
Ridley - DNR, Hunter <hunter.ridley@state.co.us>

FW: Coyote Basin Notice Acknowledgment
Nancy Normore <nnormore@homeland-uranium.com> Thu, Aug 21, 2025 at 4:42 PM
To: "Ridley - DNR, Hunter" <hunter.ridley@state.co.us>

Hunter,

 

I am in agreement with the amount determined for the financial warranty by the DRMS (USD $36,641.00).  The financial guarantee
accepted by BLM equates to USD $61,658.00 (Right of entry doc:  2025-08-20_BLM_Coyote Basin Project NOI_352200419_Approval),
which is the amount required for payment.  I will contact Sara Stevenson-Benn to complete the forms and set up payment with our
accounting. 

 

Recent changes were made to the program to satisfy BLM’s concerns for areas with planned drill activity that have been recently deemed
culturally sensitive.  One trench has been removed from the program, and one drillhole has been removed.  See Figures in the file
attached 2025-08-18_HLU_Coyote Basin Project NOI_352200419-V1C04: Figures 2, 3, 4, 7, 11, and 12.  Also, one drillhole was moved
approximately 30 m (100 ft) in a northerly direction to be located outside the culturally sensitive areas (Figures 7 and 12).  All relevant files
have been updated in the dropbox assigned to CODRMS (included below).  Approval was received from BLM after these amendments
were made to the NOI.

 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/lsvegdndn6fw6sgl7gio1/AATAbuM0vQGiQNN04x3Nj3M?rlkey=mc2oyypkefpgcbav9x9spnukj&dl=0

 

Due to submitted changes, I would like to request an extension of the NOI decision due date for the Coyote Basin Project deadline by 30
days from today.

 

Thank you for the direction you have provided.  I appreciate your guidance through this process.  Please let me know if there is anything
else you require which I may have missed.

[Quoted text hidden]

3 attachments

2025-08-20_BLM_Coyote Basin Project NOI_352200419_Approval.pdf
292K

Adequacy Review #3_P2025011.pdf
1497K

2025-08-18_HLU_Coyote Basin Project NOI_352200419-V1C04.pdf
19943K
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43 CFR 3809 Exploration Notice 
COCO106741281 

Moffat County, Colorado  

Rio Blanco County, Colorado 
 

 
*This notice has been prepared pursuant to 43 CFR 3809.21. 

 

1. Operator Information 

Name: Shift Exploration Inc. 

Address: 503-905 West Pender Street 

Vancouver, BC V6C 1L6 

Contact:  Nancy Normore 

Tel:  (306) 270-6751 

E-mail: nnormore@homeland-uranium.com  

Employee Identification Number (EIN): 32-2744367 

 

2. Claimant Information: 

Name: Shift Exploration Inc.  

Address: 503-905 West Pender Street 

Vancouver, BC V6C 1L6 

Contact:  Nancy Normore 

Employee Identification Number (EIN): 35-2744367 

 

 

3. Claims Details and Location: 

County: Moffat County and Rio Blanco County  

Parcels: 039301100901 (Moffat County); 113536100002 (Rio Blanco County)   

Meridian: Sixth Principal Meridian 

Lat/Long: 40°15'05.0"N 108°17'01.1"W (approximate center point of mining claims)  

Directions: The exploration project site is accessed from Colorado State Highway 40 and BLM Route 

1509 from the north and Colorado State Highway 64 and County Road 77 from the south using existing 

off-road vehicle routes and overland travel. See Figures 1, 14, and 15. 

Claims and acreage: The exploration project site is located within portions of 33 unpatented mining 

claims, which are part of a claim block encompassing 681± acres. See details in Table 1 below and 

Figures 3, 4, and 5. See Figure 9 for location relative to Township, Range, and Section. 

SectionSectionSectionSection    1:1:1:1:    Operator/ClaimantOperator/ClaimantOperator/ClaimantOperator/Claimant    InformationInformationInformationInformation    

Pursuant to 43 CFR 3809.301(b)(1). 
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Table 1. Mine Claims 

 

*Note that certain activities are proposed to occur on public lands on which the operator has staked 

unpatented lode claims but has not filed the related paperwork with BLM or the County.  These 

activities are depicted on Figure 5 and staked claims are indicated on Table 1. 

