Envirepment, Inc.

LARRY E. O’BRIAN 7985 VANCE DRIVE, SUITE 205A
FOUNDER ARVADA, COLORADO 80003

STEVAN L. O’BRIAN 303-423-7297
PRESIDENT FAX 303-423-7599

May 22, 2025

Ms. Nikie Gagnon

Division of Reclamation, Mining & Safety
1313 Sherman St., #215

Denver, CO 80215

Dear Nikie;

RE: L.G. Everist, Inc.
Ragsdale Reservoirs, Permit #M-2020-007
Adequacy Response #1

On behalf of my client L.G. Everist, Inc., I will respond to
your May 8, 2025 adequacy review letter in the order and number
format presented in that document. We have copied each inquiry
into this document for ease of review.

Other Agency Comments:

1. The Division received comments from Colorado Parks and Wildlife and the Colorado
Division of Water Resources. The comment letters are attached for your review. Please
acknowledge and address the comments noted in the letters and make changes to the
application/exhibits as necessary.

We acknowledge that L.G. Everist, Inc has received, reviewed and
responded to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Colorado Parks &
Wildlife and the Colorado Department of Water Resources comment
letters. Our review comments are attached.

Notices (Rule 1.6.2):

2. Asrequired by Rule 1.6.2(d) and 1.6.5(2), please submit proof of publication in a newspa-
per of general circulation in the locality of the proposed mining operation. Proof of publica-
tion may consist of either a copy of the last newspaper publication, to include the date
published, or a notarized statement from the paper.

Attached is the Proof of Publication.

3. As required by Rule 1.6.2 (e), please submit Proof of Notice to all Owners of Record of the
surface and mineral rights of the affected land and the Owners of Record of all land
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surface within 200 feet of the boundary of affected land. Proof of Notice may be by
submitting return receipts of a certified mailing or by proof of personal service.

All notice letters were mailed Certified & Return Receipt.
Attached are copies of the Certified Mail Receipts, the Return
Receipts that were returned to L.G. Everist, or a print-out of
USPS records showing tracking, or proof of delivery if the USPS
failed to return the card.

Exhibit D - Mining Plan (Rule 6.4.4):

4. The applicant did not provide a time line for construction of the conveyor; however, the
Division acknowledges that L.G. is currently working on obtaining agreements with UPRR
and CDOT to obtain the necessary agreements and permits to cross the railroad and
highway 85. In accordance with Rule 6.4.4(a), once these agreements are in place, please
commit to informing the Division of the time frame for surface disturbance related to
installing the conveyor and of any changes to the location of the piers that will be con-
structed to support the conveyer, as depicted on the mining plan maps. At that time, the
Division will review the reclamation bond to ensure that the cost estimate provided for the
demolition of the piers is adequate.

L.G. Everist, Inc. will commit to providing copies of the signed
crossing agreements and notifying the Division on the timetable
for construction of the crossing structures. This will be done
prior to construction to allow for time to review the reclamation
bond if needed.

Exhibit E - Reclamation Plan (Rule 6.4.5):

5. The approved Reclamation Plan and the Bank Armoring Plan (2020) state that the west
banks of Phase 1 and Phase 2 will be armored with concrete between 9 to 15 inches,
averaging 12 inches, from the surface of the ground to a point 5 feet below the thalweg of
the South Platte River. The above water portions will be soiled and revegetated. In the
amendment application, the Operator proposes an alternative, to leave a gravel band
around the reservoirs between the high-water line and the slurry wall. An access road will
be left in place around the reservoirs in the graveled areas. No soil cover or vegetation will
be done. Additionally, no soil cover is proposed on the armored areas, but the voids
between the recycled concrete will be filled with natural pit run material. The Bank Armoring
Plan does not include any geotextile or granular filter under the armoring material to
prevent soil from eroding and compromising the integrity of the slope. Please explain why
this is excluded and describe how wind and water erosion of the natural pit run (dirty sand
and gravel) will be prevented.

