only simple
multiplication, it should be verified.
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provide that the State Engineer must evaluate information that is submitted to
determine compliance with the Change Decree and apply terms and conditions to
prevent injury under the operation of the substitute water supply plan. As such,
the Rules are intended to meet the minimum requirements specifically set out by
the statutes.

I1. Rules Planning and Stakeholder Process
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The State Engineer completed a stakeholder process for the original Rules in
2017 and an addltlonal stakeholder process in 2025 n response to Senate B111

Rui-esmeee*d-&nee*&bh—Semﬁe—BﬂiéH—%—%m—BG% In 2025 Gchanges were made
to reflect the expansion of the Rules from Divisions 1 and 2 to Divisions 3 through 7.
These changes were presented to the public in a series of hybrid stakeholder
meetings in each division from July through October of 2025. Feedback received
during these meetings was incorporated into the Rules, changing #he-reeuirerrents-
of-Rules 3.1.8, Rude=3.1.9, and Rede-6.2.2.

Following the final stakeholder meeting in 2025, the State Engineer sent the
final draft of the Rules to the substitute water supply plan notification lists for

Water Divisions 1 through 7, with an an-explanation-of-the-reasons-for-the-changes-
reftected-r-the-frrat-dratt-amd-am-invitation for final comments to the Rules.
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III. Rules Description

Rule 1: Rule 1 states the limits of the applicability of the Rules.

Rule 2: Rule 2 provides the definitions for terms used throughout the Rules.
Many of the definitions provided in this Rule were established in House Bill
16-1228 and exist in statute. These definitions are stated in Rule 2 for clarity and
consistency. One of the major changes in the Rules, which resulted from the public
meeting and comment process, was to define the term “Lease Water” in Rule 2.6.
Initially, this term had been “Subject Water,” but that term was found to be
ambiguous and confusing.

Rule 3: Rule 3 describes requirements for information to be included in any
substitute water supply plan application and, as directed by section
37-80-123(1)(b)(II), C.R.S., criteria the State Engineer will consider in reviewing all
applications. The State Engineer’s intent is that much of the information included
in the application will be information found in the Change Decree but will be
necessary in the application to provide a complete picture of the proposed operation.
This criteria was revised following feedback from stakeholders, allowing water
users to pursue alternate irrigation methods and/or various fallowing schemes for
the proposed operation. =

As required by section 37-92-308(12)(c), C.R.S., Rule 3.2 lists the criteria that
the State Engineer will consider in reviewing an application for a substitute water
supply plan submitted in accordance with Rule 3.1. =

Rule 4: As required by section 37-80-123(1)(b)(I), C.R.S., Rule 4 describes the
terms and conditions that the State Engineer may impose on substitute water
supply plan approvals pursuant to these Rules. Sections 37-92-308(12)(c)(VI) and
(VII), C.R.S., specifically require substitute water supply plan terms and conditions
for the use of Lease Water, including the return flow obligations in time, place, and
amount that prevent material injury to other vested water rights and decreed
conditional water rights and allow delivery to the Point of Diversion. Rule 4 makes
clear that all terms and conditions of the Change Decree apply to the substitute
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water supply plan. Rule 4 requires that all substitute water supply plan terms and
conditions shall be consistent with the Change Decree to the extent the Change
Decree addresses any aspect of the operation. If a conflict arises between the
Change Decree and the substitute water supply plan, the terms and conditions of
the Change Decree supersede any conflicting Standard Terms and Conditions or
other conflicts between the substitute water supply plan and the Change Decree.

The Standard Terms and Conditions listed in Rule 4.1 will be a part of every
substitute water supply plan approval issued pursuant to the Rules unless the Final
Decision expressly changes or removes one of the Standard Terms and Conditions.
The Standard Terms and Conditions were drafted in a manner that the State
Engineer reasonably expects will be relevant and applicable to every substitute
water supply plan approved pursuant to these Rules. However, the Standard
Terms and Conditions are in no way intended to limit the additional terms and
conditions that the State Engineer may impose as necessary to administer the
substitute water supply plan and to prevent injury based on the specific operation of
each plan pursuant to Rule 4.2. § 37-92-308(12)(c)(VI), C.R.S. In addition, Rule 4.3
provides that the State Engineer may impose terms and conditions submitted by
parties who comment on the application consistent with section 37-92-308(12)(b)(II),
C.R.S.

Rule 5: Rule 5 sets forth the information that the State Engineer must include

1n any approval or denial of an application for a substitute water supply plan as
required by 37-92-308(12)(b)(II), C.R.S.

Rule 6: Rule 6 satisfies the requirements of section 37-80-123(1)(b)(IV), C.R.S.,
that the Rules provide procedures for the State Engineer to reconsider a decision
regarding approval or denial of an application. Rule 6 also satisfies the
requirements of section 37-92-308(12)(h), C.R.S., to describe the substitute water
supply plan appeal process. The State Engineer created a two-step process to
address the need for reconsideration as well as appeal of a substitute water supply
plan approval or denial. First, as explained in Rule 6.1, the State Engineer will
issue an Initial Decision and allow 14 days for any party to provide additional
information and ask the State Engineer to reconsider the Initial Decision.
Following the 14 days, if no reconsideration request is made, or following review of
any reconsideration request, the State Engineer will issue a separate Final Decision
either approving or denying the application. Once the Final Decision is issued, the
Final Decision may be appealed in accordance with Rule 6.2 to the Water Court
under the case number for the Change Decree. In order to appeal the Final
Decision, the appellate must have been an SWSP Party or previously requested
reconsideration during the process.
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Rule 7: Rule 7 satisfies the requirements of section 37-80-123(1)(b)(V), C.R.S.,
that the State Engineer track substitute water supply plans in a publicly available
database. Rule 7.1 explains that the State Engineer will utilize the existing
substitute water supply plan database to track plans pursuant to these Rules. The
existing database will be modified as necessary to track the lists of information
required by Rule 7.2.

Rule 8: Rule 8 provides that if any particular Rule is found to be invalid by a
court, the remaining Rules will continue to be in effect.
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