
                                 DRMS CORRECTIONS PER LETTER DATED JUNE 26TH  
 
 
Question #10 on the application form (Page 3) contains missing and incorrect information. For the General Description 
filed, please provide the elevation of the site and verify the distance and direction from Lake George 
to the mine. Please also update the information within Exhibit A, Section 1.i. 
SEE ATTACHED DOCUMENT:  
QUESTION 10  LOCATION CORRECTION 

 

Responsibility #10 (Page 6) was initialed however, the Applicant/Operator appears to not be a Joint Venture or 
Partnership. Please revise Page 6 accordingly.  
SEE ATTACHED DOCUMENT:  
EXHIBIT A ITEM 10 CORRECTED 
 
 
 
  
A copy of the on-site notice and the affidavit of posting was provided with the application materials, however, the 
Applicant/Operator is listed as John Asselta instead of MILE HI ROCK AND MINERAL SOCIETY and both the notice 
and affidavit contain conflicting dates of posting and signature. Please correct the on-site notice and resubmit a copy or 
photograph of the on-site notice and provide an updated affidavit demonstrating the on-site notice has been posted at the 
access to the proposed site.  
SEE ATTACHED DOCUMENT: 
SITE POSTING-RE-POST 
 
 
 
  
Rule 6.3.7 requires documentation to be submitted regarding the Applicant’s legal right to enter to conduct mining and 
reclamation for the surface and subsurface of the affected lands.  
 

A. Within Exhibit G, the Applicant states the owner of the surface is the United States Forest Service. Please include 
a copy of a conditionally approved or approved Mine Plan of Operations from the USFS which covers the 
proposed permitted areas.  

            SEE ATTACHED DOCUMENT:  
• EXHIBIT G FS APPROVAL 20241226_RAMS_MitigationMeasuresSigned 
• EXHIBIT G FS APPROVAL 20241226_RAMS_MPOSigned 
• EXHIBIT G FS APPROVAL 20250703_FS_RAMS_MPOApproved 

 
B. Within Exhibit G, the Applicant states the owner of the subsurface is Bureau of Land Management and that John 

Asselta is the claimant of CMC#48474 and CMC#248805 claims. Please provide documentation which 
demonstrates John Asselta is the active claimant of the proposed permitted areas and then, in  
JOHN ASSELTA IS NOT THE CLAIMANT 
CORRECTION - SEE ATTACHED DOCUMENT: 
EXHIBIT G LOCATION CERTIFICATES FOR MILE HI  BLM 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



In accordance with Rule 6.3.9, please submit proof that the revisions associated with this letter have been placed for 
public review with the original application at the local County Clerk and Recorder  
SEE ATTACHED DOCUMENT: 
TELLER CO. REGESTRY 

 
 
 

 
The Division received date-stamped copies as proof of notice to the local Board of County Commissions and the Soil 
Conservation District, however, the notice to the Soil Conservation District has been signed by the Teller County Planner. 
In accordance with Rule 1.6.2 (1)(a)(ii), please submit Proof of Notice in the form of certified mail return receipts or date-
stamped copies of the notices acknowledging receipt by the local Soil Conservation District.  

 
SEE ATTACHED DOCUMENT: 
LOCAL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
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9. Annually, on the anniversary date of permit issuance, you must submit an annual fee ($172), and an annual report
which includes a map describing the acreage affected and the acreage reclaimed to date (if there are changes from the previous
year), any monitoring required by the Reclamation or Environmental Protection Plans to be submitted annually on the
anniversary date of the permit approval.  Annual fees are for the previous year a permit is held.  For example, a permit with the
anniversary date of July 1, 1995, the annual fee is for the period of July 1, 1994 through June 30, 1995.  Failure to submit your
annual fee and report by the permit anniversary date may result in a civil penalty, revocation of your permit, and forfeiture of
your financial warranty.  It is your responsibility, as an operator, to continue to pay your annual fee to the Office until the
Board releases you from your total reclamation responsibility.

10. For joint venture/partnership operators:  the signing representative is authorized to sign this document and a power of
attorney (provided by the partner(s)) authorizing the signature of the representative is attached to this application.



