L Lewicki & Associates

ENGINEERING | GEOLOGY | ENVIRONMENTAL

April 22, 2024

Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining, and Safety
1313 Sherman St, Rm 215
Denver, CO 80203

Delivered Via Email
RE: Anderson Pit, File No. M-2005-021,
July 18, 2023 Inspection Report — Noxious Weed Control

Robert Zuber,

Please accept this response on behalf of United Companies for the July 2023 inspection reporting
the presence of noxious weeds at the site. This issue was initially addressed in the TR-02
application submitted in November 2023. This letter serves as proof of implementation of the weed-
control plan. The inspection item is provided, with the response below:

Inspection Report

Weeds were seen around the site and need to be addressed. These include tamarisk, Russian
olive, knapweed (near the irrigation ditch that runs through the middle of the site), and Canada
thistle (at the northern settling pond).

INSPECTION TOPIC: Revegetation

PROBLEM/POSSIBLE VIOLATION: Problem: There are state-listed noxious present on site. This
is a problem for failure to employ weed control methods for state listed noxious weed species within
the permitted area, and to reduce the spread of weeds to nearby areas as required by Section
3.1.10 (6) of the rule.

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS: Implement approved weed control plan and provide proof to the Division
that this has been done. If a weed control plan is not already in place, the operator shall develop a
weed control and management plan in accordance with Section 3.1.10 (6) of the Rule. This plan
should be developed in consultation with the county extension agency, or weed control district office
and should include specific control measures to be applied, a schedule for when control measures
will be applied and a post-treatment monitoring plan. This weed control plan shall be submitted to
the Division as a Technical Revision to the approved plan with the appropriate Technical Revision
fee of $216.00 by the corrective action date.

CORRECTIVE ACTION DUE DATE: 4/26/24
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Response & Corrective Actions

The weed control plan is unchanged, and was provided in the TR-02 application for reference.
Steps from the plan were implemented after the inspection report including the following actions:

e Monitoring of the permit area to identify areas with weed infestations: around the northwest
settling pond, and near the irrigation ditch running east-west through the center of the
property.

e Herbicide treatments of the noxious weeds across 4 acres, including the two specific areas
listed, on 4/2/23 and 9/17/23. Documentation of these treatments are attached with this
letter.

¢ More herbicide treatments are planned to take place later in 2024.

Photos were taken on 4/19/2024 showing the current conditions of the weeds on site. They are
provided below.
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Irrigation Ditch Photos
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Settling Pond Photos
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Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

(oo

Sydney Connor

Lewicki & Associates, PLLC
(719) 323-9867
sydney@lewicki.biz

Regards,
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Attachments

4/2/23 and 9/17/23 Herbicide Treatment Documentation
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