We did the Bank Armoring Plan in 2019, so when designing the
armoring plan we used the UDFCD (now MHFCD) Technical Review
Guideline For Gravel Mining & Water Storage Activities (January
2013), manual armoring design criteria, Section 2.4 Pit Side Bank
Protection beginning on page 15, there is no mention of using a
geotextile under the armoring since this armoring is intended to
only be needed if there is a flood event and not for wave protec-—
tion. A granular filter is not needed since the banks of the
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reservoirs are natural gravel that serves as a granular
underlayment which allows the slopes to drain as the water level
in the reservoir raises and lowers. The armoring material is also
large enough that it is not prone to wind erosion. The dirty
sand and gravel will be locked into the armoring so it will stay
in place. There may be an insignificant amount of erosion on the
surface since you can’t prevent all erosion as it is a natural
occurrence. The guidelines are intended to minimize erosion and
follow the UDFCD guidelines. Periodic grading may need to be
done until ready for release to the owners.

Note: The Bank Armoring Plan (page 116) has the incorrect permit number and incorrect
operator (page 117) in the header at the top. Please correct this and resubmit.

Thank you for catching this, both pages were corrected and a new
version is attached.

6. On Page 24, the applicant requests that the establishment of full revegetation will not be
required for permit acreage release if “reasonable assurance” that the development for the
approved post mining land use will continue prior to establishing permanent vegetation.
This issue was addressed in the original application and the language should be removed
from the revised Reclamation Plan Post mining revegetation will need to be established
and largely weed-free prior to the release of an area from the DRMS permit. No “reason-
able assurance” exceptions as described in the reclamation plan will be made. Please
update the reclamation plan to be consistent with the requirements in Rule 3.1.10.9.

I have corrected this. I forgot when revising the Reclamation
Plan that the “Reasonable Assurance” section was removed from the
Reclamation Plan in the Adequacy 02 response dated 7/29/2021. I
have attached a copy of page 24 showing the area removed and a
complete Exhibit E — Reclamation Plan to replace the one in the
file.

Also, LGE was contacted by KP Kauffman 0Oil regarding their Iona Unit
B-2 well in the SW corner of Stage 5. It is shut in but they do not
plan to abandon it anytime soon. I have revised and included Exhibit
C-1 Mining Plan Map, Exhibit F - Reclamation Plan Map-Option A and
Exhibit F - Reclamation Plan Map-Option B to show how the area around
the well would look if it remains when the area is mined.

Exhibit M - Other Permit and Licenses (Rule 6.4.13):

7. Please revise Exhibit M to list the other permits that will be required to install the conveyor.
Additionally, please update item #2 to indicate the Weld County Use by Special Review
permit will need to be revised for the conveyor.

Attached is a revised copy of Exhibit M - Other Permits and Licenses
as requested. I attached a clean copy and a copy where the revi-
sions are red text for easier review.
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LIST OF ATTACHMENTS TO THIS RESPONSE:

Responses to Commentors Exhibit M - Other Permits and Licenses - revised
Proof of Publication County Clerks Office proof of placement
Adjoining Owner Return Receipts Map Exhibit C-1 Mining Plan

Exhibit E - Reclamation Plan - revised Map Exhibit F-A Reclamation Plan - Option A
Bank Armoring Plan - corrected Map Exhibit F-B Reclamation Plan - Option B

I hope these responses have addressed the adequacy questions
you have. I have placed a copy of this packet with the Weld
County Clerks’ office as required. If you have any questions
please contact me.

Sincerely,
Environment, In

g,/é %&&

Stevan L. O’Brian
President

cc L.G. Everist, Inc.

Weld County Clerk
file

enclosures



Comment responses follow for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Division of Water
resources, and the Colorado Parkes and Wildlife Division comment letters We have
responded to them in the order presented in their documents.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Anywork letter - Received 02/28/2025

L.G. Everist, Inc understand the need for a 404 permit if Waters
of the US will be impacted. An extensive WOTUS study as done in
2019-2020 for the Ragsdale Reservoirs area and the mining plan
was designed to not impact the areas identified as jurisdictional
areas. The 26.62 acres being added contain no wetland areas.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife - Received 03/03/2025

I wish to thank the CPW for their comments and suggestions. L.G.
Everist, Inc. has been operating this site since 2020 with
little disruption of wildlife in the surrounding areas. The area

has been intensively farmed for many years and is divided by a
major highway and Railroad line so it is not virgin wildlife
habitat.