BLMBLMBLMBLM    SerialSerialSerialSerial    NumberNumberNumberNumber    ClaimClaimClaimClaim    NameNameNameName    ClaimClaimClaimClaim    TypeTypeTypeType    TownshipTownshipTownshipTownship    RangeRangeRangeRange    SectionSectionSectionSection    

CO106388057 CB 168 LODE T3N R97W 21-(NE) 

CO106388059 CB 170 LODE T3N R97W 21-(NE) 

CO106388059 CB 170 LODE T3N R97W 22-(NW) 

CO106388061 CB 172 LODE T3N R79W 22-(NW, NW) 

CO106388063 CB 174 LODE T3N R79W 22-(NW, NW) 

CO106388076 CB 187 LODE T3N R97W 15-(SW) 

CO106388076 CB187 LODE T3N R97W 22-(NW) 

CO106388077 CB 188 LODE T3N R97W 15-(NW, SW) 

CO106388078 CB 189 LODE T3N R97W 15-(SW) 

CO106388078 CB 189 LODE T3N R97W 22-(NW) 

CO106388079 CB 190 LODE T3N R79W 15-(NW, SW) 

CO106388080 CB 191 LODE T3N R97W 15-(SW) 

CO106388080 CB 191 LODE T3N R97W 22-(NW) 

CO106388082 CB 193 LODE T3N R97W 15-(SW) 

CO106388082 CB 193 LODE T3N R97W 22-(NW) 

CO106388084 CB 195 LODE T3N R97W 15-(SE, SW) 

CO106388084 CB 195 LODE T3N R97W 22-(NE,NW) 

CO106388225 CB 336 LODE T3N R97W 8-(SE) 

CO106388227 CB 338 LODE T3N R97W 8-(SE) 

CO106388227 CB 338 LODE T3N R97W 9-(SW) 

CO106388228 CB 339 LODE T3N R97W 8-(NE, SE) 

CO106388228 CB 339 LODE T3N R97W 9-(NW, SW) 

CO106388229 CB 340 LODE T3N R97W 9-(SW) 

CO106388230 CB 341 LODE T3N R97W 9-(NW, SW) 

CO106388231 CB 342 LODE T3N R97W 9-(SW) 

CO106388232 CB 343 LODE T3N R97W 9-(NW, SW) 

CO106388234 CB 345 LODE T3N R97W 9-(NW, SW) 

CO106387974 CB 85 LODE T3N R97W 27-(NW) 

CO106387975 CB 86 LODE T3N R97W 27-(NW) 

CO106387976 CB 87 LODE T3N R97W 27-(NE, NW) 

CO106387977 CB 88 LODE T3N R97W 27-(NE) 

CO106387978 CB 89 LODE T3N R97W 27-(NE) 

CO106388194 CB 305 LODE T3N R97W 9-(SW) 

 Claim staked but not yet recorded LODE T3N R97W 27-(NW) 

 Claim staked but not yet recorded LODE T3N R97W 27-(NW) 

Claim staked but not yet recorded LODE T3N R97W 27-(NE, NW) 

Claim staked but not yet recorded LODE T3N R97W 27-(NE) 

Claim staked but not yet recorded LODE T3N R97W 27-(NE) 

Claim staked but not yet recorded LODE T3N R97W 27-(NE) 
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1. Access and Access and Access and Access and Proposed Disturbance:Proposed Disturbance:Proposed Disturbance:Proposed Disturbance:    The exploration project proposes to access the subject unpatented 

mining claims by overland travel and established off-road vehicle routes. The project will not result in 

blading or road construction. The total length of access routes using overland travel is approximately 

25,000 feet. See Exhibit 1 – Access Routes and Disturbance Estimates. The exploration project 

consists of three distinct work sites – Rimrock Gulch Zone, Open Gulch Zone 1, and Open Gulch Zone 

2. Rimrock Gulch Zone will be accessed by Colorado State Highway 40 and BLM Route 1509 from the 

north. Open Gulch Zone 1 and Open Gulch Zone 2 will be accessed by Colorado State Highway 64 and 

County Road 77 from the south. See Figures 3, 4, and 5 regarding specific drill hole locations and 

Figures 14 and 15 regarding access routes. Care will be taken to prevent overuse of existing vehicle 

routes.  

