
                                                        nicole.pieterse@lawtelluride.com 
 
 

October 13, 2022 
 
VIA EMAIL ONLY lucas.west@state.co.us 
Department of Natural Resources (“DNR”) 
Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety (“DRMS”) 
 
Re:  Response to San Miguel County Un-permitted Mining Complaint 

SW of Intersection of CRP58 and Katrina Springs Trail Road, Placerville, CO 
(“Site”) 

 
Dear Mr. West: 
 
As you know, I represent Kea Consulting Limited, the property owner where the subject Site is 
located.  Following our phone conversations last week, you provided me with a copy of the above-
referenced Complaint (and photos) filed by the County’s Road & Bridge Department without our 
knowledge.   
 
The Complaint (attached) is based upon several misunderstandings, which this Response will 
clarify, as follows: 

- The Site includes Katrina Springs Trail Road, which is a private road easement located 
on my client’s property and utilized as the access road for neighboring properties.1  
 
- In the fall of 2021, my client’s owner/manager, Malte Asmus, and his neighbors hired a 
local company, Ground Pounders, Inc., to improve the Katrina Springs road easement.   
 
- Ground Pounders, Inc. obtained all the road base/gravel material for this project from its 
subcontractor, Telluride Gravel, Inc.  The work occurred over two to three weeks and 
required many truckloads of road base.  A copy of Ground Pounder’s 11/22/21 invoice for 
the road work is attached, and there were additional road improvement costs not reflected 
on the invoice. Although he was not required to do so, my client paid for the road work 
and received some reimbursement from the neighbors.   
 
- Contrary to what is stated in the Complaint, my client was not paid to provide construction 
materials or to perform the actual road work, and none of the road base/gravel came from 
the pond at the Site, or from elsewhere on my client’s property. A photo of the completed 
work, showing the imported road base, is attached. To our knowledge, this construction 
material cannot be extracted anywhere on my client’s property.   

 
1 Specifically, my client owns Tracts A and B, TRACT A and Tract B, New Running Horse Ranch on the Plat of 
Survey Recorded October 28, 1992 in Surveyor’s Plat Book S1 at Page 112, which are encumbered by the road 
easement. 



 
      
 

 

 
- The pond excavation referenced in the Complaint was not part of the Katrina Springs road 
easement work.  No “construction materials” as defined by State statute, were found 
in/extracted from the pond or used for the road.   
 
- The photos submitted by the County with its Complaint show river rock that was 
purchased from a third-party supplier and brought onto the Site to line the pond.  This 
imported material did not come from the pond area and is not found anywhere on my 
client’s property. 
 
- The only material that came out of the subject pond was soil/overburden (approximately 
450 cy).  This dirt was used to contour and berm the pond and, along with soil excavated 
from elsewhere on the property, was used for the small parking area on the Site adjacent to 
the Katrina Springs road easement. 

 
Your Site inspection today should confirm that no mining occurred on my client’s property.  Thank 
you for reaching out to us on this matter, and please don’t hesitate to contact me should you require 
any additional information, or if you have any questions. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
LAW OFFICE OF NICOLE Y. PIETERSE, P.C. 
 /s/ 
Nicole Y. Pieterse 
 
Ec.:  Client 

Amy Markwell, San Miguel County Attorney 
 
 
 









Thank you for your business!

Ground Pounders, Inc.

PO Box 15
Placerville, CO  81430 US
gpexcavation@gmail.com

INVOICE
BILL TO

Hill Hastings
re: Hastings Mesa

INVOICE # 1402
DATE 11/22/2021

DUE DATE 11/22/2021
TERMS Due on receipt

  

PROJECT
Hastings Mesa

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT

Grade, roll and road base from 58P on Katrina Spring Road to Tom/Trudy intersection 10,444.00

Grade, roll and road base Tom/Trudy section of road 5,968.00

Extra material to pond road 500.00

Grade, roll and road base from Tom/Trudy intersection on Katrina Spring Road to original stopping spot near 
Hill Hastings residence

33,570.00

Extra on switch backs past Hill Hastings 6,500.00

Haul and spread 3" road base at 58P and Katrina Spring intersection at parking area 750.00

Power conduit install 2,500.00

 

Please make all checks payable to Ground Pounders

Overdue invoices subject to a service charge of 10% per month

BALANCE DUE $60,232.00
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