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8th warmest year on record statewide
6 of our top eight years have occurred since 2010
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2nd driest calendar year on record



Climate divisions defined by Dr. Klaus Wolter of 
NOAA's Climate Diagnostic Center in Boulder, CO
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Reservoir and Soils Update





















Current Sea Surface 
Temperature Pattern

• La Niña in 
effect

• Winter not 
behaving like 
a La Niña 

• Signal 
Waning



La Niña? Are You Sure?



La Niña? Are You Sure?







8-14 Day Outlook



FMA Outlook (warm/dry favored to continue)



March-May Outlooks: La Niña springs aren’t 
often wet





Peak Snowpack Projection 20-80th

percentile range

44

• Snowpack likely 
to peak well 
below normal

• This does not 
cover the true 
range of 
variability

• More variability 
in southern 
basins

• The seasonal 
forecast leads us 
to expect 
numbers closer 
to the low end of 
the range
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Colorado Basin River Forecast 
Center

CBRFC favors 
additional 
streamflow 
reductions based 
on dry fall soils



Takeaways
• Colorado remains firmly in the clutches of drought. 

Impacts to this point have been largely agricultural and 
ecological, but the hydrologic impacts may be imminent

• December was fairly normal, but January has reverted to 
warm and dry. Current snowpack is well on the low end 
of normal with some immediate relief in sight for the 
southern Rockies

• We remain in a La Niña pattern, but this La Niña has not 
been typical. La Niña in winter is supposed to be a good 
thing for NW CO snowpack

• La Niña springs tend to lean dry, and rarely see a wet 
extreme

• We should be prepared for a low runoff year



Colorado Climate Center
Thanks, and let’s keep in touch!

Peter Goble – peter.goble@colostate.edu
Russ Schumacher – russ.Schumacher@colostate.edu
Becky Bolinger – becky.bolinger@colostate.edu
Zach Schwalbe – zach.Schwalbe@colostate.edu

Viewing this, and previous WATF Briefings: 
http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html