Up to 35 level drill pads measuring no larger than 1,500 square feet each would be established 

alongside the vehicle routes. The drill pads (i.e., drillhole location) are depicted on Figure(s) 2-5 and 

will collectively disturb up to a total of 1.35 acres (See also Figure 2 Updated 25-07-30 at end of this 

document). Activities incidental to drilling, including equipment storage, temporary stockpiling, and 

construction of containment sumps, will either take place directly within or adjacent to drill pad area 

and where applicable on existing vehicle routes.    

2. Commodity:Commodity:Commodity:Commodity: The goal of the exploration project is to identify the extent of subsurface minerals, 

specifically uranium and vanadium. 

3. EquipmentEquipmentEquipmentEquipment    and Materialsand Materialsand Materialsand Materials:::: Exploration drilling would be conducted using a drill rig, various support 

equipment, and a drill crew. Reverse circulation drilling would be used. Development and reclamation 

of the drill pads would be conducted using a mini-excavator. See Table 2 below. Equipment would be 

staged adjacent to drill pads and workers would park in or near the equipment staging area.     

    

Table 2. Equipment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-potable water and non-toxic approved drilling fluids will be utilized for drilling. Drilling fluids, small 

quantities of petroleum products (e.g., grease tubes, etc.), and small tools will be stored on-site on 

pallets or inside of a trailer/connex. No on-site bulk fuel storage is proposed. Fuels and lubricants for 

Equipment TypeEquipment TypeEquipment TypeEquipment Type    NumberNumberNumberNumber    

Track-Mounted or Tire-Mounted Drill Rig 1 

Compact mini-excavator/Back-hoe 1 

ATVs or Side-by-Sides 2 

2,000 to 4,000-Gallon Water Truck 1 

Compressors, Generators, and Light Plants 2 to 4 

Trailer/Connex (for storage) 1 to 2 

Portable Toilets/Handwash Stations 1 to 2 

Flatbed Truck and Trailer 1 to 2 

Pickup Trucks/Passenger Vehicles 4 to 6 

SectionSectionSectionSection    2:2:2:2:    Activity Description, Map and Schedule of ActivitiesActivity Description, Map and Schedule of ActivitiesActivity Description, Map and Schedule of ActivitiesActivity Description, Map and Schedule of Activities    

Pursuant to 43 CFR 3809.301(b)(2) and 43 CFR 38909.420. 
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drilling and support equipment will be delivered by a maintenance truck as needed, and hydroseed 

applied at the time of reclamation would be provided by a third-party. Spill kits will be readily accessible 

on-site within the equipment staging and storage area. Deliveries to the site will occur during daytime 

hours. 

4. Exploration Operations:Exploration Operations:Exploration Operations:Exploration Operations:    Shift Exploration intends to establish up to 35 drill pads with one drill hole per 

each pad. Drill holes will be cased and approximately 4.5 to 5.5 inches in diameter. The anticipated 

drill type will be the Foremost Explorer 1500 Buggy Drill or similar.  The drill program includes laydown 

areas measuring 30 feet by 50 feet for storage and staging of materials and equipment to support 

drilling operations, but are separate from the active drill pads. Figures 6, 7, and 8 identify planned 

laydown areas, where little or no vegetation exists. Within the laydown areas, drill rods, spare parts, 

lubricants, and consumables (e.g., bentonite and cement bags) will be stored using pallets and berms. 

The laydown areas will also feature a small tool rack or lockable job box, stacked empty drums, extra 

liners and minor rigging gear. Samples bags, chip trays, and sieves will be temporarily stored in 

laydown areas before being moved to the logging area. All materials stored within laydown areas will 

be placed on pallets or geotextile fabric to avoid or minimize ground disturbance and simplify cleanup. 

Temporary fencing may be erected around the perimeter of laydown areas to delineate storage areas. 

Fuel will not be stored in laydown areas and any other liquids (i.e., lubricants) will be placed in 

secondary containment.  

