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Hello, All - 

Please see the attached report from our inspection last week.  Let me know if you recommend edits or have
questions/comments.

Thanks,
Rob

Rob Zuber, P.E.
Environmental Protection Specialist
Active Mines Program

Phone: 720.601.2276  |  Fax: 303.832.8106
Physical Address:
1313 Sherman Street, Room 215
Denver, CO  80203
Address for FedEx or UPS:
Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety, Room 215
1001 East 62nd Avenue
Denver, CO  80216
rob.zuber@state.co.us  |  http://drms.colorado.gov
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PERMIT INFORMATION 
 

 
Permit Number:  C-1996-083 

Mine Name:  Bowie No. 2 Mine 

Operator:  Bowie Resources, LLC 

Operator Address: 
Mr. Art Etter 

P.O. Box 1488 

Paonia, CO  81428 
 

 
County:  Delta 

Operation Type:  Underground 

Permit Status:  Active 

Ownership:  Private 
 

Operator Representative Present: 
 

Ryan Wilson, Art Etter 

Operator Representative Signature:  (Field Issuance Only) 
 

 

 

 

INSPECTION INFORMATION 
 

 
Inspection Start Date:  June 25, 2025 

Inspection Start Time:  07:00 

Inspection End Date:  June 25, 2025 

Inspection End Time:  14:15 

 

 
Inspection Type:  Coal Partial Inspection 

Inspection Reason:  Surety Release Requested 

Weather:  Clear 

 

Joint Inspection Agency: 
 
None 

 

Joint Inspection Contacts: 
 

 

Post Inspection Agency: 
 
None 

 

Post Inspection Contacts: 
 

 

Inspector(s): 
 
Robert Zuber, P.E. 

 

Leigh Simmons 

 

Inspector’s Signature:    Signature Date: 
 

 
                                                                                    7/2/2025 
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Inspection Topic Summary 
NOTE: Y=Inspected N=Not Inspected R=Comments Noted V=Violation Issued  NA=Not Applicable 

N  - Air Resource Protection 

N  - Availability of Records 

Y  - Backfill & Grading 

NA  - Excess Spoil and Dev. Waste 

NA  - Explosives 

N  - Fish & Wildlife 

Y  - Hydrologic Balance 

Y  - Gen. Compliance With Mine Plan 

N  - Other 

Y  - Processing Waste 

 

Y  - Roads 

Y  - Reclamation Success 

Y  - Revegetation 

Y  - Subsidence 

Y  - Slides and Other Damage 

N  - Support Facilities On-site 

N  - Signs and Markers 

N  - Support Facilities Not On-site 

N  - Special Categories Of Mining 

N  - Topsoil 

 

 
COMMENTS 

 
This inspection by the Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety (the Division) was conducted as part of the review of a 

bond release application (SL-04) submitted by Bowie Resources, LLC (BRL) on April 10, 2025.  This inspection is 

required by Rule 3.03.2(2). 

 

This inspection was conducted by Rob Zuber and Leigh Simmons of the Division on June 25, 2025.  Mr. Simmons was the 

lead inspector for the portion of the inspection related to surveying the topography of the gob piles.  Other participants 

included Ryan Wilson and Art Etter with Wolverine Fuels (parent company of BRL), Kyler Yingling  with the Office of 

Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE), and Tom Cummings with the Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM).  A representative of the private landowner for three of the gob vent borehole (GVB) pads, Legacy Ranches, was 

planning to attend the inspection (per correspondence during the weeks prior to the inspection), but he was not seen.     

 

The inspection included three general activities: 

• Assess the topography of the gob piles (aka, coal mine waste banks) 

• Assess the condition of remote areas 

• Assess the condition of ditches on the gob piles 

 

The maps at the end of this report illustrate the areas associated with these activities. These include a map showing 

locations of remote areas, a map showing the general locations of the gob piles, and maps illustrating the gob pile areas for 

SL-04.  This last map also includes the names and locations of ditches at the gob piles. 

 

The first part of the inspection entailed using an AeroPoint drone to collect elevation data and imagery of the portions of the 

gob piles that are the subject of SL-04.  On Gob Pile #3, four base points were placed around the pile, and the mission was 

flown by Leigh Simmons from the haul road above the pile (east of the Prep Plant).  On Gob Piles 1, 2, and 4, five base 

points were placed around these piles (which are close together and can be  
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considered one complex of piles), and the mission was flown from a high point above them, at the northeast corner of Gob 

Pile #4.  At the time of this inspection report, the data from this survey has not been processed.  It will be closely reviewed 

during the adequacy process for SL-04.   

 

The second part of the inspection entailed visiting remote areas of the mine site to determine if they are eligible for Phase I 

release.  These sites included four pads for reclaimed GVBs and the pad for the Terror Creek Vent Shaft.   

 

At all four GVB pads, it was clear that the holes had been sealed, based on visual observation.  Also, BRL provided proof 

of the sealing with a Drillhole Abandonment Report (received by the Division on August 23, 2022) for the GVBs.   

 

For all three of the GVB pads on private land, there is no erosion, and markers for former hole locations are in place.  These 

pads have not been reclaimed to match the approximate original contours, however, Section 2.05 of the permit states that 

drill pads will be graded to approximate original contours.  Therefore, these areas appear to not comply with Rule 

4.14.1(2a).  BRL will need to submit a Minor Revision to change the plan for these pads before the Division can release 

them.   

