
 

121 South Tejon Street, Fourth Floor 
P.O. Box 1103, Mail Code 940 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-2187 
 
Phone 719-668-3744 
Fax 719-668-8666 
http://www.csu.org 

 

9 November 2023 

Hunter Ridley 
Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety 
1001 E 62nd Ave, Rm 215 
Denver, CO 80216 
Submitted via email to hunter.ridley@state.co.us 
 
RE: Adequacy Review; 112 Construction Materials Amendment (AM-01); Clear Spring 
Ranch Pit; DRMS File No. M-1992-074 
 

Dear Ms. Ridley,  

In response to your Adequacy Review dated October 24, 2023, enclosed is the updated application 
material and proof of notices for the Permit Amendment Package for Permit M-1992-074. 
Responses to your comments are provided in red below and reflected in the attached documents. 

1.  The Division found the application for AM-01 complete on October 17, 2023. Pursuant to Rule 
1.6.2(1)(g), upon completeness City of Colorado Springs is required to publish a Public Notice 
for four consecutive weeks which will initiate a 20 day comment period from the date of the 
last publication. As of the date of this letter, the Division has yet to receive a proof of 
publication of the public notice for AM-01. Please provide the Division with a copy of the 
public notice to ensure that the Public Notice was published as required. A copy of the proof 
of the ad publication, listing the dates the notice was published, along with the text of the 
notice, is attached to this response. The final publication will be on 11/19/23, initiating the 20-
day comment period.  

2. Please provide proof of notice to the entities listed under Rule 1.6.2(1)(e). In this case, the 
following will need to be notified: City of Fountain, Fountain Colony, and CO Part Inc. 
Evidence of notification to the City of Fountain is attached. The other owners noted are 
located over 200 feet away from the Affected Area and were therefore, not noticed.  

6.4.3 Exhibit C - Pre-mining and Mining Plan Map(s) of Affected Land & 6.4.6 Exhibit F – 
Reclamation Plan Map 

 

3. Pursuant to Rule 6.4.3(d) and Rule 6.4.6, Mining and Reclamation Plan Maps must portray 
the total area of affected land. This includes all phases of the total scope of mining, both 
current and proposed. Please submit additional Mining and Reclamation Plan Maps which 
show the full scope of the Operation. A match line may be utilized to conserve detail within 
individual maps or a new map which shows the entirety of the Operation may be submitted. 
Revised maps are attached.  

 



 

121 South Tejon Street, Fourth Floor 
P.O. Box 1103, Mail Code 940 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-2187 
 
Phone 719-668-3744 
Fax 719-668-8666 
http://www.csu.org 

 

4. Please ensure that all major surface features to be used in connection with the proposed 
operation such as topsoil, overburden, and product stockpiles are outlined on the updated 
Mine Plan Map to show where material from the proposed expansion will be stored within 
the previously mined area. Please see the attached revised maps.  

 
6.4.5 Exhibit E – Reclamation Plan 

 

5. Please amend No. 5 of the current Exhibit E Reclamation Plan to commit to using weed- 
free mulch to conduct reclamation activities. The “weed free” mulch requirement has been 
added to attached Exhibit E. 

 

6. Section 7 of the Reclamation Plan outlines the design for stabilized low flow channels 
which may need to be established through the footprint of the removed sedimentation ponds. 
These channels may be armored with rip rap and filter fabric. Please clarify for the Division 
if this type of structure would require any long term maintenance to ensure proper function. 
The riprap requirement for longitudinal slopes steeper than 0.5% in additional low flow 
channels (if they are constructed) is to mitigate potential erosion. No long-term maintenance 
of these channels is anticipated. 

 
6.4.17 Exhibit Q - Proof of Mailing of Notices to Board of County 
Commissioners and Conservation District 

 

7. The email receipt provided as proof of notice to the El Paso Board of County 
Commissioners states that delivery of the notice was completed, but a delivery notification 
was not sent to the destination survey. Please provide additional proof that the El Paso 
Board of County Commissioners received the Notice of Filling Application. An email back 
from the recipient stating ‘received’, such as the one provided from the Conservation 
District, would be sufficient. As discussed on 10/26/23, the permit application package also 
includes a read receipt from El Paso County for this notice. You indicated that was 
acceptable evidence. 

 

Please reach out to me with any additional questions or requests for information.  

