
 

February 20, 2024 
 
Eric ScoƩ  
Colorado Division of ReclamaƟon, Mining, and Safety 
1313 Sherman St, Rm. 215 
Denver, CO, 80203 
 
M2003-001 Nissen TR3 
Adequacy Response 1 
 
Mr. ScoƩ,  
 
This leƩer addresses all adequacy items from the February 2, 2024 Adequacy Review LeƩer 1. An 
updated applicaƟon, bond calc, and maps are also aƩached.  
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
 
Devon Glosser 
Land & Resource Supervisor 
Burnco Colorado, LLC 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2) Proposed updates to ReclamaƟon Plan: 

b. The second item proposed by TR3 is: to leave in place, topsoil, and revegetate any excess overburden 
and topsoil stockpiles that cannot be sold commercially, or uƟlized in the site reclamaƟon, and leave 
them as a permanent feature on the site. DRMS cannot approve this modificaƟon to the reclamaƟon 
plan at this Ɵme. Contrary to what is currently shown on the provided maps, the current FEMA NaƟonal 
Flood Hazard map indicates that the majority of the site is within the regulatory floodway of the South 
PlaƩe River. The remaining area of the site is within the 100yr floodplain. The site must be returned to 
approximate original grade (or below) during reclamaƟon unless approval for modificaƟons to the site 
topography are obtained from the appropriate floodplain regulatory authority (Weld County) and 
provided to DRMS through a technical revision. No stockpiles may remain on-site aŌer reclamaƟon unƟl 
such TR is approved. Please acknowledge. 

Removed language regarding stockpiles being leŌ as permanent features. All stockpiles will be 
removed from the site.  

 

3) Updates to Mining and ReclamaƟon Maps:  

a. All updated mining and reclamaƟon plan maps must comply with the requirements for exhibits in Rule 
6.2.1(2). Neither of the maps provided have a map scale, or signatures of the qualified person that 
prepared them. Please update as needed.  

 Added map scales and signatures to each map.  

 

b. Both Mining and ReclamaƟon Plan maps are required to show exisƟng (mining) and proposed 
(reclamaƟon) topography sufficient to show elevaƟons, direcƟon, and slopes of the affected land. Please 
add this informaƟon to the provided maps, or submit addiƟonal maps to show this data.  

 Added addiƟonal map including all exisƟng mining contours and proposed reclamaƟon contours.  

 

c. Please update both maps to reflect the current FEMA flood hazard designaƟons for the site.  

 Updated maps to reflect the current floodplain.  

 

d. The current reclamaƟon plan does not contemplate exposed groundwater or a permanent 
augmentaƟon plan for the wetlands area currently shown on the updated mining and reclamaƟon plan 
maps. The only water body will be the lined reservoir. The wetland area on the provided maps is shown 
where seƩling pond was originally planned, but is now under a large stockpile. Please remove the 
wetland area from the maps, or provide sufficient detail in the reclamaƟon plan as to how the wetland 
will be created and how the resulƟng groundwater exposure permanently augmented to comply with 
SEO requirements.  

 Removed wetland area from maps.  



 

e. The notes provided for the maps which contain the reclamaƟon seed mixes denote four different seed 
mix types: upland, pond area, wetland, and upland for tree/shrub (210 shrubs and 20 trees). Please 
show on the reclamaƟon map TR3 Adequacy Review 1 Nissan Farm Resource (Permit M2003-001) Page 3 
of 3 the areas/acreages where these mixes will be used. You will also need to specify the numbers and 
size (1 gallon, 3 gallon etc.) of trees/shrubs of each type per acre to be planted and show approximate 
tree shrub planƟng areas on the reclamaƟon plan map. Please note that planƟng trees/shrubs too close 
to a lined reservoir may jeopardize the integrity of the liner if it is impacted by root growth. 

Removed pond area and wetland seeding from the tables. Upland area seed mix and planƟng 
requirements remain. Added notes to map showing area and acreage where seeding will take 
place and locaƟon of shrub planƟng. Shrub planƟng was originally all inside of the slurry walls on 
secƟons that are removed. Included new reduced shrub planƟng along the north edge of the 
property where space remains to protect the slurry wall.  

 

 f. What is the feature on the east side of both maps outlined with the “%” symbol? Please add this to 
the legend or remove from the maps as appropriate.  

 Removed % feature from maps.   

 

4) Updates to Proposed ReclamaƟon Bond CalculaƟon:  

DRMS will review the bond calculaƟons as needed when the remaining adequacy issues are resolved. 
Please note that an accurate bond calculaƟon will require the determinaƟon of how much excess 
stockpile material (if any) will need to be removed from the site to preserve pre-mining elevaƟons as 
outlined in item 2b, as well as accurate responses to items 3d and 3e listed above. 

