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Interpreting Division One Calls 
shown on the Internet



Typical Call

South Platte River

Burlington Ditch 11-20-1885 
(Admin. No. 13108.00000)



Typical Bypass Call
• 8-8-2006 Jay Thomas Ditch bypass call 

from Fulton Ditch (Fulton taking 120 cfs, 
79.7 of 1865, and 40 of 74 cfs 1876 right)

South Platte River

Fulton (WD ID 0200808,                   
7-8-1876 Admin. No. 9686.00000)

Jay Thomas Ditch (WD ID 
0200826, 6-1-1865 Admin. No. 
5631.00000)

Burlington (11-20-1885 
Admin. No. 13108.00000)



We often use bypass calls so that we 
maximize the use and assure the user 
with the senior rights get their water. A 
bypass exists when a user may only 
divert a portion of its appropriation 

under its priority and must bypass the 
remainder of the water. Instead of the 

word bypass, some people use the 
words “swing ditch” to indicate what the 

ditch is that can divert a portion of its 
priority and pass the remainder.



Fields on Internet Site
• Call Type - Mainstem
• Start Date - 2006-08-08 08:00
• End Date - Active
• Water Source - South Platte River
• WDID – 200826
• Structure Name – Jay Thomas Ditch
• Appro Date – 1876-07-08
• Admin No. – 9686.00000
• Decreed Amt – 74.25 cfs
• Districts Affected – 2, 7, 8, 9, 80, 23
• Comments: Bypass Call From 0200808 – Fulton Ditch



DOES A CALL AFFECT MY 
WATER RIGHT – WHAT YOU 

NEED TO KNOW
Key 1:  If the water right with the call is 
downstream and senior to your structure, it 
calls you out.  Use the “Structure Name”
column to determine the structure calling.
Key 2:  The further you go downstream, the 
more junior the call.
Key 3:  Do not depend on the districts affected 
column on the Internet.
Key 4:  Depend on administration number not 
the appropriation date to determine a water 
rights priority.



DOES A CALL AFFECT MY 
WATER RIGHT WHAT YOU NEED 

TO KNOW (continued)

• Must know what water district your 
structure is in.

• Must know what structures are in your 
district that are downstream of your 
structure.

• Must know what water districts are below 
your structure and in what order.



DOES A CALL AFFECT MY 
WATER RIGHT WHAT YOU NEED 

TO KNOW (continued)

• Look downstream in district where your 
structure is located, is there a call senior to 
your structure?

• If not, then look in first water district 
downstream of district your structure is in, 
is there a call senior to your structure?

• Continue down the river looking at calls in
different districts downstream of your 
structure. 



75057.000001863-11-05COLO AG D700549CLEAR 
CREEK

2006-08-31 
08:00

BYPASS CALL FROM 0200802 -
BURLINGTON D RIVER HG

2,7,8,9,8
0,23

13108.000001885-11-20JAY THOMAS 
DITCH

200826SOUTH 
PLATTE 

2006-08-29 
08:00

BYPASS CALL FROM 6400530 -
SPRINGDALE DITCH

64,1,2,3,
4,5,6

13349.000001886-07-19STERLING IRR 
CO DITCH 1

6400528SOUTH 
PLATTE 

2006-08-29 
08:00

BYPASS CALL FROM 6400515 -
HARMONY DITCH 2

6417290.000001897-05-03HARMONY 
DITCH 1

6400511SOUTH 
PLATTE 

2006-08-17 
08:00

641897-06-14SOUTH PLATTE 
RIVER 
COMPACT

6499999SOUTH 
PLATTE 

2006-05-04 
08:00

Set CommentsDistricts 
Affected

Admin NoAppro
Date

Structure 
Name

WDIDWater 
Source

Start Date

Partial List of Calls in Division 1 
on 8-31-2006
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Weld

Park

Yuma

Larimer

Logan

Washington

Elbert Kit Carson

Adams

Morgan

Douglas

Boulder

Lincoln

Phillips

Arapahoe
Jefferson

Cheyenne

Sedgwick

Teller

Clear Creek

Gilpin

Denver

El Paso

NUNN

WRAY
YUMA

DENVER
BENNETT

GREELEY

HOLYOKE

FLAGLER

BOULDER

SEDGWICK

STERLING

ESTES PARK

KEENESBURG

CASTLE ROCK

FORT MORGAN

FORT COLLINS

WOODLAND PARK

1

65

3

49

64

8

2

4

23

7

5

6

80

9

48

76
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State of Colorado, Division of Water Resources, Division 1, South Platte River Drainage.

1978 Water 
Right

Colo
Ag

Jay 
Thomas

Sterling 
No. 1 Compact