EXHIBIT A - Legal Description and Location Map 
Rule 6.3.1 (Starts on Page 134 of the Rules) 

1) Please provide the legal location description of the Mine:
a. COUNTY:

b. PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN (check one):  6th (Colorado)      New Mexico Principal 
Meridian (NMPM)

c. SECTION (write number):  _____________

d. TOWNSHIP (write number and check direction):  T  North     South 

e. RANGE (write number and check direction): R  East       West 

f. QUARTER SECTION (check one):  NE    NW    SE    SW 

g. QUARTER/QUARTER SECTION (check one):  NE    NW    SE    SW 

h. Approximate elevation (write number):  ___________Feet

i. Direction and miles to nearest town/city____________________________________________

Additional Legal Description: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Note:  Description shall be by township, range, and section, to at least the nearest quarter quarter section.  A 
metes and bounds survey description is also acceptable.  Where available, the street address or lot number(s) 
shall be given. 

2) Primary Mine Entrance Location (report in either Latitude/Longitude OR UTM):

Latitude/Longitude:

Degrees Minutes Seconds (DMS): 
Latitude (N):        deg   min   sec .   (2 decimal places) 
Longitude (W):    deg   min   sec .   (2 decimal places) 

OR 
Decimal Degrees (DD): 

Latitude (N):    .  (5 decimal places) 
Longitude (W):   - .  (5 decimal places) 

OR 

Universal Tranverse Mercator (UTM): 
UTM Datum (specify NAD27, NAD83 or WGS 84)  Zone 
Easting:      
Northing:    

3) Please provide a Location Map or use the attached template.  The map must show the location of
the mine site on a USGS 7.5 minute Quad (1:24,000 scale) or equivalent map.  An example location
map is enclosed.
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  Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper    

Logo Department Name Agency  Organization Organization Address Information 
United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Forest 
Service 

South Park Ranger District PO Box 219 
320 US Highway 285 
Fairplay, CO 80440 
719-836-2031 
Fax: 719-836-3875 

 File Code: 2810 
 Date: July 3, 2025 

 
John Asselta 
Club President 
13495 W 71st Place 
Arvada, CO 80004 
 
Dear Mr. Asselta, 

I am writing regarding the Mile Hi RAMS Plan of Operations (MPO) (2810-021210-MPO-2023-
008) for lode exploration and mining related activities on the South Park Ranger District of the 
Pike National Forest.  In my November 21, 2024, letter to you, I informed you that I had signed 
the Crystal Creek MPO Decision Notice (DN) on November 21, 2024, and instructed you on the 
final two steps necessary for MPO approval. 

I received your Design Criteria, signed by you, the operator, on December 20, 2024, that 
incorporated into Section IV-A the changes and additions that were identified in the DN. As per 
the Memorandum of Understanding between the Forest Service and the State of Colorado, 
Division of Reclamation, Mining, and Safety (DRMS), the DRMS is the lead bond authority and 
will be responsible for calculating your reclamation bond.  This bond will need to be submitted to 
and approved by DRMS and the Forest Service in accordance with 36 CFR 228.13, prior to the 
authorization of your MPO.  This bond will be used as a guarantee of faithful performance with 
the terms and conditions listed in the MPO.  As a reminder, the bond can be adjusted during the 
term of the MPO in response to changes in the operations or to changes in the economy.  Also, 
you may request a partial bond release following completion of the ground disturbing activities 
(i.e., all but monitoring).  

These last two steps conclude the stipulations listed in the DN. Therefore, I have conditionally 
approved your Mile Hi RAMS MPO with my signature in Section IX (attached).  Operations are 
authorized to begin on June 1, 2025, and are authorized for 10 years, with completion of all 
activities including reclamation by December 31, 2035. 

Please be aware, this approval does not constitute permission to conduct activities that require 
other agency permits. You are responsible for obtaining all other necessary permits prior to 
operation.  Furthermore, approval of this operating plan in no way authorizes, or in any way 
permits, a release or threat of a release of hazardous substances or pollutants into the environment 
that will require a response action or result in the incurrence of response costs. 

All designs, monitoring plans, and analyses required by the MPO are subject to the requirement of 
36 CFR 228.8 that mining operations be conducted so as, where feasible, to minimize adverse 
environmental impacts on National Forest surface resources. The operator’s compliance with this 
requirement in no way insulates or releases them from any liability or obligations that may arise 
with respect to its operations under any applicable environmental law, including but not limited to 



John Asselta 2 

the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), 42 
U.S.C. 9601 et seq.  The United States reserves its rights and claims under CERCLA to seek 
performance of response actions and/or reimbursement of response costs that may be incurred as 
a result of any release or threat of a release of a hazardous substance from the project, or any 
ancillary operation for the mining activity. 

