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Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act (SBREFA)
Your Comments are Important
The Small Business and Agriculture Regulatory Enforcement Ombudsman and 10 Regional Fairness Boards were established to receive comments from small businesses about Federal agency
enforcement actions. The Ombudsman will annually evaluate the enforcement activites and rate each agency's responsiveness to small business. If you are a small business (a business with 500 or
fewer employees including those of affiliates) and wish to comment on the enforcement or compliance activities of OSM, call 1-888-REG-FAIR (1-888-734-3247). /ﬁ
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MINE SITE INSPECTION NARRATIVE

COMPANY: Bowie Resources LLC

SITE: Bowie No. 2 Mine

PERMIT NO: C-1996-083

DATE OF INSPECTION: August 28, 2024

WEATHER: Warm and sunny.

Company Officials (i.e. operator’s representative): Basil Bear, Ken Pitt, and Ryan Wilson
Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety (DRMS) Official: Rob Zuber

OSMRE Official: Dan MacKinnon (badge #554)

Overview

This partial oversight inspection focused on Gob Piles 2 and 3, Ponds F and J, and the portal
bench area. Overall, the sites inspected were stable and functional and the operator is active in
reclamation, monitoring, and maintenance. No enforcement actions will be taken as a result of
this inspection.

Inspection

Roads. All roads travelled during this inspection we stable and fully functional at the time of
inspection. The operator was using a water truck to control dust.

Ponds and Ditches. Both the F and J (Figure 1) ponds were stable and functional at the time of
inspection. All ditches surrounding Gob Pile 3 were stable; the operator and the state discussed a
temporary ditch in the area where the operator is planning on removing subsoil and topsoil for
reclamation. A newly constructed ditch directing water off Gob Pile 2 was stable at the time of
inspection (Figure 2). The operator stated that recent precipitation was a good test for this ditch,
which did not require any maintenance after the rain events. The operator also stated it plans to

install larger riprap at the top of the ditch to help slow the velocity of surface flow entering the
ditch.

Gob Piles. Gob Pile 3 was reclaimed and covered with vegetation, mostly lambsquaters
(Chenopodium album and Chenopodium ficifolium, Figure 3). The operator dug six holes in the
pile so the state could measure the depth of the coverfill before spreading the topsoil: the depths
ranged from 36-44 inches. As the minimum acceptable depth is 36 inches, the operator has
successfully demonstrated its responsibility according to the permit. The state also approximated
the slope of the pile (required to be 3:1) at seven locations around the pile. Five of the seven
were acceptable, and the other two were only slightly above the 3:1 requirement. The state



remeasured one of these locations using a more accurate slope measurement (i.e. measuring the
entire length from the toe to the apex) which showed that portion of the pile to be in compliance.
The other location was not remeasured and will be confirmed at a later date. OSMRE does not
find an issue with this pile or the measurements presented in the state report.

Gob Pile 2 was found to be stable without issue at the time of inspection. Recent reclamation
included laying coverfill (Figure 4) and constructing a drainage ditch (Figure 2, described in the
ponds and ditches section above).

B Portal Bench and Surrounding Area. This area was largely stable at the time of inspection.
Two areas are slumping; one around Curve 10 (Figure 5) and another at the portal faceup area
(Figure 6). Both are routinely monitored by the operator and the state. The state determined that
the operator recently treated several non-desirable species of plants and also marked areas that
still required treatment at the appropriate time of plant growth.

Figure 1 - Pond J, stable and fully functional at the time of inspection.



Figure 2 - The recently installed drainage ditch at Gob Pile 2 (white arrow). A diversion ditch (yellow arrow) can also be seen
in the picture.



Figure 3 - A sample of the abundant lambsquarters observed growing on Gob Pile 3. Some plants were as tall as 8 feet.




Figure 4 - The front face of Gob Pile 2, sable at the time of inspection.



Figure 5 -The slumping around curve 10 (white arrow). Both the state and operator routinely monitor this site.



Figure 6 - The slumping at the portal faceup area (white arrow). Both the state and operator routinely monitor this site.
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