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United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Forest 
Service 

South Park Ranger District PO Box 219 
320 US Highway 285 
Fairplay, CO 80440 
719-836-2031 
Fax: 719-836-3875 

 File Code: 2810 
 Date: February 21, 2023 

Mr. Scott West 
Operator 
802 3rd Street 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 
 
Dear Mr. West, 

After a review of the administrative records at the South Park Ranger District Office, I have 
determined that your Steel Rose mine plan of operations (MPO) expired on December 31, 2021.  
Pursuant to 36 CFR § 228.8(g), you had one calendar year to complete all reclamation activities 
on site to Forest Service standards.  During a site visit on February 10, 2023, Geologist Amy 
Titterington observed that reclamation efforts have not occurred. 

The reclamation of mined sites on National Forest System (NFS) lands is a requirement of Federal 
law and USDA Forest Service regulations.  The Forest Service is legally responsible for ensuring 
that operators perform reclamation to a standard that allows the land to be productive again.  The 
Forest Service will inspect and approve reclamation work performed by the operator.  This will be 
in addition to any inspection which the State of Colorado might conduct on any mining claim. 
Operators should be aware that until reclamation is approved by the Forest Service it is not 
considered complete. 

Please contact my office within 30 days of receipt of this letter to discuss your reclamation plans 
on the Steel Rose unpatented mining claim.  If you choose not to contact my office, and you 
continue to occupy National Forest System lands without an approved Plan of Operations, your 
operations will be in trespass and your bond may be forfeited to complete the required 
reclamation.   

You may reach me at joshua.voorhis@usda.gov or 719-836-2031, or Geologist Amy Titterington 
at amy.j.titterington@usda.gov or 719-838-0699. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
  
JOSHUA VOORHIS 
District Ranger 
 
Enclosure: 

1) Expired Steel Rose Mine Plan of Operations 
 
cc:  DRMS - Elliott Russell; 

JOSHUA 
VOORHIS

Digitally signed by JOSHUA 
VOORHIS 
Date: 2023.02.21 16:00:39 
-07'00'
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GENERAL INSPECTION FOCUS 

The following chart outlines the focus of the inspection and evaluates each area based on their 
status. 

 

Y = Inspected and is satisfactory / NA = Not applicable / PC = Problem Cited 

BACKGROUND 

The Steel Rose mine, which is found the southeast portion of Section 21, T11S, R73W, 6th 
Principal Meridian, approximately 13.0-miles west-northwest of Hartsel, Colorado, has a 25-year 
history encompassing multiple owners, claims, and Mine Plan of Operations (MPOs).  A brief 
summary detailing this history follows: 

 

TOWNSHIP:

INSP. TIME:

DATE OF LAST INSPECTION:

PLAN EXPIRATION DATE:

ACREAGE DISTURBED: NEPA DATE:

FOLLOW UP REQUIRED:

MINE PLAN OF OPERATIONS

4.74

INSP. DATE:

Steel Rose CMC285386 A. Titterington

0730W0110S
TYPE OF OPERATION:

Mine Plan of OperationsPark21
RANGE:

OPERATOR(S) PRESENT:OPERATOR(S):

BOND AMOUNT:
N/A

SECTION(S): COUNTY:

STATUS:

February 10, 2023 12:00

CONTACT:

INSPECTOR'S SIGNATURE:

Scott West No

Thursday, October 15, 2020Close Out
JOINT INSP. AGENCY:

MINERAL:

REASON FOR INSPECTION:

DRMS PERMIT NUMBER: 
M-2006-031 N/A

12/31/2021

CE: 5/23/164.30 (DM 5/23/16)
ACREAGE PERMITTED:

DRMS: $19,500.00

No
SIGNATURE DATE:

2810-021210-MPO-2016-003
COUNTY SUP (Y/N): PALS NUMBER:

MINE NAME: INSPECTOR(S):CLAIM NUMBER(S):

Expired Lode

N/A

PC

NA

PC

Y

NA

PC

PC

PC

Y

Y

OCCUPANCY (POST 14 DAYS)?

REVEGETATION COMPLETE?

BOND ADEQUATE

TRASH PRESENT?

STRUCTURES 
ONSITE?

OLD DIG SITES 
RECLAIMED?

MACHINERY ON SITE?
OVERALL RECLAMATION 

ADEQUATE? Y

ANY NON-SYSTEM USE?

ROADS/ACCESS MAINTAINED? PCBACKFILL & GRADING 
COMPLETE? FOLLOWING PLAN?

AMY
TITTERINGTON

Digitally signed by AMY 
TITTERINGTON
Date: 2023.02.21 14:51:17 
-07'00'
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Brueggeman – 1997 to 2022 

BLM MLRS records show that the earliest Steel Rose unpatented mining claim (CMC249721) 
registered to Phillip Brueggeman was located on September 16, 1997. No documentation exists 
regarding the change in ownership of the operation, and that claim was closed in July the following 
year. 

