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TO:   Colorado Water Conservation Board Members  
 
FROM:  Anna Mauss, Chief Operating Officer 
 
DATE:   May 20, 2020 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM:  2. Diane Hoppe Memorial Scholarship  

  
 
 
 
Staff Recommendation  
Staff recommends the Board approve a $2,000 scholarship to Student 3.  

 
Introduction 
The Colorado Water Conservation Board administers the Diane Hoppe Memorial Scholarship, 
which is a $2,000 one-year scholarship for a Colorado high school student interested in western 
water issues planning to attend a public institution of higher education in Colorado. 
 
Diane Hoppe was appointed to the CWCB as the South Platte Basin representative in 2012, and she was 
elected chairwoman of the board in 2015. Diane passed away on February 27, 2016. Her family worked 
with the Colorado Water Conservation Board to establish this scholarship in her honor.  

In addition to serving on the board, Diane Hoppe served in the Colorado House of 
Representatives from 1999-2006 and was the chairwoman of the House Agriculture, Livestock & 
Natural Resources Committee, the Water Interim Committee, and the Water Resources Review 
Committee. She also served as the minority whip. Diane was a founding member of the 
Colorado Foundation for Water Education and served as president from 2002-07. 
 
Students who will be graduating from high school in the spring of 2020 and are planning to 
attend a trade school, technical school, community college, or a four-year accredited college 
in Colorado are eligible to apply for the scholarship. 
 
Staff received five applications for the Diane Hoppe Memorial Scholarship. In an effort to 
protect the privacy of minors, the applicants are referred to as a student number for this 
memo. 
  
Applicants 
 
Student 1 
Student 1 attends Buena Vista High School and plans to attend Colorado School of Mines to study 
Environmental Engineering or Computer Science.  

His recent accomplishments include earning his school’s Academic Award for consistent high grades 
every semester of high school and qualifying for the state wrestling tournament. His interests include 
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the Arkansas River and climate change. His letters of recommendation all note a strong work ethic, 
leadership skills, and academic excellence. 

Student 2 
Student 2 attends McClave High School and listed his top school choices as: Colorado State University, 
West Texas A&M, and Colorado State University – Pueblo. He plans to spend a year working as a State 
Future Farmers of America Officer and then plans to study Civil Engineering to become a Water 
Resources Engineer. 
 
His recent accomplishments include winning the Colorado State Farm and Agribusiness Management 
Championship and representing Colorado at the FFA National Convention. He also holds every school 
record as a distance runner at his high school. His letter of recommendation highlights his involvement 
across activities and sincere interest in all things agriculture.   
 
Student 3 
Student 3 attends Green Mountain High School in Lakewood and plans to attend Colorado State 
University. He plans to study Ecosystem Science and Sustainability and Landscape Architecture with the 
objective of helping to address western water issues with a focus on water conservation, watershed 
restoration, and creating resilient communities.   
 
His recent accomplishments include completion of the Outdoor Leadership Program at Warren Tech 
trade school and graduating near the very top of his class. For two years, he has been a volunteer for 
Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado’s youth leadership team. He has also collaborated with Colorado 
Alliance for Environmental Education and the Colorado Youth Corps Association as part of the 
Environmental Careers Young Leaders Team. His many letters of recommendation note his intelligence, 
enthusiasm for learning, numerous volunteer activities, and commitment to leadership in natural 
resource programs. 
 
Student 4 
Student 4 attends Middle Park High School in Granby. She listed her top school choices as: Princeton 
University, Duke University, and University of North Carolina. She plans to get a Bachelor of Arts degree 
and become a writer to educate others through her storytelling and raising awareness on issues using 
narratives to get people to ask questions. 
 
She graduated at the top of her class. Her recent accomplishments include working particularly hard to 
get an A in AP Physics, overcoming stress and anxiety, and continuing to play goalkeeper for her soccer 
team despite a tough season. Her letters of recommendation both reiterate her academic strengths and 
her authentic character. 
 
Student 5 
Student 5 attends Buena Vista High School and plans to attend Western State Colorado. He plans to 
study Wildlife Biology. 
 
His recent accomplishments include being voted homecoming king, receiving an optimist award 
(twice), and winning first in show for his industrial woods project. He has worked the past five 
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summers for a family-owned excavation company.  His letters of support mention his academic success 
and his contribution to the local community through volunteer work.   
 
Discussion 
While every applicant has an impressive resume, staff is recommending Student 3 because of his 
academic standing, motivation to work hard, passion for natural resources, efforts to become a leader 
at a young age, goals for the future, and the commendations in the letters of support. 
 
