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March 17, 2023 
 
Rob Zuber 
Division of Reclamation, Mining & Safety 
1313 Sherman St., Room 215 
Denver, CO 80203 
 
Re:  Bowie Resources, LLC, Bowie No. 2 Mine 

Permit Renewal PR‐08 
Permit C‐1981‐038       

 
Dear Mr. Zuber: 
 
DRMS' letter dated February 7, 2023 transmitted its adequacy review for the referenced permit 
revision.  On behalf of Bowie Resources, LLC, following are its responses to the DRMS' 
comments and concerns. 
 

1. DRMS: Please confirm the acreages in the application form, and explain any 
discrepancies with recent Annual Reclamation Reports (ARRs) or other documents related 
to this permit. This check should include, but not be limited to, the number of acres that 
have been bond released.  The application contains acreages that are different than the 
acreages in the 2021 ARR.  For example, the RN‐08 application value for 100 percent 
release is 10.38 acres, but in the 2021 ARR this value is 13.38 acres; the value should not 
have decreased.  If revisions to the form are necessary, please mail a hard copy with an 
original signature to the Division office on Sherman Street (in addition to an electronic 
submittal of your entire response to this PAR). 

 

BRL:  Please see revised application form. 
 
 
PAP Text, Appendices and Maps 
 

2.   DRMS:  Section 2.03.4 – If there have been any changes to the ownership and control 
information for BRL since MT‐08, this section should be updated. 

 
BRL:  No updates are necessary to the ownership and control.  
 

3.  DRMS:  Section 2.03.5 – The page should be updated, as necessary, to reflect current 
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conditions.  In the footer, the date and revision number should be updated.   

  BRL: Please see revised page 2.03‐14 

 

4.   DRMS:  Section 2.03.6 ‐ In the adequacy response, please indicate if all right of entry and 

lease agreements are current.  If they are not current, please update the PAP accordingly. 

 

  BRL:  All right of entry agreements are current 

 

5.   DRMS:  Section 2.04.11 ‐ In the adequacy response, please indicate if the Threatened and 

Endangered Species discussion in this section is based on current lists issued by the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service and the Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife (per Rule 2.04.11(4)).   If it 

is not based on current lists, please check the current lists and update the PAP accordingly. 

 

  BRL:  A threatened and endangered inventory was prepared for the mine and loadout.  

The report was transmitted by letter dated December 1, 2015.  A USFWS IpaC resource list was 

generated for the East Mine, West Mine and the Loadout.  There has been no new critical 

habitat identified.  Please see attached IpaC resource lists. 

 

6.   DRMS:  Section 2.05.4 
 

a.   In the recent text in this section (pages 58 to 60d), there is no discussion regarding the 
remaining reclamation for borehole pads and associated roads.  Please add this discussion to 
these pages or, in this text, reference other pages in Section 2.05.4 where this information can 
be found. 

 

BRL:  The remaining pads and associated roads are within the Steven Gulch Well field. When BRL 
sold the land, the agreement was to leave the configuration as‐is.  The private owner uses the 
wells for their water.   

 
b.   Pages 60 through 60c describe past reclamation activities for the East Mine.  However, it 
appears that road improvement activities are not included in this description.  Please add this 
text.  The Division also requests that the adequacy response (the letter, not the revised PAP) 
correlate these actions to tasks in the reclamation cost estimate (e.g., Tasks 41, 49, 52, 54, 59, 
64, and 65). 

 

BRL:  Please see revised pages 60c and 60d.  The remaining portion of the haul road will 
remain in place.   
 
c.   There appears to be an additional page 60i in the Division’s copy of Section 2.05.4 (after the 
letter from the BLM).  The footer states that this was created with TR ‐28 in 1998.  Please 
advise if this page should be deleted or if the page number should be changed. 

 

BRL:  The extra page should be removed.  
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d.   On page 62 in Section 2.05.4, text states that, "There is no topsoil."  Will topsoil be hauled 
in from offsite? If so, please revise the text accordingly. 

 

BRL:  There is a small topsoil stockpile near the old shaft that will be used to reclaim the 
ponds. Please see revised page 62.   
 
e.   Confirm that the status of boreholes is current.  This includes the table on pages 2.05 ‐79i and 
2.05‐79ii.  Regarding locations of the SG series of holes, please provide information in this table 
such as a reference to a map.  For example, are they shown on Map No. 8A‐8? Is the 
“Stevens Gulch Well Field” the same thing as the “Cyprus Orchard Valley Well Field”? In this 
table, DH23 is listed as “open” and sealed.  What does that mean? 

