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October 8, 2012
 
Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety
1313 Sherman Street , Room 215
Denver, CO 80203
Attn: 
Mr. Tim Cazier, P.E.
Environmental Protection Specialist                                                                                                                                             
 
John Roberts, Esq.
Attorney for Mined Land Reclamation Board 
 
Via Email Attachment (tim.cazier@state.co.us ; JJ.Roberts@state.co.us)
 
Re: Hansen Uranium Project ( P-2009-025 MD-02)
                                                                                              Appeal of Office Decision, October 2, 2012                                                                 

Dear Mr. Cazier and Mr. Roberts:

The Tallahassee Area Community (TAC) hereby submits its timely appeal of the Division's Office Decision 
issued on October 2, 2012 and petitions the Mined Land Reclamation Board for the opportunity to 
participate in a Hearing on this matter.

TAC is a Colorado Not-For-Profit organization representing  residents and property owners in northwest 
Fremont County in the immediate vicinity of the Black Range Minerals Hansen/Taylor Ranch Uranium 
Project site. 

TAC certainly does not object to the Prospector installing groundwater monitoring wells as part of 
their pre-mining baseline studies for the Hansen site. We welcome the prospect of a more complete 
understanding of the hydrogeology of the area,
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Our appeal is based on a number of issues raised in the proposed modification to the Prospecting 
NOI and the accompanying Black Range Minerals cover letter that were identified in our July 30, 2012 
comment letter that were not considered in either  the Division review letter, the Prospector's response 
letter,  or in the Office Decision. 

1. A specific identification of the proposed expanded boundary of the NOI site, including a map that 
identifies any proposed monitoring well construction and additional prospecting activity on private 
property beyond the original boundary, as well as  identification of the local county roads and abutting 
Property Owners Associations.

2. A more complete understanding of the rationale of the Prospector's request to expand the permitted 
diameter of prospecting bore holes from six to twelve inches.  The cover letter to the NOI modification 
request application has a vague reference for  the need for increased "drilling flexibility and contractor 
availability" for "other prospecting activities". Black Range Minerals has been very careful to avoid 
mention to the Division of their publicly announced  plans for the utilization of the experimental 
underground bore hole mining technology at the Hansen site.

However, they have widely published their intentions to the investment community as well as to the 
media, including a September 27, 2012 interview in MiningNews.net  (attached hereto) in which Mr. Rod 
Grebb, the VP- Regulatory Affairs for Black Range Minerals, stated  the clear intent to conduct a "trial" of 
the bore hole  mining process "outside of the ore zone".  They have also published a proposed Timeline 
for their project all the way through full scale mine permitting  which specifically includes a "cutting test 
for UBHM" to occur in the third quarter of 2012.  Please see attached Presentation to the Australian 
Uranium Conference, 18-19 July 2012, page 22.

TAC believes that a twelve inch bore hole is the minimum diameter required for such a partial 
evaluation of the UBHM process and would have no other purpose. The potential adverse 
environmental impact to the local groundwater and nearby domestic water wells from this test should 
have been considered prior to office approval of this modification of procedure as it was when the 
Division considered the first NOI modification request for approval to drill twenty-four inch bore holes. 
This  request was withdrawn by Black Range following the TAC comment letter  and the Division's review 
letter requiring prior submission of hydrogeologic  data that would address the potential risks.

3. UBHM is an experimental subset of In-Situ Uranium Mining and not considered in the Hard Rock, 
Metal , and Designated Mining Operation Mining Rules. The current unclear regulatory status of UBHM 
and its potential for groundwater contamination that is similar to --if not more severe than --  than that 
of ISL solution mining suggests that a reasonable and prudent precaution would be to require that the 
pre-mining baseline studies comply with the ISL rules, specifically Rule 1.4.3. TAC has initiated a request 
for a regulatory determination of  the jurisdiction of the Radiation Management Unit of CDPHE. We 
expect  the matter to be on the agenda of the Colorado Radiation Advisory Committee at their next 
meeting in November. Please see TAC letter to Steve Tarlton, Radiation Program Manager, CDPHE, 
dated September 16 with attachments, copied to the Division.

 Respectfully submitted,

Lee J Alter 
                                                                                                                                                                    Chairman, 
Government Affairs Committee                                                                                                       Tallahassee 
Area Community
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