Attachments: Applications  

 





 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
Dear   Scholarship   Selection   Committee,  
 
It   is   my   pleasure   to   recommend       a   senior   at   McClave   High   School,   for   this  
scholarship   opportunity.   I   have   known     for   six   years,   as   his   school   counselor   and  
classroom   teacher.   During   this   time,   I   have   found     to   be   a   respectful   young   man   who   is  
always   willing   to   lend   a   helping   hand   when   needed.  
 

   has   been   involved   in   several   activities   in   high   school.   He   has   a   sincere   interest   in   all  
things   agriculture.   He   is   actively   involved   in   FFA   and   4H.   He   is   a   role   model   for   younger  
agriculture   students.   In   addition,     is   also   involved   in   several   varsity   sports.   He   plays  
football,   basketball,   and   runs   track,   where   he   holds   four   different   school   records.   He   is   a   leader  
among   these   teams   where   younger   players   respect   him   and   look   up   to   him.   In   addition   to  
extracurricular   activities,     is   an   excellent   student   academically.   He   has   successfully   taken  
several   college-level   classes   while   in   high   school.   His   test   scores   are   above   the   state   average  
and   he   has   a   solid   3.3   GPA.  
 

   is   open-minded.   As   the   school   counselor,   I   wanted   to   start   a   RAKtivist   (Random   Acts   of  
Kindness   Activists)   Club   at   McClave   JH/HS.     was   the   first   student   to   step   up   and  
volunteer   to   be   a   leader   among   the   group.   He   is   one   of   a   small   group   of   students   who   meets   at  
7   am   once   a   month   to   participate   in   selfless   activities   for   others.     is   active   with  
suggestions   and   follows   through   with   monthly   planned   kindness   activities.   I   believe    
wants   to   genuinely   make   a   positive   impact   on   others'   lives.   
 

   is   a   kind   young   man   that   will   be   missed   next   year.   I   do   not   doubt   that   he   will   be  
successful   in   his   future   endeavors.   Please   consider   him   for   this   scholarship   opportunity.   I   would  
be   happy   to   visit   with   you   about     Thank   you   for   your   consideration.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mel����   Gob��  
 
Melissa   Goble  
McClave   School   Counselor  
melissa.goble@mcclaveschool.org  
(719)   829-4517  

 



 
1.   There   is   one   thing   that   I   have   always   wanted   to   do,   serve   as   a   Colorado   State   FFA  

Officer.   Ever   since   I   was   exposed   to   the   National   Future   Farmers   of   America   Organization   I  
always   knew   that   I   wanted   to   give   back   and   experience   the   life   of   a   State   FFA   Officer.   Once   I  
have   given   a   year   of   service   to   better   the   lives   of   7,100   Colorado   FFA   members   I   plan   to   attend  
West   Texas   A&M   University   to   pursue   a   degree   in   Civil   Engineering.   I   chose   a   degree   in   Civil  
Engineering   because   it   perfectly   aligns   with   my   career   goals   and   interests.   I   have   always   had   a  
passion   for   designing,   building   and   figuring   out   how   certain   objects   and   machines   work.  
Engineering   will   be   a   great   career   for   me   because   I   know   that   I   will   enjoy   my   job   and   I   know  
that   I   will   benefit   the   lives   of   others   in   the   process.   My   ultimate   goal   is   to   become   a   Water  
Resources   Engineer.   Water   is   a   vital   resource   in   Colorado   and   it   is   also   a   resource   that   is   being  
depleted   extremely   fast.   By   2050   the   Arkansas   river   will   be   33%   smaller   than   it   is   today.   This   is  
a   huge   issue   that   every   industry   in   Colorado   is   facing.   Becoming   a   water   engineer   will   be   my  
way   of   doing   my   part.   Through   conservation,   safety,   and   technology   I   will   utilize   my   Civil  
Engineering   degree   to   help   combat   the   water   issues   that   Colorado   is   facing.   

 
2.    The   first   accomplishment   I’m   proud   of   is   winning   the   Colorado   State   Farm   and  

Agribusiness   Management   Championship   for   FFA.   Three   members   of   my   local   FFA   chapter  
prepared   for   months   to   compete.    We   won   the   district   competition   and   then,   the   state  
competition.    Furthermore,   we   represented   Colorado   FFA   at   the   National   FFA   competition   where  
we   achieved   the   silver   award.    This   was   very   meaningful   because   I   had   to   work   with   a   team   of  
people   to   accomplish   this   goal   and   it   was   very   prestigious   to   represent   my   state   at   the   National  
Convention.    I   also   enjoyed   learning   about   agribusiness   and   I   know   it   was   an   investment   in   my  
future   goals.  