 

The fourth GVB pad, GVB-B17C, is on BLM land.  It has been graded well; it fits in with the surrounding topography, and 

there was no erosion identified.  Logs have been placed at the bottom of this pad to assist with erosion control.  The marker 

for this site was not seen.  BRL must place this marker and provide proof to the Division for this pad to be Phase I released 

(per Rule 4.07.3(2a)).   There is also an issue with overgrazing at this pad, which will have to be addressed for the 

vegetation to grow in the future, and for the site to be eligible for Phase II and Phase III release.    

 

The pad for the Terror Creek Vent Shaft has been reclaimed well.  The contours fit well into the surrounding topography.  

There is no erosion, and the vegetation cover is very good.  From visual observation, it was clear that the Terror Creek Vent 

Shaft has been sealed.   

 

The third part of the inspection entailed checking the ditches near the gob piles for stability and compliance with 

specifications in the Permit.  All ditches were found to be stable with no signs of erosion.  This is necessary for Phase I 

release of gob piles.  Rule 3.03.1(2a) states that an area cannot be released without drainage control in accordance with the 

approved reclamation plan.   

 

The specifications for ditches can be found in three volumes of the Permit (Volumes III, IX, and XI).  Specifications are 

listed in the following table. 
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Design Specs for Ditches Related to SL-04    

Ditch # Material D50 (in) Shape 
Minimum 
Depth (ft) 

Bottom 
Width (ft) Side slope Grade 

D-3 Riprap 6 Triangular 0.30 NA 1.5:1 20% - 50% 

D-6 Erodible NA Triangular 0.66 NA 1.5:1 2% 

D-8 Erodible NA Triangular 0.69 NA 
3:1(left), 

15:1(right) 3% 

D-9 Erodible NA Triangular 0.77 NA 
3:1(left), 

15:1(right) 2% 

D-10 Riprap 12 Triangular 0.70 NA 2:1 30% 

D-11 Riprap 12 Triangular 0.90 NA 2:1 30% 

        

F-4 Riprap 12 Triangular 2.60 NA 1.5:1 30% 

F-6 Erodible NA Triangular 0.70 NA 
3:1(left), 

20:1(right) 1.1% 

F-7 Riprap 12 Trapezoidal 0.76 3 2:1 2% 

F-7A Riprap 24 Triangular 0.90 NA 2:1 0.3% 

F-11 Erodible NA Triangular 0.63 NA 
3:1(left), 

15:1(right) 3.4% 

        

J-3 Erodible NA Trapezoidal 2.30 3 1.5:1 1% 

J-9 Riprap 15 Trapezoidal 1.30 3 1.5:1 11% 

J-11 Riprap 18 Trapezoidal 1.60 3 1.5:1 8% 

J-12 Erodible NA Triangular 0.70 NA 
20:1(left), 
3:1(right) 2% 

J-13 Erodible NA Triangular 0.70 NA 
3:1(left), 

20:1(right) 2% 
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All the specifications were met with the following exception.  In the specifications, Ditch F-7 (below Gob Pile #2) is listed 

as a riprap-lined channel.  However, field observation revealed that it is not riprap lined.  BRL has submitted a Minor 

Revision to change the analysis and specifications for this ditch; this revision (MR-211, submitted June 30, 2025) must be 

approved before the Division can release any tasks related to Gob Pile #2.   

 

Another issue is with Ditch F-4.  Part of it will need to be repaired where there is a crossing for trucks hauling soil to Gob 

Pile #2.  BRL should make this repair and provide the Division with proof of the work, such as photographs.   

 

 

  

 

DOCUMENTS RECEIVED - none 

OTHER (SPECIFY)   - none 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS/COMPLIANCE 
  
No enforcement actions were initiated as a result of this inspection, nor are any pending. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
 
 

 
South side of Gob Pile #3 – no erosion 
 
 

 
Leigh Simmons setting base point on Gob Pile #3 
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Base point at toe of Gob Pile #1 
 
 

 
Use of drone above Gob Pile #4 
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Pad for GVB-B17F – stable slope 
 
 

 
Pad for GVB-B17D – high, steep slope 
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Pad for GVB-B17C – well graded, branches for erosion control, poor vegetation 
 
 

 
Pad for Terror Creek Vent Shaft – well graded, good vegetation cover 
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Ditch F-4, east side of Gob Pile #2 
 
 

 
Ditch D-10, west side of Gob Pile #4 
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Ditch D-9, contour ditch in center of Gob Pile #4 
 
 

 
Ditch F-7, along toe of Gob Pile #2 – erodible channel does not meet the current spec, but is stable 
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Ditch J-11, east side of Gob Pile #3 
 
 

 
Ditch J-9, west side of Gob Pile #3 
 
 



 

 

 

MAPS 

 

Locations of remote areas 

General locations of the gob piles 

Maps illustrating the gob pile areas for SL-04 



 
 
Locations of Remote Areas for SL-04 
 
 

 
 
 
GVB pads in green oval. 
Terror Creek Vent Shaft pad in blue circle. 
Mine entrance in yellow circle.  
 
Approximate distance of one mile:    



General Locations of Gob Piles 
 

 
 
Gob Piles 1, 2, and 4 in red polygon. 
Gob Pile 3 in green polygon. 
Mine entrance in yellow circle. 

 
Approximate distance of 1,000 feet:   
 



Locations of Gob Pile Areas Related to the SL-04 Application 
 

 
 
 
Gob Pile #4 (SL-04 area)        Gob Pile #1 (SL-04 area)     
 
       Gob Pile #2 (SL-04 area)     
 
 
 
                                             Gob Pile #3 (SL-04 area)         
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