Thank you, 

 

Joseph Houghton 
Environmental Engineer 
719-668-3744 
jphoughton@csu.org 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

City of Colorado Springs; 121 South Tejon 
Street, 4th Floor, mail Code 940, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, (719)668-3744, has filed 
an application for a Regular (112d) Desig-
nated Mining Reclamation Permit with the 
Colorado Mined Land Reclamation Board 
under provisions of the Colorado Mined 
Land Reclamation Act. The proposed mine 
is known as the Clear Spring Ranch Grav-
el Pit and is located at or near Section 20, 
Township 16S, Range 65W, of the 6th Prime 
Meridian.

The proposed date of commencement is 
January 2024, and the proposed date of 
completion is in the year 2076. The pro-
posed future use of the land is Rangeland. 
Additional information and tentative deci-
sion date may be obtained from the Division 
of Reclamation, Mining and Safety, 1313 
Sherman Street, Room 215, Denver, Colora-
do 80203, (303) 866-3567, or at the El Paso 
County Clerk and Recorder’s office; 1675 
Garden of the Gods Road, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, or the above-named applicant.

Comments must be in writing and must be 
received by the Division of Reclamation, 
Mining and Safety by 4:00 p.m. on Dec. 11, 
2023.

Published in The Gazette 10/29, 11/5, 11/12 
& 11/19, 2023.
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October 30, 2023 

 

 

 

 

Scott Trainor 

City Manager 

City of Fountain  

116 South Main Street  

Fountain, Colorado 80817 

 

 

Re: Notice of Application for Clear Spring Ranch Gravel Pit Expansion 

 

 

Dear Mr. Trainor,  

 

The City of Colorado Springs has applied for a modification to their State of Colorado permit to allow 

expansion of their existing gravel pit operation within Assessor’s Parcel No. 5600000113 in the City of 

Fountain. The State of Colorado Rules and Regulations require notification of the owners of land located 

within 200 feet of the boundary of the land that will be affected by the mining operation by certified 

mail. As shown on the attached “Adjacent Property Ownership Exhibit” the City of Fountain is shown to 

be the owner of Parcel 5600000179 located along the western boundary of the proposed gravel pit 

expansion area.   

 

A copy of the standard notification and the permit application is attached. In addition to this hard copy 

mailing, I have also e-mailed a copy of this notification and included a full copy of the state permit 

application package to provide additional information. I have copied Kristy Martinez, planning 

supervisor, with that e-mail. The City of Colorado Springs has also applied for conditional use and site 

plan approval for the gravel pit expansion from the City of Fountain and submitted applications for 

those through the City’s digital application portal last week.  

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have questions about this information.  My phone number is 719-

649-2022.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

  

 

Vance Fossinger  

Project Manager  

Wilson & Company  

 



5600000113

Proposed Improvements
Within Existing Permit Area

400'

CDOT Interstate 25 R.O.W.

                Clear Spring Ranch Gravel Pit Expansion
    Adjacent Property Ownership Exhibit

Clear Spring Ranch
Gravel Pit Expansion Area



 

Public Notice 

 

The City of Colorado Springs, 121 South Tejon Street, 4th Floor, mail Code 940, Colorado Springs, Colorado, 

(719)668-3744, has filed an application for a Regular (112d) Designated Mining Reclamation Permit with the 

Colorado Mined Land Reclamation Board under provisions of the Colorado Mined Land Reclamation Act. The 

proposed mine is known as the Clear Spring Ranch Gravel Pit and is located at or near Section 20, Township 

16S, Range 65W, of the 6th Prime Meridian. 

 

The proposed date of commencement is January 2024, and the proposed date of completion is in the year 2076. 

The proposed future use of the land is Rangeland. Additional information and tentative decision date may be 

obtained from the Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety, 1313 Sherman Street, Room 215, Denver, 

Colorado 80203, (303) 866-3567, or at the El Paso County Clerk and Recorder's office; 1675 Garden of the 

Gods Road, Colorado Springs, Colorado, or the above-named applicant. 

 

Comments must be in writing and must be received by the Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety by 4:00 

p.m. on December 11, 2023(Final Date for Comments). 