The Importance Of High Priority Habitats

The deer habitat shown on the CPW exhibit lay along the South
Platte River corridor and except for a very thin section east
of the river corridor it will not be impacted by the mining
operations. In 2020 they purposely avoided mining within 100
feet of the levee running along the east bank of the river to
protect that corridor. Construction of the slurry walls and
french drain (aka under-drain) were completed last summer
outside the winter period. The french drain crosses a section
of the corridor area and a review of the construction areas
shows numerous deer trails crossing the area indicating it did
not disrupt deer use. The deer utilize the mining areas after-
hours when no mining is taking place as it is a safe area where
they are not disturbed.

Bald Eagle Active Nest Site

This was discussed by LGE’s consultants Savage & Savage with
Ms. Kristin Salamack of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in
July 2020. She determined that the appropriate seasonal dis-
turbance setback from the eagles nest was 660 feet during the

L.G. Everist, Inc. May 22, 2025
Ragsdale Reservoirs AM-01 Comment responses



Noxious Weeds and Native Re-seeding

L.G. Everist, Inc. has a weed control plan that is activity
followed on the disturbed areas with spraying taking place as
needed. The grass seed mixture currently used on areas needing
revegetation contain native species to the area and was de-
signed with the help of the Brighton Office of the NRCS for use
on mining operations in their region.

Lighting

The only areas that are 1lit after dark are in the immediate
area of the Plant site and equipment storage areas along HWY 85
for safety and security purposes. The lights meet the Feder
Health and Safety requirements of the U.S. Mine Safety and
Health Administration (MSHA).

Division of Water Resources - received 04/04/2025

L.G. Everist, Inc. understands the Division requirements for a
gravel mine’s use of water. They maintain, update and renew their
Substitute Water Supply Plan as required and provide replacement
water for losses associated with dewatering, gravel production,
dust control and surface evaporation.

A french drain has been installed between Reservoir #1 and Reser-
voir #2 to alleviate mounding on the east side of the reservoirs
and return the ground water to the rivers system in a timely
manner.

The new areas added will not be mined or expose groundwater.
Their the primary uses are to allow for more surface operating
area and buffers around the west reservoirs, and as a transporta-
tion corridor for a propose conveyor from the eastern Phases to
the Plant Site in Phase 3.

L.G. Everist, Inc. May 22, 2025
Ragsdale Reservoirs AM-01 Comment responses



January 1 to August 31 nesting period. In 2020 or 2021 the
original nest was destroyed by natural events and a new nest
was recently rebuilt approximately 270 feet farther north.

This removed all but a very small section of Phase 2 from the
required setback. We thank the CPW for their recommendations
but a half mile (2640 ft) or a Quarter mile (1320 ft), would
put much of the Western mining areas off limits. We will
follow the USFWS recommendations of no mining activities within
660 feet (1/8 mile) of the new nest during January 1 to August
31. The area covered by the 660 ft restricted area is shown on
Map Exhibit C-1 - Mining Plan. The new nest was built during
construction of the slurry wall and stripping operations and it
did not appear to disrupt the eagles.

As for the winter roost areas. The mine is only active in the
winter months during daylight hours Monday thru Friday. Much
of the area shown in their circle was farmland that had few
trees suitable, as CPW described for roosting and those have
not been disturbed nor will be by mining.

Raptors and Migratory Birds

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was consulted during the
original permitting process in 2020, so it is not a new opera-
tion. The original site investigations indicated there were no
Raptor nests in the immediate vicinity of the permit area,
except the eagle nest near the NW corner of Stage 2. A commit-—
ment was made in 2020 to review the area to be mined annually
for raptor nests and precautions would be taken to not destroy
or disrupt their use in late spring and early summer. The mine
has been in operation now for almost 3 years and no nests have
been found in or around the mining areas. We have no control
if nests are build next to the processing plant which operates
year around.