A portable toilet will be kept onsite within the footprint of a drill pad where work is occurring or within 

the laydown area. The portable toilet will be moved to another pad or laydown area after each 

drillhole (or set of drillholes per laydown area) has been completed, and removed from the project 

area at the end of the drill program outlined in this Notice. The connex/trailer will be located either 

within the drill pad or the laydown area. 

The Coyote Basin Project will also utilize trenches approximately 865 square feet and measuring 131 

feet by 6.6 feet. Trenches will be approximately 5 feet deep and be constructed using the compact 

mini-excavator and trench footprints will include space required for spoils. The area will be sprayed 

with water to reduce dust as needed, and later covered by a tarp until the trench has been viewed 

and logged by a geologist, and sampled. The total disturbed area for the trench, which includes spoils, 

is approximately 131 ft x 13 ft. Total disturbance is estimated at 0.1 acres. 

Reclamation will commence immediately following completion of each drillhole and the draining of 

the attendant sump. Drilling, drill hole abandonment, grading and pad reclamation contouring per 

drill pad is expected to take approximately 4-6 hours from start to finish.  

No drill holes are anticipated to encounter groundwater. Drill holes will be approximately 300 to 1,000 

feet deep. If an artesian well or drillhole intersecting the water table is encountered, each drill hole 

will be plugged and cemented to appropriately seal the drillhole.  The plug and cement will prevent 

uncontrolled flow of water from occurring if this groundwater condition is encountered. Each drill pad 

will measure approximately 50 feet long x 30 feet wide and be constructed and graded to support 

drilling equipment.  

At each drill pad, a sump within the drill pad footprint will be excavated to collect drill cuttings, to 

manage and circulate drilling fluids, and to manage excess water. Each sump would be fenced 

(temporary) to prevent wildlife from entering the sump. Fencing will be temporary and removed 

following the reclamation of each drill pad. The sumps will be visually inspected by on-site personnel 

to ensure no overflow occurs. Excavated material from sump construction will be stockpiled within 

the drill pad and used in restoration after the completion of drilling.  

To the extent feasible, drill pads will be constructed in areas without vegetation. For drill pads which 
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require vegetation removal, ground disturbance will be kept to the minimum amount necessary for 

safe access and working area for equipment and crews. Cleared vegetation would be side-cast and 

removed from the site either before or concurrent with site restoration activities. To prevent 

unnecessary and undue degradation, Shift Exploration will implement reclamation measures 

concurrent with operations, which are expected to occur within the work window of August 1 to 

December 31. For example, and in addition to the other best practices discussed herein, topsoil will 

be salvaged and stockpiled to prevent erosion or cross-contamination. Surface disturbances will be 

minimized to smallest area required for operations and will follow natural contours, and wattles or 

temporary silt fences will be used to demarcate and protect vegetation surrounding the project area. 

After each drillhole is abandoned, stockpiled topsoil will be distributed promptly to blend with the 

natural landscape and to match existing slopes to facilitate drainage and prevent erosion. Regarding 

revegetation, operators will spread a seed mix provided by BLM over replaced topsoil and apply 

erosion control (mulch, hydromulch, wattles, or other suitable option) to support plant establishment 

in dry conditions. Where required, barriers will be installed around sumps, stockpiles, and drill pads 

to prevent sediment migration and to protect vegetation downslope. Lastly, a natural buffer zone of 

undisturbed vegetation will be maintained around the area of active operations.  

5. Water and Waste:Water and Waste:Water and Waste:Water and Waste: Consistent with best management practices, drill cuttings will be contained within 

sumps. Drill cuttings will be returned to the hole as much as possible during hole abandonment. Non-

potable water supplied from a water truck will be used for dust control. Portable toilets and handwash 

stations, and bottled drinking water, will be provided for on-site personnel. Other than municipal 

waste, the drilling operation is not anticipated to produce deleterious waste that requires disposal. 

All trash bins will have lids and be serviced by a permitted company. 

6. Utilities:Utilities:Utilities:Utilities: There are no known underground or overhead utilities that will be affected by the proposed 

drilling.  