Prior to groundbreaking activities, please contact Geologist Cullen LaPointe to arrange a field 
meeting to review the final MPO on site.  If you have any questions and/or need clarification 
regarding the above information, please contact Geologist Cullen LaPointe at the South Park 
Ranger District office, by phone at 719-412-1322, and/or by email at Cullen.lapointe@usda.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
  
JOSHUA VOORHIS 
District Ranger 
 
Enclosures:  

1) Approved Mile Hi RAMS MPO 
2) Crystal Creek MPOs DN/FONSI 
3) Design Criteria for Mile Hi RAMS MPO 

 
cc:  RAMS - Bob Baldwin; DRMS - Elliott Russell 

JOSHUA
VOORHIS

Digitally signed by 
JOSHUA VOORHIS 
Date: 2025.07.03 
11:57:16 -06'00'
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10. Location information:  The center of the area where the majority of mining will occur lies in:
COUNTY:

PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN (check one):  6th (Colorado)     10th (New Mexico)     Ute 
SECTION (write number): S 
TOWNSHIP (write number and check direction): T  North     South 
RANGE (write number and check direction): R  East    West 
QUARTER SECTION (check one):  NE    NW    SE    SW 
QUARTER/QUARTER SECTION (check one):  NE    NW    SE    SW 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION (miles and direction from nearest town and approximate elevation):

11. Primary Mine Entrance Location (report in either Latitude/Longitude OR UTM):
Latitude/Longitude: 
Example:   (N)        39°   44    12.98  

(W) 104°   59      3.87

Latitude (N):        deg   min   sec .   (2 decimal places) 
Longitude (W):    deg   min   sec .   (2 decimal places) 
OR 
Example:   (N)        39.73691° 

(W) -104.98449°

Latitude (N):    .  (5 decimal places) 
Longitude (W):   -  .  (5 decimal places) 
OR 
Universal Tranverse Mercator (UTM) 
Example:   201336.3 E    NAD27    Zone 13 

   4398351.2 N 

UTM Datum (specify NAD27, NAD83 or WGS 84):  Zone 
Easting:      
Northing:    

12. Primary future (Post-mining) land use (check one):
 Cropland (CR)  Pastureland (PL)  General Agriculture (GA) 
 Rangeland (RL)  Forestry (FR)  Wildlife Habitat (WL) 
 Residential (RS)  Recreation (RC)  Industrial/Commercial (IC) 
 Developed Water Resources (WR)  Solid Waste Disposal (WD) 

13. Primary present land use (check one):
 Cropland (CR)  Pastureland (PL)  General Agriculture (GA) 
 Rangeland (RL)  Forestry (FR)  Wildlife Habitat (WL) 
 Residential (RS)  Recreation (RC)  Industrial/Commercial(IC) 
 Developed Water Resources (WR)  Mining (MN) 

TELLER
✔

11
12 ✔
71 ✔

✔
✔

4 MILES EAST,  LAKE GEORGE,CO - 9,200 FT

39 1 16 09
105 18 12 10

39 02114
105 30336

✔

✔







Russell - DNR, Elliott <elliott.russell@state.co.us>

CORRECTED COPY FOR DRMS FILING. 7-10-25
bob baldwin <sideshowbob51@yahoo.com> Thu, Jul 10, 2025 at 11:11 AM
Reply-To: bob baldwin <sideshowbob51@yahoo.com>
To: Elliot Russel <elliot.russel@state.co.us>, elliott russell <elliott.russell@state.co.us>
Cc: "elliot.russell@state.co.us" <elliot.russell@state.co.us>

Elliot,
Here's the corrected items for the "Notice of Filing Deficiencies M2025030"
if there is anything else that we need to send please reach out to me.

Thank You
Bob Baldwin

DRMS CORRECTIONS PER LETTER DATED JUNE 26TH.zip
7308K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=96bd1ddfe5&view=att&th=197f555489ae0231&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=96bd1ddfe5&view=att&th=197f555489ae0231&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
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