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SUBJECT: Filing fees for Changes of Well Ownership and Mailing address 

Effective immediately there will be no charge for filing Change of Ownership/Address requests 
(Form No. GWS-11) with the Division of Water Resources. 

This policy shall only be modified or revoked in writing. 

HDS/SPUjmg 

~d.4-
Hal D. Simpson 
State Engineer 
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CONSIDERATIONS AND BACKGROUND FOR POLICY MEMO #93-3 

The Division has historically charged a one dollar fee for filing a change in ownership/address 
(previously known as an amendment of existing record) for a well permit. The manpower and 
operating cost associated with obtaining and processing this fee is far more costly than the 
benefit and, in the case of replacement permits, the delay in returning documents for the fee 
causes delays in processing the replacement permit application. More efficiency is required. 

DISCUSSION 

There is no specific statutory authority for requiring the filing of changes in well ownership 
or mailing address nor a statute that requires the State Engineer to collect a fee for such filings. 
Although charging a fee for processing such documents is not unreasonable considering the 
costs of document handling and computer data base management, a one dollar fee seems 
irrelevant. 

Effective administration of water wells requires knowledge of well ownership and it is in the 
best interest of the Division of Water Resources to encourage well owners to keep us advised of 
their mailing addresses. Charging a fee does not encourage the filing of such changes, and no 
other method of getting such information currently is authorized by the statutes. 

Although there are no previous policies to support the reason the $1 fee has been charged, 
it is believed to be a carry over from the days prior to 1957 well permit legislation when owners 
of wells and other water diversion structures could file map filings with this office as evidence of 
water rights. Although such statutes have long since been deleted, and research would be 
tedious and such statute not necessarily applicable to wells, it was believed that a $1 fee was 
required for changing that type of record. 

The staff finds it cumbersome to send back ownership/address change filings not accom
panied by the $1 fee, and service to the public is decreased by this activity. The state realizes 
no significant financial benefit from the fee since the mailing and other cost associated with the 
send backs offsets the total amount received. 

Eliminating the requirement to submit the fee would not have a fiscal impact to the Division 
since the fee is paid to the general fund, and there would be no increased costs to the Division 
although a small savings in return mailing costs would occur. The overall effect on General Fund 
would be small since we currently receive only a few hundred amendments annually. 

SOLUTION 

Three options appear to be available. 

1. Continue to require the $1 filing fee. 

2. Request the legislature to require filing changes and establish a higher fee that would 
offset all direct and indirect costs of the service. 
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3. Discontinue the requirement to submit the $1 fee and encourage well owners to file 
such changes. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The third option appears to be the most workable, since our experience with option 1 
indicates there is a problem and our experience indicates that the likelihood of obtaining 
legislative approval of option 2 is small. The third option would be easy to implement and would 
be a boost to our public image and office efficiency. 
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