7. Period of Operation:Period of Operation:Period of Operation:Period of Operation: The drilling would take place between August 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025 

over an approximate 40- to 60-day period (consecutive and non-consecutive days) for up to 24 hours 

per day (2 shifts – day and night shift). Although not anticipated, temporary suspension of the 

exploration drilling could occur during severe weather conditions, including fires or poor air quality 

resulting from fires, or lack of equipment, supplies or personnel. If temporary suspension becomes 

necessary, incomplete drill holes would be covered or backfilled, equipment would be secured or 

moved off-site, and erosion control measures would be deployed.  

8. Reclamation Completion:Reclamation Completion:Reclamation Completion:Reclamation Completion: Shift Exploration will complete reclamation (discussed below) immediately 

after the completion of drilling.  Reclamation is expected to be completed by December 31, 2025, 

assuming drilling begins in August 2025 as proposed. 

    

1. Reclamation Plan and Cost EstimateReclamation Plan and Cost EstimateReclamation Plan and Cost EstimateReclamation Plan and Cost Estimate::::        Pursuant to C.R.S. § 34-32-113 of the Colorado Mined Land 

Reclamation Act and 43 C.F.R. Part 3809 (BLM’s Surface Management Regulations), Shift Exploration 

has prepared the reclamation plan described below and the attached Reclamation Cost Estimate 

(RCE). See attached Exhibit 2 – Reclamation Cost Estimate.    

After completing the exploratory drilling, clean-up and grading will take place where possible.  Sumps 

will be given time to dry out, and rehabilitation of the sump will commence as soon as possible. 

Section 3: Reclamation Plan and Cost Estimate 

Pursuant to 43 CFR 3809.301(b)(3) and (b)(4), 43 CFR 3809.420, and 43 CFR 3809.552. 
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Rehabilitation will include filling and sealing the drill holes1, backfilling the sumps, and rough grading 

of the drill pads. The site will be restored to resemble the approximate original contour and to blend 

with the surrounding topography where possible.  

Any topsoil removed as a result of drill pads, trenches and laydown areas will be stockpiled adjacent 

to the disturbed area. For drill pads where vegetation was removed, the pad will decompacted to a 

depth of up to one foot. Stockpiled topsoil would be evenly distributed over the pad, and the pad will 

be reseeded using a mix of desert grasses, cactus, sage brush, and juniper tree. Reseeding will be 

performed using hydroseeding or broadcast seeding. To the extent feasible, the timing of reseeding 

will coincide with forecasted rain to allow for seed to germinate. 

All equipment, stockpiles, and trash/debris associated with the drilling program will be removed from 

the site.  

An RCE has been prepared pursuant to the requirement for a site restoration security deposit. 

Following BLM approval of the RCE, a performance bond or certificate of deposit matching the RCE 

would be submitted to BLM.  

  

 
1 Drill holes will be abandoned in accordance with the Colorado Department of Natural Resources, Division of 

Reclamation, Mining and Safety regulations, specifically 2 CCR 407-1 (Rule 5.4 Abandonment of Prospecting Drill 

Holes).  
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Exhibit 1: Disturbance EstimateExhibit 1: Disturbance EstimateExhibit 1: Disturbance EstimateExhibit 1: Disturbance Estimate    

 

Please note that this updated table replaces the Table in Exhibit 1Please note that this updated table replaces the Table in Exhibit 1Please note that this updated table replaces the Table in Exhibit 1Please note that this updated table replaces the Table in Exhibit 1    of the document submitted July of the document submitted July of the document submitted July of the document submitted July 

28th28th28th28th: Access Routes and Disturbance Estimates, Coyote Basin Project, Shift exploration Inc.: Access Routes and Disturbance Estimates, Coyote Basin Project, Shift exploration Inc.: Access Routes and Disturbance Estimates, Coyote Basin Project, Shift exploration Inc.: Access Routes and Disturbance Estimates, Coyote Basin Project, Shift exploration Inc.    

        

128028.0000001 DMS 352138222v2 
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Exhibit 2: Reclamation Cost EstimateExhibit 2: Reclamation Cost EstimateExhibit 2: Reclamation Cost EstimateExhibit 2: Reclamation Cost Estimate    
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Figures:Figures:Figures:Figures:    
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