Philip Brueggeman located another unpatented mining claim named Steel Rose (CMC251125) on 
February 25, 2000 and submitted his first MPO to work the claim on August 18, 2000 in search of 
“high grade specimen”. The operator proposed to continue digging the 40’ deep pit using 
mechanized equipment and did so under several different MPOs over the years (see Fig. 1). It is 
of note that after the 2000 MPO submittal, the operations’ target is only specified as “known rock” 
until the lastest MPO submittal (i.e. the 2016 submittal, 2810-021210-MPO-2016-003), which 
simply states “minerals within the existing hole”. 

According to a phone call with Rick Carvill on June 16, 2022, claim owner Philipp Brueggeman 
passed away.  Scott West remains the contact for the operation. 

The 2016 MPO expired on December 31, 2021.  Pursuant to 36 CFR § 228.8(g), the operator had 
one calendar year to complete all reclamation activities on site to Forest Service standards.  

OBSERVATIONS 

I conducted a compliance and close-out inspection on the Steel Rose unpatented mining claim on 
February 10, 2023.  I accessed the operation from Harstel, CO via US Hwy 24, CR 23, CR 23A, 
CR 44, FSR 44.2A, and FSR 226 (see Fig. 2). 

In the vicinity of the Steel Rose unpatented mining claim (see Fig. 2 & 3), I observed the large-
scale pit described in the MPO (Photos 1-4), and two large stockpile areas (photos 5-7).  No 
reclamation has occurred to date. 

PROBLEMS CITED 

Several problems were identified during this inspection: 

1) Non-system use? 
 The only access permitted is the use of FSR 226.  Non-system access across the 

meadow and through the gate on the southwest side of the operation, is not 
permitted.  The gates need to be removed from NFS lands.  
 

2) Following Plan 
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 The MPO expired on December 31, 2021, and the operators had one year to 
complete final reclamation.  To date, no site reclamation has occurred.   
 

3) Backfill and grading 
 No backfilling or grading efforts have occurred on site. 

 
4) Revegetation 

 No revegetation efforts have occurred.  Seeding and planting need to occur for 
site reclamation to be complete. 
 

5) Reclamation Adequate 
 The MPO expired on December 31, 2021, and the operators had one year to 

complete final reclamation.  No site reclamation has occurred.   
 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

Pursuant to 36 C.F.R. § 228(g), the operators had one calendar year to complete all reclamation. 
Failure to do so may affect, in part or in full, the release of the reclamation bond.  To date, site 
reclamation has not occurred.  Unless the operator completes all reclamation within the next 60 
days, the USFS will pursue the forfeiture of the reclamation bond with DRMS to complete final 
reclamation activities. 
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MAPS AND FIGURES

 

Fig. 1. Forest Visitor Map showing the general location of the Steel Rose operation. 
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Fig. 2. Topographic imagery showing the Steel Rose claim. Points of interest include the large-
scale pit described in the MPO (Photos 1-4), and the stockpiles shown in red and yellow. Imagery 
from NAIP 2021. 
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Fig. 3. Satellite imagery showing the Steel Rose claim. Points of interest include the large-scale 
pit described in the MPO (Photos 1-4), and the stockpiles shown in red and yellow. Imagery from 
NAIP 2021. 
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PHOTOS 

Photo 1. An overview photo of the main pit as seen from the north end of the pit.  Access road is shown in 
orange.  Main pit is shown in red on Figures 2 and 3. 

Photo 2 – Rocky outrcrops on the eastern side of the pit.
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Photo 3. Rocky outrcrops on the western side of the pit.  Access road is shown in orange.

Photo 4. An overview photo looking at the north end of the pit showing the access in orange.
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Photo 5. An overview photo of the stockpiles present around the south end of the site. Shown in red on 
Figures 2 and 3. 

 

Photo 6. Another overview photo of the stockpiles present in the southeastern portion of the site.  Shown 
in yellow on Figures 2 and 3. 
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Photo 7. Overview of all stockpiles from the southeast corner of the site, looking northwest.
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Russell - DNR, Elliott <elliott.russell@state.co.us>

Steel Rose MPO Expired
Titterington, Amy - FS, CO <amy.j.titterington@usda.gov> Wed, Feb 22, 2023 at 12:10 PM
To: "Elliott.russell@state.co.us" <elliott.russell@state.co.us>

Hey Elliott,

 

Attached are a USFS MPO expired letter to Scott West of Steel Rose, recent inspection report, and a copy of the expired
plan.

 

If you have any questions, let me know.

Amy

 

Amy Titterington, PG, CMA I 
Geologist/ AML Program Manager

Forest Service

PSICC, South Park Ranger District

p: 719-836-2031 

c: 719-838-0699
f: 719-836-3875

amy.j.titterington@usda.gov

320 US Highway 285

PO Box 219

Fairplay, CO 80440
www.fs.fed.us 

  

Caring for the land and serving
people
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any unauthorized
interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and subject the
violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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