 

 





   38  6394363594

69885



City of Colorado Springs
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EXHIBIT E 

Reclama�on Plan 

Background 

This reclama�on plan is for the proposed 31.4 acre expansion area of the Clear Spring Ranch 

Gravel Mine. Colorado Springs U�li�es (U�li�es) currently operates the Clear Springs Ranch 

Gravel Mine with a permi(ed area of 50.7 acres. The material in the exis�ng permi(ed area is 

nearly exhausted so the mine boundary is being expanded to the north to add area with 

significant sand and gravel deposits.  A/er the expansion is approved, the permi(ed area will be 

82.1 acres. The expanded permit boundary will be monumented with permanent signs. 

Processing and stockpiling of material will remain within the exis�ng mining permit area. 

Mining in the expansion area is planned to occur in two separate phases defined by watershed 

areas.  Each of the two phases will drain to a sedimenta�on/deten�on pond at the downstream 

end of the phase area. Within a year of the comple�on of mining in each phase, the mined 

ground will be finish graded to smooth the surface, topsoiled and seeded except for the 

rela�vely small areas occupied by the access road to subsequent phases and the pond that 

serves the phase. A/er a vegeta�on establishment period of 2 years, the ponds will be 

removed, the waterway through them will be stabilized and the pond areas will be revegetated.  

A(ached Exhibit F “Reclama�on Plan Map” shows the mining phase areas and the various 

components of the proposed reclama�on. The reclama�on methods in the expansion area will 

be very similar to the methods used in the exis�ng permi(ed area. Unless otherwise noted the 

standards included in the City of Colorado Springs, Stormwater Construc�on Manual, 2020 

should be adhered to. The sequence of the main ac�vi�es for reclama�on of each phase area 

will include: 

1. Within 1 year of the comple�on of mining in a par�cular phase reclama�on 

ac�vi�es should commence beginning with grading of the en�re phase area 

except for the pond and access road through the phase. The purpose of the 

grading is to fla(en any over-steepened areas to a maximum of 3:1 slopes, 

achieve a minimum thickness of 8” of soil between bedrock surfaces and bo(om 

of topsoil, and smooth out significant irregulari�es in the mined area’s surface to 

facilitate seeding.  

2. Once grading is complete the na�ve topsoil stockpiled within the original permit 

area should be hauled to and spread at an average thickness of 5” over the 

disturbed area of the phase. If insufficient topsoil is available, suitable topsoil 

shall be imported or on-site soils shall be amended by adding organic compost to 

achieve a minimum organic content of 3% by volume. 



3. Once topsoiling and or ini�al soil amendment is complete, tes�ng should be 

performed by a qualified professional tes�ng lab to determine the suitability of 

the soil for plan�ng and iden�fy addi�onal amendments and fer�lizers that may 

be required to support the na�ve vegeta�on to be planted. Tes�ng frequency 

should be done at a minimum density of 1 test per 5 acres. If addi�onal organic 

mater is required to meet the minimum 3% by volume standard and or fer�lizer 

is needed, appropriate compost and fer�lizer should be imported and applied 

and incorporated into the top 6” of soil through roto�lling. 

4. A/er the soil has been determined to be suitable for seeding, drill seeding using 

cross drilling should be performed with a drill suitable for plan�ng the specified 

seed mix.  Seed depth should be 1/3” to 1/2”. Seed and seeding rates shall be as 

indicated in sec�on f.ii. Seeding should occur between November 1 and May 15 

excluding �mes when the ground is frozen. 

5. As soon as possible and not later than 5 days a/er seeding, weed free hay or straw mulch 

shall be placed at a minimum rate of 2 tons per acre and adequately secured by 

crimping to a depth of 3” to 4”.  

6. The planted area should be monitored during vegeta�on establishment and 

reseeded and re-mulched in areas where sa�sfactory vegeta�on coverage has 

not been achieved. Adequate coverage is a minimum of 70% of the pre-mine 

condi�on vegeta�on coverage.  

7. Once adequate coverage of vegeta�on has been achieved in the watershed of a 

phase sedimenta�on/deten�on pond, the pond outlet structure and dam should 

be removed, and a stabilized low flow channel should be established through the 

footprint of the removed pond. It is expected that the stabilized inflow channel 

of the ponds will remain in place but that could be removed as well to 

accommodate alterna�ve grading as long as any areas of the new low flow 

channel steeper than 0.5% are armored with D50=6” riprap 12” thick over 

adequate filter fabric.  Where armoring is needed, the armored por�on of the 

low flow channels should have a minimum of 4’ bo(om width and 4:1 side slopes 

with a minimum armored depth of 1’. Once grading and riprap installa�on is 

complete, with no slopes exceeding 3:1, the footprint of the removed pond and 

any other areas that are disturbed during the removal opera�on should be soil 

amended and seed in accordance with items 1 through 6. 

a. All areas disturbed by the mining opera�on (expected to be approximately 42.1 acres), are 

proposed to be reclaimed as rangeland though grading, soil prepara�on and seeding. 