Fencing

The owners of the land are responsible for fencing their prop-
erty. L.G. Everist, Inc. does not fence the mine perimeter but
used dirt berms to limit unauthorized entry or visual impacts

from outside the mine area. The land owners use 3 strand wire
fence to keep livestock from leaving their property where
needed.

L.G. Everist, Inc. May 22, 2025
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L.G. Everist, Inc
Ragsdale Reservoirs M-2020-007

Colorado Community Media
750 W. Hampden Ave. Suite 225
Englewood, CO 80110

Environment, Inc.**
7985 Vance Dr., #205A
Arvada CO 80003

AFFIDAVIT OF
PUBLICATION

State of Colorado }
County of Weld }ss

This Affidavit of Publication for the Fort Lupton Press, a weekly newspaper,
printed and published for the County of Weld, State of Colorado, hereby
certifies that the attached legal notice was published in said newspaper
once in each week, for 4 successive week(s), the last of which publication
was made 4/3/2025, and that copies of each number of said paper in
which said Public Notice was published were delivered by carriers or
transmitted by mail to each of the subscribers of said paper, according to
their accustomed mode of business in this office.

L LB

Forthe Fort Lupton Press

State of Colorado }
County of Arapahoe }ss

The above Affidavit and Certificate of Publication was subscribed and
sworn to before me by the above named Linda Shapley, publisher of said
newspaper, who is personally known to me to be the identical person in the
above cerificate on 4/3/2025. Linda Shapley has verified to me that she
has adopted an electronic signature to function as her signature on this
document.

20134029363-242614
Jean Schaffer
Notary Public
My commission ends January 16, 2028

JEAN SCHAFFER
NOTARY PUBLIC - STATE OF COLORADO

NOTARY ID 201340291363
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES JAN 16, 2028

PROOF OF PUBLICATION - AM-01
April 3, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLISHED NOTICE OF APPLICATION
AMENDMENT FILING FOR
A REGULAR (112) CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS RECLAMATION PERMIT

LG Ewverist, Incorporated has filed an
application amendmaent to their Reclamation
Permit with the Colorado Mined Land
Reclamation Board under the Msions of
the Colorado Mined Land Reclamation Act
for the ext of constructi tenal:
The mine is known as the Ragsdale
Reservoirs (permit # M-2020-007) and is
located in parts of Sections 7, 8, 17, 18, and
19, all within Township 2 North, Range 66
Wesl, Bth Principal Meridian, Weld County,
Colorado.

The date of commencement for this mine
was 2022 and the proposed date of
completion Decomber 2060. The propoaed
future use of the land is as developed waler
storage.

Additional information and the tentative
decision dale may be oblained from the
Division of Reclamaton, Minl & Safety,
1313 Sherman St Suite 215, Denver, CO
80203 (303) 866-3567, or al the Weld
County Clerk to the Board's office, 1150 O
5L, Greeley, Colorado 80632, or the above
named applicant.

Comments must be in writing and must be
recoived by the Division of Reclamation
Mining and Safety by 4.00 p.m. on April 23,
2025

Reclamation, Mining & Safety or the Mined
Land Rec'amation Board,

L.G. Everist, Inc.
Henderson, Colorado

Legal Notice No. FLP1221

First Publication: 13-March-2025
Second Publication® 20-March-2028
Third Publication: 27-March-2025
Last Publication: 3-April-2025
Publisher: Fort Lupton Press



L.G. Everist, Inc. - Ragsdale Reservoirs (DRMS M-2020-007)
Exhibit O - Owners of Record, Right-of-Way & Easement Holders
WITHIN 200 FEET OF PERMIT AREA