 

BRL:  Please see page 2.05‐79 which has a color reference to holes that are shown on the 
maps, and drill holes that are not located on a map. The Stevens Gulch Well field is not 
located on a permit map.  The Stevens Gulch Well Field is the same as the Cyprus Valley Well 
Field. Please see revised page 79i. 
 
f.   Regarding the tunnel under Black Bridge Road, what will be used to fill that? Describe in the 
text what the type and source of material will be. 

 

BRL:  BRL proposed to take the tail track material from the north side of the railroad bridge 
next to Bowie’s orchard to fill in the tunnel.  
 
g.   Provide an approximate schedule for future reclamation activities at the loadout, including 
the year of the reclamation. 

 

BRL:  There are no plans for reclamation in the immediate future.  
 
h.   Add a discussion on the plan for the asphalt roads at the loadout. 

 

BRL:  Asphalt at the loadout will be hauled to the asphalt plant for recycling.  If unable to do so, 
it will be disposed of at the landfill. 
 
 
7.   DRMS:  Map 8A‐19 – The areas depicted with colors on the map should be revised to reflect 
SL‐08. 
 
BRL:  Please see revised Map 8a‐19.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.   
Sincerely, 
 

Tamme Bishop 
Tamme Bishop, P.E. 
Project Engineer 
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Cc:  Bureau of Land Management ‐ Electronic 
  USDA‐FS ‐ Electronic 
  Paonia Library 
  Basil Bear 
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General Description (Miles and direction from nearest town and approximate elevation): 

             

             

             

 
  (Not for DP Entry) 
 
 

 
 Permitted 

 
 Actual 

 
 Proposed 

 
8.  Mineral ownership: 
     Indicate currently permitted acreage for each 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     Federal:            acres 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     State:    _____ acres 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     Private:  _____ acres 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     Indian:   _____ acres 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
9.  Surface ownership: 
     Indicate currently permitted acreage for each 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     Federal:  _____ acres 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     State:    _____ acres 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     Private:  _____ acres 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     Indian:   _____ acres 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
10. Affected area (in acres) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
11. Disturbed area (in acres) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
12. Acreage of area reclaimed in previous permit term 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     A.  Backfilled and graded 

 
 N/A 

 
 

 
 N/A 

 
     B.  Retopsoiled 

 
 N/A 

 
 

 
 N/A 

 
     C.  Reseeded 

 
 N/A 

 
 

 
 N/A 

 
13. Acreage for which bond has been released 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     A.  60 percent 

 
 N/A 

 
 

 
 N/A 

 
     B.  85 percent 

 
 N/A 

 
 

 
 N/A 

 
     C.  100 percent 

 
 N/A 

 
 

 
 N/A 

 
14.  Renewal Term Requested (Years) 

 
 N/A 

 
 N/A 

 
 

 
Note:  If the application contains proposed (new) acreage, then a permit revision application 
        form must also be completed for those acreages. 

 
15. Type of Mine (Check one):       Underground           Surface 

     Combined Surface and Underground 
     Loadout           Other 

 



 
RN-07 2.03-14 02/18 

2.03.5 Compliance Information 
 
(1)(a) Neither the applicant, Bowie Resources, LLC, nor its subsidiaries or affiliates, if any, or 

persons controlled by or under common control with it, have had a Federal or state mining 
permit for surface coal mining operations suspended or revoked in the last five years prior to 
the date of submission of this application. 

 
(1)(b) Neither the applicant, Bowie Resources, LLC, nor its subsidiaries or affiliates, if any, or 

persons controlled by or under common control with it, have forfeited a mining bond or 
similar security deposited in lieu of bond. 

 
(2)  No response necessary. 
 
(3)  Bowie Resources, LLC, has not had any violation notice pertaining to any provision 

of the Act, or of any law, rule or regulation of the United States, or of any State law, 
rule or regulation enacted pursuant to Federal law, rule or regulation pertaining to air 
or water environmental protection during the three year period preceding the date of 
this page revision. 

 
The applicant is not aware of any unabated cessation orders or any unabated air or 
water quality violation notices received by any surface coal mining and reclamation 
operation owned or controlled by the applicant or by any person who owns or 
controls the applicant received prior to the revision date at the bottom of this page. 
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2.05  APPLICATION FOR PERMIT FOR SURFACE OR UNDERGROUND MINING ACTIVITIES B 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR OPERATION AND RECLAMATION PLANS. 

 

 
RN-08 60-c 03/23 

 
6. The underground conveyor along with the access to the conveyor for 

overflow material was removed from the shop and warehouse bench in 
2001.   

 
7. The 2,000 ton surge silo was partially reclaimed in 2001 and completed in 

2007. 
  
8. The downhill conveyor and bents (both elevated and on grade) from the 

Office Bench were removed along with transfer tower #1 in 2001. 
 