Rangeland is the pre-mined condi�on of affected land and is compa�ble with adjacent 

areas. Reclama�on of the land to rangeland will stabilize it. Due to the land’s geographic 

loca�on being rela�vely near to urbanized areas and being located within the City of 



Fountain’s municipal limits, the site may be developed for industrial, commercial, or 

residen�al uses in the future in accordance with City of Fountain requirements. 

Earthmoving required for the reclama�on will be accomplished by conven�onal scrapers, 

bulldozers, loaders, excavators, graders, and trucks. It is expected to be limited to: pushing 

and grading soil to smooth the surface; and loading, hauling and spreading stockpiled soil in 

the mined areas as needed to prepare the land for seeding. 

b. The proposed post-mining land use or rangeland is compa�ble with exis�ng adjacent land 

uses that include gravel mines, rangeland, and interstate highway. The City of Fountain has 

zoned the site as a “planned industrial area”. 

c. This reclama�on plan has been developed to meet the Rule 3.1 reclama�on performance 

standards.  

d. As described in the Mining Plan for the gravel mine expansion, a minimum of 5” of topsoil 

will be stripped from the site and stockpiled within the exis�ng permi(ed mine area for re-

applica�on to the mined land a/er mining is complete. Seeding will be done as described on 

pages 1 and 2 of this plan. The seed mix and rate of seeding is described in Sec�on F. ii of 

this plan. 

e. Reclama�on of the site will be done on a phase-by-phase basis for the iden�fied two phases 

of mining a/er mining is completed in the par�cular phase. The loca�ons and areas 

associated with each phase are included in the table below. The sequence of stages to be 

executed during each phase and expected �me period for each stage are included in the 

�metable on the following page. A more detailed sequence and descrip�on of the various 

stages is included in the first two pages of this plan.  

 

Phase ID 
Phase Location Phase Area  (acres) 

Phase 1 
Southern half of expansion area plus northern 

 portion of existing permit area  
30.6 

Phase 2 Northwestern portion of the expansion area  11.4 

 

  



Reclama�on Opera�on Approximate Timetable 

Phase ID Stage of Operation  Stage Estimated Time 

Phase 1 Final Grading 4 months 

  Spread Topsoil  3 months  

  Apply and Incorporate Soil Amendment &Topsoil  1 month  

  Seed and Mulch  1 month  

  Vegetation Establishment  1 to 2 years  

  Remove Sediment/Detention Pond, Grade & Stabilize Channel  3 months  

  Revegetate Pond Area 2 years 

  Phase Total  5 years  

      

Phase 2 Final Grading 4 months 

  Spread Topsoil  3 months 

  Apply and Incorporate Soil Amendment &Topsoil  1 month  

  Seed and Mulch  1 month  

  Vegetation Establishment  1 to 2 years  

  Remove Sediment/Detention Pond, Grade & Stabilize Channel  3 months  

  Revegetate Pond Area 2 years 

  Phase Total  5 years  

 

f.  

i. As shown on Exhibit F final grading slopes will range from 0.5% to a maximum of 3:1 

(33.3%) 

ii. The proposed seed mix and plan�ng rates for re-vegeta�on of the mined areas is the 

“El Paso County Conserva�on District, All Purpose Mix for Upland, Transi�on and 

Permanent Control Measure Areas” as included in the City of Colorado Springs, 

Stormwater Construc�on Manual, dated December 2020.  A copy of the mix is 

included on the following page. Seeding should occur between November 1 and May 

15 excluding �mes when the ground is frozen. 

iii. This plan includes soil tes�ng at the point that final grading, topsoiling, and ini�al soil 

amendments have been placed and incorporated. The tes�ng will determine 

fer�lizer requirements. It is expected that the fer�lizer will be applied and 

incorporated into the soil prior to seeding. 

iv.  This plan for re-vegeta�on for rangeland only includes grasses and does not include 

trees and shrubs. 

 v.  Topsoil will be placed to a minimum depth of 5” in the areas to be revegetated. 
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