 
The   second   accomplishment   I   found   important   was   serving   on   the   State   FFA   Officer  

Nominations   Committee.     I   was   chosen   out   of   a   pool   of   forty   other   highly   qualified   FFA  
members.   My   team   of   eight   other   members   met   in   June   of   2019   to   interview,   score   and   assess   the  
state   officer   candidates.   This   was   an   extremely   rewarding   experience   to   be   a   part   of.   Being  
chosen   from   Colorados   7,200   FFA   members   was   a   huge   accomplishment   but,   serving   those   same  
7,200   members   by   electing   the   state   officers   was   an   even   greater   feat.   

 
Becoming   McClave   High   Schools   best   distance   runner   is   not   an   easy   task.   I   currently  

hold   every   school   record   for   distance   events   in   track,   these   consist   of   the   800m,   1600m,   3200m,  
and   the   4x800m.   I   accomplished   this   by   being   driven   by   my   competitiveness   and   training   hard  
during   and   after   track   practice.   This   being   my   senior   season   to   run   track,   I   cannot   break   any  
more   records.   I   do   plan   to   add   to   my   list   of   achievements   by   becoming   a   state   champion   in   track  
this   year,   I   will   do   this   by   using   the   same   principles   I   used   to   break   my   records.   

 

 



3.    Throughout   my   FFA   and   high   school   career   I   have   developed   a   huge   interest   in   water  
issues.   FFA   and   water   have   had   a   huge   impact   on   my   future   career   plans.   Water   Resource  
Management   was   a   career   path   that   was   suggested   throughout   some   career   path   assessing   I   did   in  
my   senior   seminar   class.    I   also   happened   to   draw   water   issues   for   a   few   of   my   extemporaneous  
speaking   contests.    These   situations   caused   me   to   research   agricultural   water   issues   and   sparked  
an   interest   in   this   field   of   study.    My   community   faces   several   water   problems   that   have   to   deal  
with   the   Arkansas   River.   With   my   love   of   figuring   out   how   things   work,   help   from   my   family,  
and   experiences   in   my   hometown   I   have   chosen   to   major   in   Civil   Engineering.   With   this   degree   I  
plan   to   become   a   water   resources   engineer.   When   I   graduate   college   I   can   utilize   my   skill   set   to  
combat   the   water   issues   that   Colorado   faces.   

 
4.   My   personal   choice   for   a   university   to   call   home   is   CSU   Fort   Collins.   However,   one   of  

my   goals   is   to   graduate   college   debt   free   or   almost   debt   free.   CSU   is   a   very   expensive   university  
to   attend.   If   I   receive   enough   financial   aid   through   scholarships   I   will   attend   CSU   but,   if   I   do   not  
receive   enough   aid   to   reach   my   goal   I   will   be   attending   West   Texas   A&M   University   to   pursue  
my   degree   in   civil   engineering.   CSU   is   a   great   place   to   attend   and   I   love   the   campus   but   in   the  
long   run   I   will   choose   the   university   that   best   aligns   with   my   goals.   
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Prompt 1: My dream career is to be an author. Ever since I was in elementary 
school, books have been an integral part of my life. I credit them as a major factor in 
making me the person I am today. I’ve always been creative, and as early as second 
grade I began to channel that impulse into writing. I still find my old books made of 
folded construction paper scattered around the house every time spring cleaning rolls 
around. 

I believe a good book can change the world. Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring 
sparked the Environmental Movement. 1984 warns of the dangers totalitarian 
governments pose. On a smaller scale, millions of people can say a book changed their 
life. I began reading when my mom refused to pronounce Hermione properly, and I 
decided to just read the book myself. Harry Potter and the Sorceror’s Stone  was the 
catalyst that brought me from below grade-level reading to reading over 500 pages a 
day during the summers. 

My ultimate goal is to write a world-changing book. At the very least, I want to 
inspire a few people to do better and be better. If my work inspired one person to stand 
up to a bully or be a good friend, that would be enough. If one person took a shorter 
shower or skipped a lawn watering, I could say I made a difference. 

On a personal level, the writing field calls me because of freedom. It allows 
unlimited creativity. Stories aren’t confined to the laws of physics; characters can fly, 
and magic can be real. With new formats of storytelling being developed frequently 
writing is no longer confined to even just pages. There’s room for innovation in both the 
story and delivery method. Being an author no longer means simply writing books; it 
means creating a narrative. This is the ultimate freedom, where even the tools used to 
create and share can be molded to fit an author’s desires. 

In college, I intend to learn as much as I can about everything I can. If I’m going 
to weave a story surrounding the environmental dangers the world is facing, I want to be 
able to back it up with education. The same principle goes for whatever themes I 
choose to incorporate. I want to be knowledgeable in the fields I’m dealing with to avoid 
spreading misinformation. The best way for me to do that is to get a quality higher-level 
education where I can explore different fields of study, water being among them. 

