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MINERALS PROGRAM INSPECTION REPORT 
PHONE:  (303) 866-3567 

 
The Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety has conducted an inspection of the mining operation 
noted below. This report documents observations concerning compliance with the terms of the permit 
and applicable rules and regulations of the Mined Land Reclamation Board.  

 
MINE NAME: 
Moores Agg Fields 

MINE/PROSPECTING ID#: 
M-2023-044 

MINERAL: 
Unknown commodity 

COUNTY: 
Mesa 

INSPECTION TYPE: 
Illegal(Unpermitted Operation) 

WEATHER:   
Clear 

INSP. DATE: 
April 2, 2025 

INSP. TIME: 
10:00 

OPERATOR: 
Moores Ranching 

OPERATOR REPRESENTATIVE: 
Leon and Ray Moores 

TYPE OF OPERATION: 
IM - Is it Mining 

REASON FOR INSPECTION: 
Citizen Complaint 

BOND CALCULATION TYPE: 
None 

BOND AMOUNT: 
$0.00 

DATE OF COMPLAINT: 
NA 

POST INSP. CONTACTS: 
DRMS 

JOINT INSP. AGENCY: 
None 

INSPECTOR(S): 
Amy Yeldell 
 
 

INSPECTOR’S SIGNATURE: 

 

SIGNATURE DATE: 
April 4, 2025 

 
GENERAL INSPECTION TOPICS 

This list identifies the environmental and permit parameters inspected and gives a categorical evaluation of each. No problems 
or possible violations were noted during the inspection. The mine operation was found to be in full compliance with Mineral 
Rules and Regulations of the Colorado Mined Land Reclamation Board for the Extraction of Construction Materials and/or 
for Hard Rock, Metal and Designated Mining Operations. Any person engaged in any mining operation shall notify the office 
of any failure or imminent failure, as soon as reasonably practicable after such person has knowledge of such condition or of 
any impoundment, embankment, or slope that poses a reasonable potential for danger to any persons or property or to the 
environment; or any environmental protection facility designed to contain or control chemicals or waste which are acid or 
toxic-forming, as identified in the permit.  

 
(AR) RECORDS----------------------------------- N (FN) FINANCIAL WARRANTY-------- NA (RD) ROADS------------------ Y 

(HB) HYDROLOGIC BALANCE------------- Y (BG) BACKFILL & GRADING---------- N (EX) EXPLOSIVES--------- NA 

(PW) PROCESSING WASTE/TAILING---- NA (SF) PROCESSING FACILITIES------- N (TS) TOPSOIL---------------- N 

(MP) GENL MINE PLAN COMPLIANCE- NA (FW) FISH & WILDLIFE----------------- Y (RV) REVEGETATION---- NA 

(SM) SIGNS AND MARKERS----------------- NA (SP) STORM WATER MGT PLAN---- N (RS) RECL PLAN/COMP-- NA 

(ES) OVERBURDEN/DEV. WASTE--------- Y (SC) EROSION/SEDIMENTATION--- N (ST) STIPULATIONS------- NA 

(AT) ACID OR TOXIC MATERIALS------- Y (OD) OFF-SITE DAMAGE---------------- Y   

Y = Inspected / N = Not inspected / NA = Not applicable to this operation / PB = Problem cited / PV = Possible violation cited  



PERMIT #: M-2023-044 
INSPECTOR’S INITIALS: ACY 

INSPECTION DATE: April 2, 2025 
 

 
Page 2 of 8 

 
OBSERVATIONS 

 
On March 20, 2025, the Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety (Division) received a citizen 
complaint from Joseph Larsen regarding potential illegal or off-site mining. The complaint was forwarded to the 
landowner/operator Moores Mining, LLC on March 24, 2024.  Given that the landowner/operator has a permit, 
the complaint (CT-2) was originally indexed under the Permit No. M-1980-178.  The Division later determined 
that the area in question was separate from the permitted mining operation and was previously investigated in 
December of 2023. All information regarding the alleged illegal mine will be under File No. M-2023-044. 
 
On March 24, 2025, the Division spoke on the phone with Leon Moores of Moores Mining, LLC to set up an 
investigation inspection. During the phone call it was explained by Mr. Moores that no additional work to the 
south fields has occurred since the previous inspection. They have been clearing dead trees from the property 
which has opened things up.  
 
On April 2, 2025, the Division conducted a site inspection of the areas pertaining to the citizen complaint. Amy 
Yeldell of the Division conducted the inspection. Leon and Ray Moores accompanied. The complainant was not 
present for the inspection.  
 
Provided in the complaint was a map with six areas noted as possible illegal mining activity. First the Division 
looked at Area 5. This is a buried irrigation pipeline that was installed between 2012-2014 according to Mr. 
Moores. Division staff walked the extent of the pipeline. A flat road was left for access to valves and vent pipes. 
The road has self-reclaimed and there appears to be no recent disturbances to this feature. Mr. Moore did 
indicate that when installing the pipe, they utilized fines from their permitted pit as bedding material for the 
pipe. Periodically there are small excess piles left adjacent to the pipeline.  
 
Next the Division observed Area 6. This is a one lane metal bridge to cross the creek. There is evidence where 
oversize equipment that has crossed the creek periodically, but the banks are vegetated and appear intact. There 
were no recent signs of crossing. Water was crystal clear with no indications of negative impacts from crossing. 
No excavations were observed along the creek banks. Mr. Moore did indicate as some point they plan to remove 
the dead trees that have fallen into the creek but that no excavations are anticipated. 
 
Areas 3 and 4 are ponds. They store excess irrigation water and have been stocked with fish for recreational 
fishing. Mr. Moores indicated that they have permits on them for stocking of the fish. Banks appear stable with 
no indications of recent excavations. There is a road to the southeast of the pond in Area 4 that was created for 
hunting access. 
 
Area 1 was previously investigated in December of 2023. No changes to the site have been made. A screen was 
located on site but has not been used within the past year. The upper field is flat with fines and being used to 
feed livestock. The lower field portion has not been completed and is mostly a rocky field. The intention is to 
clear rocks and level to increase irrigable land and grazing. There is piped irrigation to this area.  A road extends 
from Area 1 to Area 2. This is for agricultural use to check cows and hunting and public land access.  
 
All disturbances indicated in the complaint are located on private land. As previously mentioned, clearing of 
dead trees has been a recent activity on site. They use their mining haul trucks to transport the downed timber 
before its processed as firewood. No recent excavations were observed,  and no exposed groundwater was 
observed. All activities noted in the complaint appear to be associated with agricultural use and not within the 
Division’s jurisdiction. No further action is required.  
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Responses to this inspection report should be directed to: Amy Yeldell at the Division of Reclamation, Mining 
and Safety, Room 215, 1001 E 62nd Ave Denver, CO 80216. Direct contact can be made by phone at 970-210-
1272 or via email at amy.yeldell@state.co.us 
 
Inspection Contact Address 
Leon and Ray Moores 
Moores Ranching 
32905 Highway 141 
Gateway, CO 81522 
 
Enclosure 
 
CC: 
Travis Marshall, DRMS 
Joesph Larsen, josephlarsen711@gmail.com 
 
 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 

mailto:josephlarsen711@gmail.com
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