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DEVELOPERS OF AGRICULTURE

January 31, 2025

Patrick Lennberg

Division of Reclamation, Mining, and Safety
1313 Sherman Street, Room 215

Denver, CO 80203

RE: M-2024-055
LTS Topsoil Mine
AGPRO Project # 2253-01
Dear Mr. Lennberg,
This letter is to verify the adequacy review no. 2 comments dated January 29, 2025, have been

adequately addressed for the LTS Performance Horses LLC mining permit (LTS Topsoil Mine),
permit no. M-2024-055. Responses to the review comments are indicated in BLUE below.

EXHIBIT C — Pre-Mining and Mining Plan Map(s) of Affected Lands (Rule 6.4.3):

1.  Please verify the following is correct:

e The Property Boundary is equal to the Permit Boundary and the Permit Boundary is
131.9 acres,

e The Mining Area is equal to the Affected Land Boundary and the Affected Land
Boundary is 83.4 acres, (Affected Land is defined by the Division to be the surface
which is disturbed because of a mining operation, see full definition in Rule 1.1(3)).

The above information is correct, and this information has been clarified in the Notes on

both Exhibit C — Pre-Mining and Mining Plan Map(s) of Affected Lands and on Exhibit F

— Reclamation Plan Map.

EXHIBIT D — Mining Plan (Rule 6.4.4):

2. Inthe Mining Plan it is stated that water trucks will be used, as necessary, for dust control.
Please state the source of water to be used for dust control. Note the irrigation pond located
in the northwest portion of the Permit Area is outside the Affected Land boundary and
cannot be used as a source of water for dust mitigation.
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The Mining Plan has been updated to clarify that water trucks will arrive at the site already
loaded with water from off-site, and that the irrigation pond on-site will not be used to
supply water to the water trucks.

EXHIBIT L — Reclamation Costs (Rule 6.4.12):

3. Attached for your review is the Division’s reclamation cost estimate. If agreed upon this is
the amount the Applicant will be bonded to for the permit to be issued.
The Division’s reclamation cost estimate is agreed upon by the Applicant.

Other:

4.  Pursuant to Rule 1.6.2(2), please demonstrate that the Applicant’s response to these
adequacy issues have been placed with the application materials previously placed with the
County Clerk or Recorders Office and made available for public review.

The updated and additional documents have been placed on file with the County Clerk and
Recorders Office. Updated Exhibit R - Proof of Filing with County Clerk and Recorder is
enclosed.

Please contact me at (970) 535-9318 or kbruxvoort@agpros.com if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

/Cemy Bruxvoort

Kelsey Bruxvoort
Planning Manager

Enclosures:
1. Updated Exhibit C — Pre-Mining and Mining Plan Map(s) of Affected Lands
2. Updated Exhibit D — Mining Plan
3. Updated Exhibit F — Reclamation Plan Map
4. Updated Exhibit R — Proof of Filing with County Clerk and Recorder
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2. MINING AREA (AFFECTED LAND) = 83.41 ACRES

1. TOTAL AREA (PROPERTY & PERMIT BOUNDARY) = 131.89 ACRES

3. VEGETATION ON SITE IS LIMITED TO IRRIGATED CROPS, NATIVE GRASSES, AND LOW
SHRUBS. THERE ARE TREES ALONG THE ACCESS ROAD.

. MINING DEPTH OF EACH PHASE IS 10-14 INCHES OF TOPSOIL.

