
Lennberg - DNR, Patrick <patrick.lennberg@state.co.us>

Fwd: Mining Activity in Castle Gulch (Boulder County) 

Cunningham - DNR, Michael <michaela.cunningham@state.co.us> Mon, Sep 12, 2022 at 9:53 AM
To: "Ebert - DNR, Jared" <jared.ebert@state.co.us>, Patrick Lennberg - DNR <patrick.lennberg@state.co.us>
Cc: Russ Means <russ.means@state.co.us>

Hi Jared and Patrick,

We received the below citizen complaint from Eric Harms regarding the 'Badger a Group of Mines' NOI (P-2013-019). Please let me
know if you have any questions regarding the NOI.

Thanks,

Michael Cunningham 
Senior Environmental Protection Specialist  

P 303.866.3567 x8116  |  F 303.832.8106
Physical: 1313 Sherman Street, Room 215, Denver, CO 80203
Mailing: DRMS Room 215, 1001 E 62nd Ave, Denver, CO 80216
michaela.cunningham@state.co.us  |  https://drms.colorado.gov

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: <ericoharms@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Sep 12, 2022 at 9:38 AM 
Subject: Mining Activity in Castle Gulch (Boulder County) 
To: <michael.cunningham@state.co.us>, <russ.means@state.co.us> 
Cc: Erica Crosby - DNR <erica.crosby@state.co.us>, Annear - DNR Contractor, Julie <julie.annear@state.co.us> 

Good morning, Michael and Russ,

 

My name is Eric Harms, and I live at 1126 James Canyon Drive, Boulder, CO 80302.  I was sent your way by Erica Crosby and Julie
Annear, who are CCed.  It’s good to meet you!

 

I wish to report active prospecting taking place on the Rip Van Dam lode claim, which is 1148 James Canyon Drive.  This parcel also
includes the Badger and King Wilhelm, which I’ve heard collectively referred to as “The Badger Group” of mines.

The mining company performing the prospecting is JL Mining, reportedly owned by Laura Engel and Jeremy Wilkinson.  They are
headquartered in Black Hawk, and I’ll attach more info about them (“JL Mining CO LLC Info.pdf”).

The current owner of 1148 James Canyon is Pat Farr.  I’m afraid I do not have up-to-date contact information for him.  I believe he is
trying to sell the property to Laura and Jeremy, but is allowing them to collect samples in the meantime.

Last week, we had several altercations with the miners, who appear to be operating under a wealth of misinformation and
inexperience.  I will attach a map showing where these incidents took place (“Adit Damage Locations.png”).   

On Sept. 5th, we discovered that the miners had attempted to open an old adit for the Rip Van Dam.  This adit is located on an
adjacent parcel at 1029 James Canyon Drive, which we also own.  This parcel is also known as the Higbee Placer and is also
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patented.  The adit’s location is the western mark on the map.  This adit has been blocked up, but newly-drilled holes are now in it.  It
does not appear that the miners made it through this wall.  See photo (“Walled Adit Damage.jpg”).

The eastern mark on the map is another collapsed adit.  The miners were attempting to dig into this on the 6th and we drove them off. 
Then, we caught them digging into it again on the 7th.  They insisted that they owned the property and could do this.  I printed out our
deeds and survey to prove otherwise, and then they left.  See photo (“Collapsed Adit Damage.jpg”). 

Further, many vehicles have been making use of the road in front of our house (USFS 287.1A) in order to access the main portal
above, up on Castle Creek.  I cannot speak to the degree of activity occurring there, but we have seen them drive up a small skid
loader, as well as a larger excavator.  On the night of the 7th, they drove the latter up the road and slipped off the edge, causing
damage.  See photo (“Damage Photo.jpg”). 

I have notified the Sherriff of the matter, and they suggested that I contact the DRMS.  Julie also called me and, along with Erica, have
been assisting in looking up records for the mine.

Erica found NOI P-2013-019 for K&B Mining, LLC.  I already have a copy of it, so I will attach it here (“NOI and
Plan Operations.pdf”, “Notice of Intent to Prospect.pdf”).  I see that these documents go back to 2013-2014 when the last
round of miners attempted to work the Rip Van Dam – a different company, other than JL Mining.  I also see in the associated Plan of
Operations that this project was slated to last 6 months – see the attached excerpt (“Plan Duration Highlighted.png”).  (Erica, if this is
not the same document that you found, or if there is an updated version that I should have, please let me know.)

Finally, I should point out that the miners do not have an easement for the use of USFS 287.1A, and we are working with a lawyer on
that front. 

Finally, here are my questions:

Can you tell me if these activities by JL Mining are legitimate?  That is, is their NOI in good standing?   
Is the attached NOI still relevant, even though it goes back to 2013-2014 and was with a different mining company?  Does the 6
month project duration come into play here? 
Should I do anything else?  I have not reached out to Boulder County yet, for example.

We are very concerned about our property being further damaged by these miners.  Had we not caught them in the above incidents,
they may have successfully opened the adits.  We still remember the 2011 disaster in which another adit further upstream (also on
1029 James Canyon) was opened, releasing polluted water into James Creek and turning it orange.  Julie is familiar with that incident. 
We did not live here at the time, but we have seen the photos and would be devastated if such a repeat occurrence were to happen. 
Our neighbors and friends get their drinking water from the creek downstream, and we are worried on their account as well. 

We would very much appreciate any assistance you could provide in this matter.  Thank you!

Eric Harms

EricOHarms@gmail.com
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JL MINING CO LLC
Colorado Secretary Of State Business Registration · Updated 8/24/2021

Sponsored Links

Write Review Upgrade Claim

Jl Mining CO LLC is a Colorado Limited-Liability Company
filed On May 27, 2021. The company's filing status is
listed as Good Standing and its File Number is
20211508624.

The Registered Agent on file for this company is Laura
Elizabeth Engel and is located at 133 Wallens Place,
Black Hawk, CO 80422. The company's principal address
is 133 Wallens Place, Black Hawk, CO 80422.

The company has 1 contact on record. The contact is
Laura Elizabeth Engel from Black Hawk CO.

Company Name:  JL MINING CO LLC

Entity Type:  LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

File Number:  20211508624

Filing State:  Colorado (CO)

Filing Status:  Good Standing

Filing Date:  May 27, 2021

Company Age:  1 Year 4 Months

Registered Agent:  Laura Elizabeth Engel
133 Wallens Place
Black Hawk, CO 80422

Principal Address:  133 Wallens Place
Black Hawk, CO 80422

Governing Agency:  Colorado Secretary of State

Sponsored
Links

LAURA ELIZABETH ENGEL

Agent

133 Wallens Place
Black Hawk, CO 80422

Write Review

There are no reviews yet for this company.

Post Question

There are no questions yet for this company.

ADDITIONAL LINKS

Post Question For This Company

Contact Us Regarding Your Company Profile

Search All Colorado Companies

Company Information

Company Contacts

Reviews

Questions
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