
Deep Creek Wild & Scenic River Designation

Looking NW from the Overlook



Looking SE from climbing area





Deep Creek Water Rights



Characteristics of Deep Creek
Outstandingly 
remarkable values 
(ORV’s):

Scenic

Geologic

Ecologic  

State held ISF Right 
vs Federal Reserve 
Right



How is a Wild and Scenic River 
different from a Wilderness Area? 

 Wilderness areas preserve landscapes in completely 
undeveloped condition, but W&SR can have flexibility to allow 

development that is compatible with river-related values.

 Wilderness areas typically cover large landscapes, but a W&SR 
typically covers only a stream and its immediately adjacent 
lands.

 Wilderness areas typically focus on management by a single 
agency, but the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act requires 
collaborative planning with all stakeholders interested in a river 
corridor. 



Stakeholder Process
• Grazers and Private Property Owners
• HAATS (High Altitude Aviation Training Site)
• Cavers
• Climbers
• Hunters
• Hikers
• Fisherfolk
• Campers
• NGO’s 
• Local Governments

– Municipalities
– Counties
– State Agencies (CWCB, CPW, DMVA)

• Federal Agencies – USFS, BLM



Looking West at Overlook



Top of the canyon at Deep Lake

















Questions?