5. EACH PHASE OF MINING WILL BE COMPLETED WITHIN A PERIOD OF 12-18 MONTHS.
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Key Structure Owner Easement /ID Location
50’ Public Service Company East of area of disturbance.
Public Service Company, Easement, Reception No. Access road crosses the
A Pipeline D/B/A Excel Energy 2599013 easement.
Transmission Division,
Colorado River Storage
Archer-Weld Project, Bureau of 100’ Electric Transmission More than 200-feet east of
Transmission Reclamation, Department of Line Easement, Reception No. | area of disturbance. Access
B Line the Interior 1561327 road crosses the easement.
50" Pipeline Easement, East of area of disturbance.
Black Hills Gas Distribution, Reception No. 263491 1, KN Access road crosses the
Cc Pipeline LLC, D/B/A Black Hills Energy | Wattenberg Transmission, LLC | easement.
50’ Pipeline Easement,
Reception No. 3549935, and
Amended Pipeline Easement,
Tall Grass Interstate Gas Reception No. 3608098, East of area of disturbance.
Transmission LLC, D/B/A Kinder Morgan Interstate Gas | Access road crosses the
D Pipeline Tallgrass Energy Transmission LLC easement.
30’ Right-of-Way Grant, East of area of disturbance.
Reception No. 4162720, XTR | Access road crosses the
E Pipeline(s) Chevron Corporation Midstream, LLC easement.
35’ Pipeline Right-of-Way
DCP Midstream, LP / Phillips Grant, Reception No. 1923866, | Along CR 27. Access road
F Pipeline 66 Associated Natural Gas Inc crosses the easement.
North Weld County Water Valve Site Contract, Reception | Along CR 27. Access road
G Waterline District No. 3013241 crosses the easement.
ROW Contract, Reception No. | South of the staging area.
800076, Weld County Location of proposed pipeline
Suncor Energy (U.S.A)) LAP22-0011, Reception No. shown is per LAP22-0011
H Pipeline Pipeline Company 4953067 (Blanket Easements) | design drawings.
30' Pipeline Easement,
DCP Midstream, LP / Phillips | Reception No. 4296169, DCP | South and east of the area of
[ Pipeline 66 Lucerne 2 Plant LLC disturbance
North Weld County Water 20" Waterline Easement, Runs through pivot irrigated
J Waterline District Reception No. 1450757 area
Northwest of pivot irrigated
K Irrigation Pond LTS Performance Horses LLC | N/A area
Pivot Concrete South and east of the area of
L Pad LTS Performance Horses LLC | N/A disturbance
API Label: 05-123-11130
M P&A O&G Well Chevron Corporation Well Name: 33-18 Carlson In pivot irrigated area
API Label: 05-123-22792
N P&A O&G Well Chevron Corporation Well Name: 18-41 Carlson In pivot irrigated area
API Label: 05-123-22793
(o) P&A O&G Well Chevron Corporation Well Name: 18-43 Carlson In pivot irrigated area
Overhead
Electric West of the area of
P Distribution Line | PVREA N/A disturbance
Overhead
Electric
Q Distribution Line | PVREA N/A Along CR 27
30' ROW Resolution 1889, BK
86, PG 273 & 60' ROW
Petition 1889 BOCC BK 5, PG
R CR 27 Weld County 287 East of site
32
38
33
32
33
33
Map Unit Legend
32 Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name
32 Kim loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes
32 33 Kim loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes
T 37 Nelson fine sandy loam, 0 to 3
percent slopes
L/ 38 Nelson fine sandy loam, 3 to 9

SOILS TYPE

percent slopes
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Exhibit D

Mining Plan

Introduction

LTS Performance Horses LLC (LTS) is requesting this Construction Material Regular (112)
Operation Reclamation Permit for the removal of 10-14 inches of topsoil from irrigated
farmland. The property is described as Lot B 2AMRECX19-01-2877 located in part of the
Southeast Quarter of Section 18, Township 6 North, Range 66 West of the 6™ P.M., Weld
County, Colorado.

The approximately 132-acre site contains approximately 105-acres of active agricultural land
under a center pivot irrigation system, 5-acres of active agricultural land under a flood irrigation
system, and 22-acres of “dry corners” outside of the irrigation range. LTS proposes to mine
topsoil from approximately 78-acres. Topsoil will be taken off-site for use on various oil and gas
sites throughout Weld County. Reclamation of the site will consist of re-grading to support an
appropriate seedbed for revegetation. Following mining activities, the disturbed area will be
regraded, tilled, and re-planted and will continue to be leased for growing corn and alfalfa.

LTS is proposing to mine the upper 50-80 percent of topsoil from the irrigated portion of the site.
Approximately 10-14 inches of topsoil will be removed, leaving at least 3-6 inches on site for
reclamation purposes. The goal is to remove approximately 157,480 tons of topsoil over the
course of two years. As the site is underlain with soil (vs. bedrock or gravel), the depth of soil
exceeds the 3-6 inches needed for reclamation purposes. Soil sampling will occur to verify
whether any soil amendments are needed. Application of manure or compost will provide a
suitable rootzone in the remaining topsoil.

Mining Methods and Earthmoving

A variety of earthmoving equipment will be used, including loaders, dozers, scrapers, and haul
trucks. Water trucks will be used as necessary for dust control. Water trucks will arrive at the site
already loaded with water from off-site. The irrigation pond on-site will not be used to supply
water to the water trucks. Mined topsoil will be temporarily stockpiled in the northeast corner
along the existing access road and Weld County Road 27. The topsoil will be loaded onto haul
trucks for transport to the end user. No explosives will be used for extraction operations.

