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August 7, 2023 
 
Mira nda  Ka wca k 
Ma na ger, Environmenta l 
Pea body 
Twentymile Coa l, LLC 
29515 Routt County Rd #271 
O a k Creek, CO  80467 
 
RE: Cultura l Resource Inventory of Pea body Twentymile Coa l’s Proposed Drill Pa ds a nd 
Bleeder Sites, Routt County, Colora do 
 
Dea r Ms. Ka wca k, 
 
Metca lf Archa eologica l Consulta nts, Inc. conducted a  Cla ss III cultura l resource inventory for 
Pea body for proposed fa cilities a t their Twentymile Coa l Mine in O a k Creek, Colora do on July 
19, 2023.  The project is loca ted on priva tely owned la nd a nd minera ls, but the project’s 
mining permits will be reviewed by the Colora do Division of Recla ma tion, Mining, a nd Sa fety 
(DRMS).  Therefore, the investiga tion reported here is required by the DRMS to fa cilita te 
complia nce with Section 106 of the Na tiona l Historic Preserva tion Act (NHPA) a nd other 
a pplica ble federa l legisla tion a nd regula tions by providing informa tion on the presence of 
cultura l resources, recommenda tions a bout resource eligibility to the Na tiona l Register of 
Historic Pla ces (NRHP), a nd recommenda tions for Section 106 findings perta ining to effect 
when historic properties a re present.   
  
This letter report serves a s a  prelimina ry summa ry of results of the survey described herein.  
Metca lf is a lso currently conducting a  sma ll second pha se of this project to Cla ss III inventory 
a pproxima tely 1.5 miles of a ssocia ted a ccess routes tha t a re proposed for tra vel to these 
fa cilities.  A second letter report a nd ma p will follow tha t fieldwork to summa rize our results.  
La stly, Metca lf will prepa re a  forma l report of our results of both surveys a nd provide copies 
to Pea body a nd DRMS for review.  O nce a pproved, DRMS will send a  copy of Metca lf’s 
report to Colora do’s O ffice of Archa eology a nd Historic Preserva tion (O AHP) to complete the 
consulta tion process.  
 
The current investiga tion involved the Cla ss III pedestria n survey of 8 sma ll drill pa d loca tions 
a nd one la rger bleeder site (6E) (see the a tta ched loca tion ma p) in Sections 8, 9, a nd 15 of 
Township 5N, Ra nge 86W.  These loca tions will be a ccessed via  existing roa ds a s well a s 
severa l cross-country routes tha t will be surveyed by Metca lf (in progress).   
 
The a rcha eologica l survey resulted in no new finds of cultura l resources (no a rcha eologica l or 
historica l sites).  O ne previously recorded historic segment of the Denver a nd Rio Gra nde 
Ra ilroa d, Energy Spur (5RT3259.1) a s well a s one isola ted find (5RT2551) a re loca ted within 
the proposed 6E bleeder site.  The ra ilroa d segment ha s been recommended non-supporting 
of the overa ll ra ilroa d’s Na tiona l Register of Historic Pla ces (NRHP) eligibility (2015), a nd the 
isola ted find is not eligible to the NRHP.  Further, it  is not a nticipa ted tha t the ra ilroa d 
segment will be impa cted by a ny construction.  Therefore, Metca lf offers a  prelimina ry 
recommenda tion of “no historic properties a ffected” for this project, until a dditiona l survey is 
finished. 
 
Sincerely, 



 

 
Melissa  Elkins 
Project Ma na ger 
Metca lf, Ea gle CO  office 
719-238-210 6 
 
 
 
 
 



 