Updated bond calc to include changes to reclamaƟon seeding.  
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BURNCO Colorado LLC (BURNCO) is submitting this Technical Revision (TR3) to propose 
changes to the Nissen Farm Resource Mine Pan Map, the Reclamation Plan Map, and to provide 
updated calculations for the reclamation cost estimate. The following changes are being 
proposed: 

 Mine Plan 
o Gas Wells: The onsite gas wells within the DRMS permit boundary have been 

decommissioned. The wells have been cut and capped 1m below existing ground 
level. Mining is now proposed in these areas, and once excavation is complete, 
the wells will be cut and recapped no less than 1m below the then grade of the 
finished water storage pond. These onsite wells include: 

 Well 1 (Law 1-85); and 
 Well 2 (Merit 9-12). 

o Gas Lines and Facilities: As part of the decommissioning of the above noted 
wells, all remaining gas lines and facilities which had previously been located on 
site have been removed. As a result of these removals, mining is now proposed 
in these areas. These include: 

 Gas Line Valves; 
 Petroleum Development Tank Batteries; 
 Merit Energy Petroleum Facility; 
 Gas line running between former Phase 1 and former Phase 2b; and 
 Gas line running between former Phase 2a and former 2c. 

o Mine Phasing: The mine plan is being amended to include the above noted 
areas. Additionally, the phasing has been updated to reflect changes to the 
reclamation plan as will be discussed below. In general, the phasing plan now 
reflects that the area being used for processing and stockpiles, will continue as a 
plant/processing area for the duration of the project. This area will be the last 
area to be mined out as part of the project. 

o Overburden and topsoil stockpile locations have been identified along the 
perimeter of the mining area. These locations are ideal for temporary storage of 
excess overburden and topsoil from the project. All stockpiles will be removed 
from the site and returned to original grade before reclamation.    

 
 Reclamation Plan 

 
o Water Storage: With onsite gas facilities no longer a constraint, the reclamation 

plan is being amended to reflect a single water storage cell. There will no longer 
be any interior slurry walls or separate water storage cells developed within the 
large slurry wall which is already constructed around the perimeter of the mining 
area. 

 
 Reclamation Cost Estimate 

 
 

o Updated Reclamation Estimate: The reclamation cost estimate was last reviewed 
in 2018 and was calculated as $402,016.90. An updated reclamation cost 
estimate has been provided as part of this technical revision and is calculated as 
$326,694.09. 
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If you have any questions for concerns regarding this revision, please contact the undersigned 
at devon.glosser@burnco.com. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Devon Glosser 
Land and Resource Supervisor 
BURNCO Colorado, LLC. 
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Quantity Units Unit Costs Cost

A.
Final grade and place 6" topsoil (perimeter of water storage) 35,574 CY 2.05$            72,926.70$       
Seed and mulch (perimeter of water storage) 24.5 Acres 977.00$        23,936.50$       
Scarify ground (perimeter of water storage) 24.5 Acres 150.00$        3,675.00$         
Shrub Planting 100 Ea 100.00$        10,000.00$       

110,538.20$     
B.

Remove concrete pads for onsite scale and plant equipment 750.00 CY 50.00$          37,500.00$       

Remove & haul off scale 1 LS 10,000.00$   10,000.00$       
Remove & haul off plant 1 LS 30,000.00$   30,000.00$       

77,500.00$       
Total Disturbance Costs 188,038.20$     

Indirect Costs 
Overhead & Profit 
Performance Bond (2.02% ) - Based on DRMS estimate 3,798.37$         
Performance Bond (3.07% ) - Based on DRMS estimate 5,772.77$         
Job Superintendent (280 hours @ $75/hr) - Based on DRMS estimate 21,000.00$       
Contractor Mob and DeMob (3%) - Based on DRMS estimate 5,641.15$         
Contractor Overhead and Profit (10%) - Based on DRMS estimate 18,803.82$       

55,016.11$       

Contract Amount (direct + O & P) 243,054.31$     
Legal, Engineering & Project Management 
Financial warranty processing (legal/related costs) ($500) 500.00$            
Engineering Work and/or contract/bid preparation (4.25%) 10,329.81$       
Reclamation management and/or administration (5%) - Based on DRMS estimate 12,152.72$       
Contingency (3%) 5,641.15$         

28,623.67$       
Total Indirect Costs 83,639.78$       
Total Bond Amount $326,694.09

Notes:

A. Reclamation costs do not include slurry wall or outflow sturctures (already built).  

B. Cost based on reclamation to demo ex isting infrastructure and return to leveled ground. 

Overhead and Profit includes admin costs based on DRMS and industry standard estimates.   

Indirect costs include further admin costs.

Nissen Farm Resource - Table for Reclamation/Bonding Cost Estimate (2024-02-16)

M-2003-001

Activity

Shoreline (full project)

Processing Area

Subtotal

Subtotal

Subtotal

Subtotal
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