LTS Performance Horses LLC

.- AGPROf ; 1 LTS Topsoil Mine
. €ssionais DRMS Construction Material 112 Permit

DEVELOPERS OF AGRICULTURE Case No. M-2024-055
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Water Diversions and Impoundments

The topsoil will be dry mined and will not result in the need for dewatering. The operation will
not require any water diversions or impoundments.

Mining Limits

Topsoil excavation will occur within the boundary of Lot B 2AMRECX19-01-2877. The mining
limits are shown on Exhibit C - Pre-Mining and Mining Plan Maps of Affected Lands and are
generally described as that portion of the site irrigated by the center pivot. Within that irrigated
area the mining limits are further restricted by setbacks from property lines and existing
structures and easements. The mined area will encompass approximately 78-acres of the 132-
acre site. The staging area will not be mined.

Mine Phasing

Topsoil excavation will occur in two phases, as depicted on Exhibit C - Pre-Mining and Mining
Plan Maps of Affected Lands. Phase 1 will be the northeastern half of the site and Phase 2 will
be the southwestern half of the site. Phase 1 is expected to be mined in year one and reclaimed
concurrently. Phase 2 is expected to be mined in years one and two and reclaimed concurrently.
Final reclamation is expected to be completed within one to two years from the end of
excavation for each phase, but not more than five years from the date each phase has
commenced. The direction of mining for both phases will be from the northeast to the southwest.

Commodities and Intended Use

Topsoil will be the only product mined. No secondary commodities or incidental products are
anticipated. The topsoil will be taken off-site for use at various oil and gas sites throughout Weld
County.

Roadways

There is an existing roadway that runs along the northern portion of the site which will be used
for the mining activities. The access point for this roadway is on Weld County Road 27,
approximately ¥ mile north of Highway 392. As the roadway currently supports heavy
agricultural equipment, no on-site roadway improvements are anticipated. No off-site roadway
improvements are anticipated as Weld County Road 27 is a paved arterial and Highway 392 is a
paved state highway.

This roadway is within a 35-foot access and utility easement for the benefit of Lots A and B
2AMRECX19-01-2877, recorded on December 18, 2019, at reception no. 4551466. There will
be no staging on the roadway and Lot A will continue to be able to enjoy full use of the shared
roadway.
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Fencing

No fencing is proposed at this time. Should fencing be installed during the life of the mining
activities, it should follow Colorado Parks and Wildlife’s (CPW) recommendations. Fencing
should be the type that will allow the free passage of wildlife to ensure the safety of mule deer,
white-tailed deer, and pronghorn antelope. The use of woven wire-type fences that trap or
prevent the movement of wildlife should be avoided. CPW recommends using three or four-
strand smooth-fire fencing with a minimum bottom strand height or 17-inches above ground
level and a maximum top strand height of 42-inches above ground level, along with the
installation of double stays between posts.

Lighting

Sources of light will be shielded so that light rays will not shine directly onto adjacent properties
where such would cause a nuisance or interfere with the use on the adjacent properties. Neither
the direct, nor reflected light from any light source will create a traffic hazard to operators of
motor vehicles on public or private streets. No colored light will be used which may be confused
with, or construed as, traffic control devices.

Nighttime artificial lighting has been documented to affect wildlife species of all sizes. In
accordance with CPW’s recommendations, all outdoor lighting should have correlated color
temperatures (CCTs) ranging from 2,200 Kelvin Degrees to 2,700 Kelvin Degrees.
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ﬁy— CROPLAND RECLAMATION MIX
_— Corn 8-18 Ibs/acre*
" Alfalfa 3-12 Ibs/acre*
G

* Per Colorado State University, corn and alfalfa are generally
planted at the rates above, but can vary due to field history,
production practices, and goals.
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DEVELOPERS OF AGRICULTURE

3050 67th Avenue, Suite 200,
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Greeley, CO 80634
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Exhibit R

Proof of Filing with County Clerk and Recorder

A copy of the LTS Performance Horses Construction Material Regular (112) Operation
Reclamation Permit for the removal of 10-14 inch of topsoil from irrigated farmland was placed
with the local County Clerk and Recorder for public review on the following date:
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Clerk and Recorder Certificate

JAN 31 2025
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