Adjoining Landowners within 200

RETURN RECEIPT -

Foni e ma i s Address Certified Mail # date sent status
Attn: Patrick Cannon
Cannon Land Company 3333 S Wadsworth Blvd, Suite D-208 2232:2;;2:2570' 03/14/25 got return receipt
Lakewood, CO 80227
Shaun McPeek Estate (land addr: Attn: Mr. Jaime McPeek, Executor 9589-0710-5270- NOTHING BACK -
9997 US Hwy 85, Fort Lupton, CO 10584 County Road 31 9979-3564-17 03/14/25 USPS Tracking
80621) Fort Lupton, CO 80621 "Delivered 03/17"
. . RETURNED - USPS
210 University Blvd, Denver, CO 9589-0710-5270- o
Platte Land & Water 80206 9279-3564-24 03/14/25 Track;ng unaible to
orward
RETURNED - USPS
9378 Weld County Road 25, Fort 9589-0710-5270- o
45 Acres LLC Lupton, CO 80621 2279-3564-31 03/14/25 Track;zgw:rrgﬁble to
Central Colorado Water Conservation|3029 W. 28th Street, Greeley, CO 9589-0710-5270- 03/14/25 of returm receiot
District 80634 2272-3564-48 e g
9208 County Road 25 9589-0710-5270- )
Nelva M & Darrell L Bearson Fort Lupton, CO 80621 9279-3564-55 03/14/25 got return receipt
. 12877 County Road 18, Fort Lupton, [9589-0710-5270- .
Parker Family Land Company LLC CO 80621 8805 9979-3564-62 03/14/25 got return receipt
— Attn: Kevin Schmidt, Pres.
E_IZEGDV; I:sé\l/:;'lgawtrl](;r:)Company PO Box 336483 gg?g:gg;g:?gﬂ)- 03/14/25 got return receipt
Greeley, CO 80633-0609
Paulette J Evans and Michael D 8713 US Highway 85 9589-0710-5270- 0314125 S(s);:?gjﬁcﬁé
Bangert Fort Lupton, CO 80621 2272-3564-86 transit" g
NOTHING BACK -
13042 County Road 20, Fort Lupton, [9589-0710-5270- )
T&M Truck & Auto LLC 03/14/25 USPS Tracking
CO 80621 9502 2272-3564-93 "Delivered 03/17"
. - 7404 Yorkshire Drive 9589-0710-5270- :
Castle Pines North Metro District Castle Pines, CO 80108 9279-3565-09 03/14/25 got return receipt
Darrel & Suzann McCrumb, and 13521 County Road 20, Fort Lupton, |9589-0710-5270- 03/14/25 o returmn receiot
Patrick & Kayla Hladky CO 80621 2272-3565-16 2 .
RETURNED - USPS
PO Box 888 9589-0710-5270- o
Bartez, LLC Longmont, CO 80502 9979-3565-23 03/14/25 Track]lcggw:rrzﬁble to
. . 13756 County Road 22 9589-0710-5270- :
Sandy & David Pechin Fort Lupton, CO 80621 9279-3565-30 03/14/25 got return receipt
- 13524 County Road 22 9589-0710-5270- :
Kristi & Ronald A. Pacheco Fort Lupton, CO 80621 9279-3565-47 03/14/25 got return receipt
Gerald N Calvin Living Trust and PO Box 429 9589-0710-5270- 03/14/25 of returm receiot
Karen Herman-Calvin Living Trust Fort Lupton, CO 80621 2272-3565-54 9 P
c/o Joanna Sakata
Yoshi and Suzu LLLP PO Box 508 gg?g:ggégzg?o' 03/14/25 got return receipt
Brighton, CO 80601
. RETURNED - USPS
. 10952 US Highway 85 9589-0710-5270- o
Kunzman Family LLC Fort Lupton, CO 80621 9979-3565-78 03/14/25 TraCk]I‘ggw:r:i?ble to
Debra Herman 10225 County Road 25.5, Fort 9589-0710-5270- 03/14/25 got return receipt

Lupton, CO 80621 9623

2272-3565-85

RR-DRMS-ExO-Landowners & ROW List for Public Notice-2020 & 2025














































L.G. Everist, Inc. - Ragsdale Reservoirs (DRMS M-2020-007)
Exhibit O - Owners of Record, Right-of-Way & Easement Holders
WITHIN 200 FEET OF PERMIT AREA

