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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

Date: March 12, 2025 
 
To: Brock Bowles, DRMS 
 
From: Hunter Ridley, DRMS 
 
RE:  Colowyo Coal Mine, Permit No. C-1981-019, TR-166 Review, Revised Topsoil 
Replacement Plan & Seed Mix 
 
On March 11, 2025, the Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety (Division) received an 
application for Technical Revision No. 166 (TR-166) from Colowyo Coal Company L.P. (Colowyo) 
for the Colowyo Coal Mine. The purpose of TR-166 is to revise the current topsoil replacement plan 
and wildlife seed mixture for the site, as recent analysis has revealed that vegetative establishment in 
areas of final reclamation has not been achieving a desired outcome.  
 
Currently, topsoil replacement is dictated by severity of slope, with slopes less than ten percent 
receiving four inches of topsoil and slopes greater than ten percent receiving a variable replacement 
depth from six to twelve inches. With this revision, Colowyo is proposing a uniform topsoil depth 
replacement of nine inches across all areas of wildlife and grazingland post mining land uses. 
Colowyo believes this more uniform replacement depth will provide additional moisture retention in 
topsoil and additional rooting zones for vegetation. TR-166 also proposes to revise the current wildlife 
seed mixture to incorporate more rhizomatous grasses which will allow for quicker establishment and 
limited erosion. 
 
I would like to request your assistance in reviewing this Technical Revision application. Attached to 
this memo is Figure 5-3 from Colowyo’s 2024 Annual Reclamation Report, as referenced in the TR 
submittal letter, which may be useful for your review. Additionally, I have attached Colowyo’s 
currently approved Reclamation Plan narrative section and wildlife and grazingland seed mixture 
tables for your comparative review. The current decision date is set for May 11, 2025. Please submit 
a memorandum to me by April 21, 2025, if possible.  If you need more time, let me know. Feel free 
to reach out if you have any additional questions or concerns 
 
Sincerely, 
Hunter C. Ridley 

 
 
CC: Zach Trujillo, DRMS 
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FFigure 5-3 –Topsoil Balance 
 

1 Disturbed Lands 5,239.1 acres  
 (See Figure 2-1)    
     

2 Lands with Redistributed Topsoil 1,999.7 acres  
 (See Figure 2-1)    
     

3 Lands Yet to be Retopsoiled (Line 1 Minus 2) 3,239.4 acres  
     

4 Lands Yet to be Retopsoiled 141,108,000.0 sq. feet  
     

5 Volume of Topsoil in Stockpiles 5,488,912 
cu. 
yards*  

 (From Figure 5-2)    
     

6 Line 5 times 27 148,201,000 cu. ft  
     

7 Average Replacement Depth Available 1.1 feet  
 (Line 6 divided by Line 4)    
     

8 Average Replacement Depth Available 12.6 inches  
     
Note
: 

Values presented above represent an estimate of areas and volumes as of the date shown 
above. 

 Stockpile inventories change frequently as mining plans vary.   
 

 
 

 
 
 



TABLES

Tables 115 Revision Date: 3/20/24
Revision No.:   MR-254

Table 2.05-7 Grazingland Seed Mixture

Seed Mix Comments
1) The correct sagebrush seed ( Artemisia vaseyana – pauciflora) from sources as close as
possible to the Axial Basin will be requested from seed suppliers along with tag verification.  
A stipulation will be added to bid documentation to require the successful supplier(s) to
verify sage subspecies and collection location and elevation.   



TABLES

Tables 116 Revision Date: 3/20/24
Revision No.:   MR-254

Table 2.05-8 Wildlife Habitat Seed Mixture
Seed Mix Comments

1) The correct sagebrush seed ( Artemisia vaseyana – pauciflora) from sources as close as
possible to the Axial Basin will be requested from seed suppliers along with tag verification.  
A stipulation will be added to bid documentation to require the successful supplier(s) to
verify sage subspecies and collection location and elevation.   



TABLES

Tables 117 Revision Date: 3/20/24
Revision No.:   MR-254

Table 2.05-9 List of Contingency Seed Mixture Substitutions

Should one or more of the species in Table 2.05-7 and 8 be unavailable or proven ineffective, 
then substitutes from this list will be selected in the priority stated.  They will be placed in the
seed mix at the rate specified in the priority stated.  They will be placed in the seed mix at the rate
specified for the unavailable/unsuitable species or as appropriate.  If more than one species of a
given lifeform cannot be obtained or is otherwise unsuitable, then the first and second priorities in
the substitute list will be used.  Colowyo can also choose to increase a seeding rate of an
approved species if a corresponding substitute is not available rather than choose a substitute
from Table 2.05-9.   



RULE 2 PERMITS

The topography following mining and reclamation activities is shown on the Postmining
Topography Map ( Map 19).  Cross sections relating the premining and postmining topographic
configurations are presented as the Premining and Postmining Cross Section Maps ( Maps 20 and
20A).

Coal Handling Structures

Map 1 Surface ownership shows pre-mining contours and Map 19A Postmining Topography
Gossard Area shows post-mining contours of the loadout. All facilities not to be included as part
of the post-mining land use will be removed( see Section 2.05. 5). After the facilities are removed,

the land will be regraded to blend with the existing undisturbed topography, retopsoiled and
revegetated in accordance with Section 2. 05.4.

The detailed description of the various coal crushing, handling and loadout facilities for the
Colowyo operation is found under the Mine Facilities Section in 2. 05. 3. The location of the coal

processing facilities is found on the Existing Structures - North Map ( Map 21), the Existing
Structures - South Map ( Map 22) and the Existing Structures- Lower Wilson/ South Taylor Map
Map 22A).

Coal Processing Waste and Non-Coal Processing Waste

Not applicable. Colowyo uses dry crushing facility for coal preparation; no coal processing waste,
as defined in Rule 1. 04 " DEFINITIONS", is produced from any part of the mining operations.

Underground Development Waste

Not applicable.  Colowyo is not conducting an underground operation.

Return of Coal Processing Waste to Abandon Workings

Not applicable. No coal processing waste as defined in Rule 1. 04 " DEFINITIONS", is produced
from any part of the Colowyo mining operations.

2. 05.4 Reclamation Plan

The objective of the reclamation plan is to stabilize the soil, maintain hydrologic function, re-
establish appropriate vegetation, and to restore the approximate original contour of the mined area.

Ultimately, the areas being mined will be returned to an appropriate and productive post-mining
land use, with watersheds having their approximate pre-mining character.  In general, the long
term appearance and beneficial uses of the mined area will be similar to that which would have

been encountered prior to mining activity.

The principal basis of Colowyo' s reclamation plan is to rebuild a post mine landscape that mimics
the natural terrain features, accounting for local slope aspects, steepness, and topographic features.
By incorporating variation in the terrain, the reclamation system will encourage the establishment,
sucession, and persistence of mixed native vegetation communities.  These efforts will facilitate
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