
WATER RIGHTS ADMINISTRATION 
RECORD KEEPING AND MONITORING 

 



ADMINISTRATIVE 
ORDERS 



CRS 37-92-502(5)(a) 

 The state engineer and division engineers 
have the authority to order any owner or user 
of a water right to install and maintain at such 
owner’s or user’s expense necessary meters, 
gauges, or other measuring devices and to 
report at reasonable times to the appropriate 
division engineer the readings of such meters, 
gauges, or other measuring devices. 



CRS 37-92-501 

 The state and division engineers shall 
administer, distribute, and regulate the waters 
of the state in accordance with the 
constitution of the State of Colorado; the 
provisions of Title 37, Article 92 of the 
Colorado Revised Statutes (Water Right 
Determination and Administration Act of 
1969); and other applicable laws. 

 



CRS 37-84-112 

 The owners of any ditch, canal, flume or 
reservoir in this state, taking water from any 
stream shall erect where necessary and 
maintain in good repair, at the point of intake 
of such ditch, canal, flume or reservoir, a 
suitable and proper headgate AND suitable 
and proper measuring flumes, weirs and 
devices. 



Administrative Orders on the Yampa River 

• In February and March of 2013 a total of 31 orders 
were issued to water right owners and users located on 
the Yampa River between Stagecoach Reservoir and 
the confluence of Elkhead Creek and the Yampa River.   

• This order required that they come into compliance by 
July 31, 2013. 

• In the fall of 2013, it was found that 15 of these orders 
had not been complied with. 

• The associated structures have been tagged by the 
water commissioner notifying the owner/user of the 
water right that they are not to divert water again until 
they have complied with the order. 



Administrative Orders on the Elk River  

• In February 2013, this office sent out notices to every water 
right owner within the Elk River basin requesting that they 
assure that their structures were in compliance with CRS 37-
84-112. This notice gave the owners until June 30, 2013 to 
come into compliance if they weren’t already. 

• Starting July 2013, field investigations were conducted to 
determine which structures were still not in compliance.   

• It was found that there were over 100 structures not 
equipped with suitable and proper headgates and/or 
measuring devices.   

• As a result, in September 2013, 75 orders were issued to the 
water right owners not in compliance. 

 

 



This order states that: 

 The Water Commissioner will not permit the 

diversion of water, starting in the spring of 

2014, if the matters set forth in this order 

have not been completed.  The diversion of 

water after this time may result in an 

enforcement action pursuant to §37-92-503, 

which may subject you to fines of up to five 

hundred dollars ($500) for each day violation 

of this order occurs. 

 



What actions will we be taking to enforce 
this order? 

 When irrigation begins to occur in the Elk 
River basin, the water commissioner will be 
visiting each structure to which an order has 
been issued and if the order has not been 
complied with he will shut any open 
headgates and will place a tag on the pump, 
headgate or near the point of diversion of said 
structure. This tag is not to be removed. 





What does this mean? 
• It means that if you are not in compliance with the 

order, you are not to divert water until you do come 
into compliance.  

• If you do divert water contrary to the order: 
o We may lock the headgate; 
o You “shall forfeit and pay a sum not to exceed five 

hundred dollars for each day such violation 
continues”;  

o We “shall apply to the water judge for an 
injunction enjoining the person to whom such 
order was directed from continuing to violate the 
same” 



Administration of Elkhead Creek  
Reservoir Releases 

• After the completion of the enlargement of Elkhead Creek 
Reservoir in 2006, this office conducted a survey of the structures 
located from Elkhead Creek Reservoir to and through the entire 
critical habitat reach to determine which ones were not in 
compliance with CRS 37-84-112.   

• The survey found that there were just over 90 structures failing to 
comply with this statute.  That is to say they were not equipped 
with operable headgates and/or measuring devices. 

• Because this office knew that releases were going to be made from 
Elkhead Creek Reservoir to provide additional flows through the 
critical habitat reach that would have to be protected, over 60 
orders were issued in 2007 to owners needing to come into 
compliance. 



It took a while but eventually all the 
structures came into compliance! 



We will eventually get there  
with the Current Orders 



What Data Do Water Commissioners 
Collect and Measure? 

• Ditches – a direct diversion from the stream 

• Reservoirs 

• Pumps 

• Wells 

• Springs/Seeps/Mines/Pipelines/Powerplants 

• Measuring Points 

• Minimum Flow Reaches/Reaches 

• Recharge Areas 

 
15 



Why do we collect measurements? 

We are required by law to record water usage as best 
we can.  
 
Knowledge of stream system aids in administering a call 
 
Your water right is only as valuable as what you use, 
measuring the water, helps determine that use. 
 
Administrative purposes:  For “call” type situations, you 
are limited to your decreed uses and water right 
amount. 
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Measuring Stream Diversions 
The Parshall Flume 

The Parshall Measuring Flume 
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Measuring Storage in Reservoirs 
Area Capacity Table for Reservoirs (Jurisdiction Dams Required) 
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DAILY 
           capturing values  (don’t be afraid to put real values –       
      amounts and dates) 
 on/off values 
 
PUMPS AND WELLS 
 year data 
 monthly data 
 daily data 
 
RESERVOIRS 
 tracking use 
 

../../../Diversion Records/Templates/User Supplied Sheets/User Template Daily structures.xlsx
../../../Diversion Records/Templates/User Supplied Sheets/User Template Wells and Pumps.xlsx
../../../Diversion Records/Templates/User Supplied Sheets/User Supplied Reservoir Records.xlsx
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“I turned the ditch on June 2nd and shut it off July 5th and 
back on July 30th and shut off for good August 8th” 

 

“I used my pond for cattle only and I have 30 head of 
cattle, my pond was full end of June but dry by mid-
August” 

 

“Couldn’t get water into my ditch at all therefore I 
couldn’t use it this year” 

 

 



Examples of data that will not be entered 

“Same as last year” 

“1 cfs for the entire irrigation season” 

“Full ditch from spring til creek was dry” 

“I used whatever my water right is” 

“What should I put down?  You’re the water 
commissioner you should know” 

Measurements without a measuring device 
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Division of Water Resources website at 

Colorado Foundation for Water Education website at 

CSU Water Institute website at 

The Water Report website at 
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water.state.co.us 
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CALL CHRONOLOGY 
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WELL PERMIT SEARCH 
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../Presentation Movies Files and Pictures/View Well Details.htm
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REAL TIME STREAMFLOW 
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AQUAMAP 
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WATER RIGHTS SEARCH 

../Presentation Movies Files and Pictures/Fortification.pdf
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../Presentation Movies Files and Pictures/Woolery SummaryReport.pdf
../Presentation Movies Files and Pictures/Woolery StructureSummaryReport.pdf
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../Presentation Movies Files and Pictures/Woolery Annual Report.pdf
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             QUESTIONS?                    