9. The mine offices/bathhouse, fueling station, conveyor system and bulk 
rockdust system were removed from the Office and Portal Bench during 
2001 and 2002. 

 
10. The ventilation fan and all of its support facilities were removed as the 

result of a mine fire in 1986. 
 

11. The water tanks were removed during 2002. 
 

12. Partial removal of the asphalt from the haul road was removed in 2009. 
 

13. The four bin wall ponds, timber storage area pond, and the west ridge pond 
were reclaimed during 2017. 

 
 

Backfilling and Grading 
 

1. The two mine portals were backfilled in accordance with Volume 6A - Final 
Abandonment Tab, Figure 2.05-6. 

 
2. As the result of a mine fire in 1986, the ventilation shaft was sealed. 
 
3. Although the mine permit describes "rock tunnels", they were never 

constructed and therefore references to these structures and their 
subsequent reclamation elsewhere in the permit should be ignored. 

 
4. The East Mine was backfilled, graded and revegetated in accordance with 

the approved plan during 2008 and 2009. 
 

Timber Storage Area 
 

The ROM storage pile was reduced from approximately 38,000 cubic yards of 
stored ROM coal to approximately 17,000 cubic yards of ROM coal storage.  To 
dispose of the remaining ROM coal, the bench located immediately north of the 
West Ridge coal mine waste disposal area was excavated below the level of 
the coal mine waste. The remaining ROM coal stored at the timber storage area 
was placed in this location during the fourth quarter of 2007 and first quarter of 
2008. 
 
The Timber Storage area was backfilled, graded and revegetated in 
accordance with the approved plan during 2008. 
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MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR OPERATION AND RECLAMATION PLANS. 
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Unit Train Loadout and Highway Stockpile 
 

The Highway Stockpile was temporarily stabilized during 2002.  
 
Reclamation work was performed from September 2006 through November 
2006 at the unit train loadout.  The truck dump, silos, loadout and associated 
structures and conveyors were dismantled and removed from the site.  
Concrete foundations were removed to at least the level of existing grade.  
Concrete from the silos and other structures was crushed and stockpiled on 
site.  This crushed concrete has subsequently been utilized by the Operator. 
 
The Operator's annual reclamation reports provide additional details regarding 
the dates reclamation was completed. 
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2.05.4 Reclamation Plan. 
 
(2) (d) (Cont-d) 
 

surface considering drainage, erosion and flood plain, shall be selected for 
its placement.  After placement in the stockpile, the stockpile will be 
revegetated according to the Revegetation Plan in Section 2.05.4(2)(e).  
Stockpiled topsoil and other materials shall not be moved until required for 
redistribution on a disturbed area. See Maps 8-1, 6A-2A through G, Map 
8-6, 8-7 and the Orchard Valley West Mine Portal Topsoil Placement and 
Sediment Control drawing in the Soils Appendix, Volume 9 for the present 
locations of topsoil storage areas. 
 
Final Redistribution of Topsoil 
 
West Mine 
 
There were three topsoil stockpiles at the west mine.  One was located at 
the west mine fan level.  A second was located north of the west mine 
portal.  Both topsoil stockpiles are shown on Map No. 8-7.  The third 
pile/storage area was the topsoil that plated the outslopes of the west 
mine fill embankment.  It is estimated that 32” of topsoil were replaced at 
the west mine fan level.  It is estimated the remaining portion of the 
regraded west mine was plated with six to nine inches of topsoil salvaged 
from second and third stockpiles. 
 
Topsoil from near the shaft will be used to plate the areas that will be 
disturbed during removal of Ponds W-1, W-2 and the removal of the East 
Roatcap Creek culvert.  
 
East Mine 
 
The old waste disposal area near Ponds 1 and 2 was reclaimed during 
August 1983.  There is no record of the depth of topsoil placed on the pile. 
It is noted that only the top of the pile received topsoil.  In the spring of 
1985, spontaneous combustion was detected.  Topsoil and cover material 
were excavated and the hot spot was removed.  The area was apparently 
reclaimed again during the summer of 1988. 
 
The new waste disposal area was plated with 8 to 9” of topsoil during 
contemporaneous reclamation activities. 
 
Topsoil was removed and contemporaneously replaced during 
construction of the Orchard Valley Mine water pipeline. 
 