As an adult, I intend to put my education to use. I intend to be a voice for the 
voiceless. I want to put issues into compelling narratives that raise awareness and 
make people ask questions. Protests get news coverage, but stories find homes in 
people’s minds and hearts. If people begin to think about the issues, then the world 
begins to change. I can spread what I’ve learned in formats that are easier to consume, 
and cheaper, than college-level classes. 

Ultimately, my career goal is to pioneer the changes I want to see in the world 
through an outlet that works for me. Storytelling has been that outlet since I learned to 
write. I’ve felt its impacts personally and seen them on wider scales. I believe a 
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well-written narrative can change the world. With the proper education, I can be the 
person whose name appears in history books as the founder of a movement. I could 
also be the person who someone says wrote the book that changed their life. Either 
way, I will have made a difference. 
 
Prompt 2: One important personal accomplishment has been going to therapy For 
years, I’ve let myself suffer from severe stress and anxiety because I was refusing to 
admit it was real. In the last year, I’ve begun seeing a therapist to learn ways to manage 
that. In that time, my stress and anxiety levels have halved. I believe mental health is 
important, and I’m proud that I’ve been able to pay attention to my own. 

An important academic accomplishment was getting an A in my AP Physics 
class. The teacher is one of the strictest in the school. Most students, when asked about 
the class, will say its the most difficult. Since Freshman year, another student and I 
have been neck and neck for the highest grades. If I had gotten anything below an A in 
AP Physics, I would have lost the race. I studied for hours and managed to pull through 
on the final, getting an A in the class and earning my spot as the top student in the 
grade. 

My third accomplishment has been not quitting soccer. During my senior year of 
high school, we could barely cobble together a soccer team. The grade in front of me 
had a team full of talented girls. The coaches doted on them, giving them all the 
attention at practice and during games. As a result, most girls in the grades below them 
quit soccer.  After the bulk of the team graduated, the few who remained were left with 
their legacy: We were playing U19 in the Elite League, and we had to have middle 
schoolers on our team. 

As one of two seniors and the only goalkeeper, I knew it was going to be a 
challenging season. In the first game, I blocked shot after shot, each more jarring than 
the last. It was impossible to save them all. We lost every game so badly I stopped 
keeping track of the score. It often felt like I had no team. After I punted the ball, it would 
come back so quickly I thought I was the only one of my team on the field. After rough 
hits and nearly breaking an arm, part of me just wanted to quit like the rest of the 
seniors. Even though I loved the game, I wanted to quit because we weren’t doing well. 
Instead, I stuck it out. Now, with the coronavirus canceling much of my high school 
season, I’m incredibly glad I stuck through the devastating club season. I treasure every 
minute of that season, even when I was crying and clutching an injured arm, because I 
know how lucky I was to have it. My accomplishment wasn’t winning a season, it was 
playing my best through every second I could.  
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Prompt 3: I grew up in Grand County, Colorado. Only a few miles from the headwaters 
of the Colorado River, water rights and watersheds were topics we learned very early 
on. I remember field trips to Grand Lake where I memorized a list of water facts for a 
trivia competition. I remember during a drought learning to conserve water by not 
watering the lawn, even down to minimizing how often the toilet flushed. Now, looking 
around, it seems like the water is unlimited; however, I am still aware the Colorado 
River rarely reaches the sea. 

My family gets our water from a well. As such, we are heavily concerned with 
groundwater quality. Pollutants travel quickly and easily in groundwater. With the 
beetle-kill epidemic, groundwater quality was a major factor in the decision to spray 
trees our not. 

More recently, in my AP Environmental Science class, we’ve been discussing 
water issues. We discussed the Grand Ditch and how nearly 50% of the water in Grand 
County is diverted to the front range. We discussed the water law that allows this and I 
remembered the discussions about it when I was no more than ten. I started to wonder 
what intricacies we were glossing over in the name of time. Had my family been 
conserving water due to a call on the river? How much control over the river do senior 
water rights have? I became interested in water law and different facets of it. I’ve 
become interested in being a water lawyer. Being a lawyer has always been an option 
for me, but specifically being a water lawyer has recently come to the front of my 
thoughts. 
 
Prompt 4: I am currently undecided about my future major. There are a lot of issues 
that are very important to me, water being one of them. My intent is to get a base level 
education in as many of these issues as I can before making a final decision. Water is 
an incredibly important resource. It’s necessary for human life. Unfortunately, some 
people don’t have access to clean water. It’s an issue I care very much about. While I 
am undecided, water-related issues are some of the most hard-hitting and important 
things I would want to study. 
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