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George and Jennifer Quist 
Claimants/ Operators 
1849 Trail Creek Road 
Lake George, CO 80827 
 
Dear George and Jennifer, 

I am writing regarding the Quist Mine Plan of Operations (MPO) (2810-021210-MPO-2023-
002) for lode exploration and mining-related activities on the South Park Ranger District of the 
Pike – San Isabel National Forests & Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands (PSICC).  In 
my January 23, 2023, letter to you, I informed you that I had signed the Quist Decision 
Memorandum (DM) and instructed you on the final two steps necessary for MPO approval. 

On February 10, 2023, I received your signed Mitigation Measures that incorporated into Section 
IV-A the changes and additions that were identified in the DM.   

As per the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Forest Service and the State of 
Colorado, Division of Reclamation, Mining, and Safety (DRMS), the DRMS is the lead bond 
authority and will be responsible for calculating your reclamation bond.  This bond will need to 
be submitted to and approved by DRMS and the Forest Service in accordance with 36 CFR 
228.13, prior to the authorization of your MPO.  This bond will be used as a guarantee of faithful 
performance with the terms and conditions listed in the MPO.  As a reminder, the bond can be 
adjusted during the term of the MPO in response to changes in the operations or to changes in the 
economy.  Also, you may request a partial bond release following completion of the ground 
disturbing activities (i.e., all but monitoring).  

In addition, the Forest Service has calculated a Reclamation Bond for your access route on NFS 
lands (activities outside of the DRMS permit boundary) in accordance with our agency policy 
(Enclosure 1).  The total cost of reclamation on NFS lands is $3,680.00.  You paid this bill for 
collection on May 24, 2023.  Thank you. 

These final steps conclude the stipulations listed in the DM.  Therefore, I have conditionally 
approved your Quist MPO renewal with my signature in Section IX (attached).  Operations are 
authorized to begin on June 1, 2023, and are authorized for 5 years, with completion of all 
activities including reclamation by December 31, 2028. 

Please be aware, this approval does not constitute permission to conduct activities that require 
other agency permits. You are responsible for obtaining all other necessary permits prior to 
operation.  Furthermore, approval of this operating plan in no way authorizes, or in any way 
permits, a release or threat of a release of hazardous substances or pollutants into the 
environment that will require a response action or result in the incurrence of response costs. 
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All designs, monitoring plans, and analyses required by the MPO are subject to the requirement 
of 36 CFR 228.8 that mining operations be conducted so as, where feasible, to minimize adverse 
environmental impacts on National Forest surface resources. The operator’s compliance with this 
requirement in no way insulates or releases them from any liability or obligations that may arise 
with respect to its operations under any applicable environmental law, including but not limited 
to the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), 
42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.  The United States reserves its rights and claims under CERCLA to seek 
performance of response actions and/or reimbursement of response costs that may be incurred as 
a result of any release or threat of a release of a hazardous substance from the project, or any 
ancillary operation for the mining activity. 

Prior to groundbreaking activities, please contact Geologist Amy Titterington to arrange a field 
meeting to review the final MPO on site.  If you have any questions and/or need clarification 
regarding the above information, please contact Geologist Amy Titterington at the South Park 
Ranger District office, by phone at 719-838-0699, and/or by email at 
amy.j.titterington@usda.gov. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
  
JOSHUA VOORHIS 
District Ranger 
 
Enclosures: 

1) Approved Quist Mine Plan of Operations 
2) Signed Mitigation Measures 
3) Reclamation Cost Estimate 

 
cc:  DRMS - Elliott Russell; George and Jennifer Quist 

JOSHUA
VOORHIS

Digitally signed by 
JOSHUA VOORHIS 
Date: 2023.05.25 
14:58:17 -06'00'







/s/ Amy Titterington Geologist 11/30/2022























Joshua Voorhis
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Russell - DNR, Elliott <elliott.russell@state.co.us>

Quist MPO Approved
Titterington, Amy - FS, CO <amy.j.titterington@usda.gov> Fri, May 26, 2023 at 9:48 AM
To: "jquist1965@gmail.com" <jquist1965@gmail.com>, George Quist <Gquist@hotmail.com>
Cc: "Elliott.russell@state.co.us" <elliott.russell@state.co.us>, "herzogr@co.teller.co.us" <herzogr@co.teller.co.us>

Hi George and Jennifer,

The South Park District Ranger has conditionally approved your Quist mine plan of operations in the Crystal Creek area.

 

Your plan will be officially approved upon receipt of your bond payment (I know you mailed the check earlier this week).

 

If you have any questions, please let me know.

 

Best,

Amy
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Amy Titterington, PG, CMA I 
Geologist/ AML Program Manager

Forest Service
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any unauthorized
interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and subject the
violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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