 
 
 



Hole Number Section Township Range Date Drilled Depth Permit Comment Sealed Status

Bowie No. 1 Mine
Drill Hole List and Status

DH-52 Not Drilled
DH-53 Not Drilled
DH-54 11 13S 92W 10/27/1981 2073.5 Bowie-1 Sealed 1982 Sealed 1982
DH-55 10 13S 92W 11/18/1981 2035 Bowie-1 Sealed 1982 Sealed 1982
DH-56 15 13S 92W 11/17/1981 1169.5 Bowie-1 Sealed 1982 Sealed 1982
DH-57 7 13S 91W 9/19/1981 1694 Bowie-2 Sealed 1982 Sealed 1982
DH-58 18 13S 91W 11/22/1981 1963 Bowie-2 Monitoring Well Sealed 2015
DH-59 14 13S 92W 1981 1401.5 Bowie-1 Sealed 1982 Sealed 1982
DH-60 14 13S 92W 1982 1085 Bowie-2 Monitoring Well
DH-61 7 13S 91W 1982 2132 Bowie-2 Sealed 1982 Sealed 1982
DH-62 7 13S 91W 1982 1912 Bowie-2 Sealed 1982 Sealed 1982
DH-63 11 13S 92W 1982 1380 Bowie-1 Sealed 1982 Sealed 1982
DH-64 11 13S 92W 1982 1760 Bowie-1 Sealed 1982 Sealed 1982
DH-65 15 13S 92W 1982 1650 Bowie-1 Monitoring Well
DH-66 15 13S 92W 1982 1528 Bowie-1 Sealed 1982 Sealed 1982
DH-67 15 13S 92W 1982 925 Bowie-1 Sealed 1982 Sealed 1982
DH-68 15 13S 92W 1982 1470 Bowie-1 Monitoring Well
DH-69 7 13S 91W 1982 1970 Bowie-2 Monitoring Well Sealed 2015
DH-70 17 13S 91W 1982 695 Bowie-1 Monitoring Well
DH-71 18 13S 91W 1982 1097 Bowie-2 Sealed 1982 Sealed 1982
DH-72 8 13S 91W 1982 1000 Bowie-2 Sealed 1982 Sealed 1982
DH-73 7 13S 91W 1982 1638 Bowie-2 Sealed 1982 Sealed 1982
DH-74 Not Drilled
DH-75 Not Drilled
DH-76 14 13S 92W 1986 Bowie-1 Open

GR-77-7 14 13S 92W Unknown 509 Bowie-1 Monitoring Well
DH-78 23 13S 92W 1986 360 Bowie-1 Not Found

DH-78-2 23 13S 92W 1986 100 Bowie-1 Not Fount
DH-79 23 13S 92W 1986 343 Bowie-1 Not Found
DH-80 23 13S 92W 1986 401 Bowie-1 Not Found
DH-81 23 13S 92W 1986 463 Bowie-1 ?
DH-82 23 13S 92W 1986 433 Bowie-1 Intact
DH-83 23 13S 92W 1986 382 Bowie-1 Intact
DH-84 23 13S 92W 1986 302 Bowie-1 Not Found
DH-85 23 13S 92W 1986 362 Bowie-1 Not Found
DH-86 23 13S 92W 1986 300 Bowie-1 Not Found
DH-87 23 13S 92W 1986 360 Bowie-1 Reclaimed
DH-88 Not Drilled
DH-89 Not Drilled
DH-90 23 13S 92W 1986 523 Bowie-1 Reclaimed
DH-91 23 13S 92W 1986 360 Bowie-1 Reclaimed
DH-92 23 13S 92W 1986 543 Bowie-1 Not Found
DH-93 23 13S 92W 1986 381 Bowie-1 Not Found

BRL1-GMW-01 23 13S 92W 2001 770 Bowie-1 Open
BV-1 13 13S 92W 2008 Bowie-1 ?
BV-2 24 13S 92W 2008 Bowie-1 Reclaimed

2011-1 11 13S 92W 2011 Bowie-1 Reclaimed Sealed
2011-2 12 13S 92W 2011 Bowie-2 Reclaimed Sealed
2011-3 Not Drilled

DH-XX Found On Map
DH-XX Not Found On Map
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	8A-19-8A-19

	7y: Four miles northeast of Paonia, Colorado at 7200 feet in elevation.
	7z: 
	8a: 
	8b:           4755                4755                     0
	8c:                   0                      0                      0
	8d:            280.2                280.2                     0
	8e:                  0                        0                     0 
	8f: 
	8g:           1466                 1466                    0
	8h:               0                         0                      0
	8i:          3569.2               3569.2                   0
	8j:               0                         0                      0
	8k:          2999                  2999                     0
	8l:         156.1                  156.1                    0
	8m: 
	8n:          95.72
	8o:          91.27
	8p:        102.69
	8q:         86.01
	8r:          82.14
	8s:        13.38
	8t:             5
	15a: Yes
	15b: Off
	15c: Off
	15d: Off