Right-of-Ways & Easements on or

RETURN RECEIPT -

within 200 feet of permit area GERICED Certified Mail # date sent status
Attn: Rod S. Carroll, General Director
. o . Real Estate, 1400 Douglas Street— |7016-1370-0001- .
Union Pacific Railroad Stop 1690 0668-7016 03/14/25 got return receipt
Omaha, NB 68179
Colorado Dept of Transportation - |10601 W 10th Street 7016-1370-0001- NOTHING BACK -
Region 4 Greeley, CO 80634 0668-7023 03/14/25 USPS Tracking
9 ' "Delivered 03/17"
1150 O Street
Weld County Commissioners PO Box 758 gg;g:;ggg_oom_ 03/14/25 got return receipt
Greeley, CO 80631
L Attn: Kevin Schmidt, Pres. LANDOWNER & LANDOWNER &
TZtLeDVS?I:sé\I/Ulgatlon Company PO Box 336483 ROW, gets letter as | ROW, gets letter SE(E)tLrét':‘J?nomWCNeF? )
( owner) Greeley, CO 80633-0609 landowner as landowner 9 2
Farmers Reservoir and Irrigation Co |80 South 27th Avenue 7016-1370-0001- 03/14/25 o returm receiot
(FRICO) Brighton, CO 80601 0668-7047 2 .
Attn: Gary Herman
Platteville Irrigation & Milling Co 12994 County Road 28 gg;g:;g;g_oom_ 03/14/25 got return receipt
Platteville, CO 80651
. c/o Timothy D Kunkleman
Century Link 931 14th Street, Suite 1230, Denver, gg;gzlgg?-oom- 03/14/25 got return receipt
CO 80202
Attn: Diane Browning
. 6450 Sprint Parkway 7016-1370-0001- .
US Sprint Mailstop KSOPHN0312 0668-7078 03/14/25 got return receipt
Overland Park, KS 66251
— 7700 E. Arapahoe RD, Suite 220 7016-1370-0001- )
Level 3 Communications, LLC Centennial, CO 80112 0668-7085 03/14/25 got return receipt
United Power, Inc. and Attn: Robert Broderick, Gen Mor—17016.1370-0001- .
Union Rural Electric Assoc 500 Cooperative Way 0668-7092 03/14/25 got return receipt
Brighton, CO 80603
Attn: Lew Hagenlock 7016-1370-0001- RETURNED - USPS
DCP Operating Company, LP 370 17th Street, Suite 2500 0668-7108 03/14/25 Tracking "unable to
Denver, CO 80202 forward"
gzrsro'tl";i:e - North American Attn: David Van Der Veren, 501 N.  [7016-1370-0001- 0314125 ot returm receint
Division Blvd, Platteville, CO 80651 |0668-7115 < i
Attn: Ross Watzman
KP Kauffman 1700 Lincoln St, Suite 4550 gg;gﬁ;g-oom- 03/14/25 got return receipt
Denver, CO 80203
Attn: Catherine Aniello 7016-1370-0001- RETURNI%D - USPS
Sundance Energy ROW 633 17th Street, #1950 0668-7139 03/14/25 Tracking "unable to
Denver, CO 80202 forward"
Attn: Michael E Korenblat 7016-1370-0001- RETURNED - USPS
Suncor Energy (USA) Pipeline Co. 717 17th Street, #2900 0668-7146 03/14/25 Tracking "unable to
Denver, CO 80202 forward"
. . Attn: David Beach NOTHING BACK -
gadd'e %‘#.te Rockies Midstream LLC 1o Main Avenue, #301 gg;g-;%g-oom- 03/14/25 USPS Tracking
enver Oriice Durango, CO 81301 - "Delivered 03/17"
. Attn: Todd Elton RETURNED - USPS
3‘(’) iszthM'\iﬂcﬁfrt;Ziqmﬁll_? 1600 Broadway, #2400 gg;gzﬁgg-oom- 03/14/25 | Tracking "unable to
Denver, CO 80202 forward"
Attn: Will Brown, VP
Colorado Interstate Gas (CIG) c/o 2 N Nevada Avenue 7016-1370-0001- 03/14/25 e G et

Kinder Morgan Inc.

Colorado Springs, CO 80903

0668-7177

RR-DRMS-ExO-Landowners & ROW List for Public Notice-2020 & 2025
















































