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started and where coal mining operations have not 816/817:13(b). FR Forfeited and Reclaimed: Forfeiture reclamation
begun. P1 Phase | Release: Atleast Phase | bond release completed.
AP Active Coal Producing: Coal surface mining granted for entire permitted area. For interim FO Abandoned Site: Abandoned site that is permitted but
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B....Underground F....Loading Facility and/or Tlpple J...,Exempt 16 and 2/3
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Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act (SBREFA)
Your Comments are Important
The Small Business and Agriculture Regulatory Enforcement Ombudsman and 10 Regional Fairness Boards were established to receive comments from small businesses about Federal agency
enforcement actions. The Ombudsman will annually evaluate the enforcement activites and rate each agency's responsiveness to small business. If you are a small business (a business with 500 or
fewer employees including those of affiliates) and wish to comment on the enforcement or compliance activities of OSM, call 1-888-REG-FAIR (1-888-734-3247). /ﬁ
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MINE SITE INSPECTION NARRATIVE

COMPANY': Mountain Coal Company, LLC

MINE: West Elk Mine

PERMIT NO: C-1980-007

DATE OF INSPECTION: July 14, 2022

WEATHER: Hot and dry.

Company Official (i.e. operator’s representative): Garren Atchley
Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety (DRMS) Official: Leigh Simmons
Bureau of Land Management Official: None

U.S. Forest Service Official: Dan Gray

OSMRE Official: Dan MacKinnon (badge #554)

Overview

This bond release inspection focused on the approximately 7.65 acres of parcels under
consideration for Phase I bond release detailed in the operator’s SL-15 bond release application.
The sites include Mine Ventilation Boreholes and associated pads and roads in the Dry Fork of
the Minnesota Creek Area. For the purposes of Phase I bond release, the group found no issue
with the lands within the application; however, several sites had large populations of undesirable
plant species (e.g. Canada and Musk thistle, cheatgrass) and sparse establishment of desired
species. The operator and DRMS agreed to coordinate and ensure that the sites’ vegetation is
well monitored and appropriate action is taken to ensure the establishment of desired vegetation.

Application Review

OSMRE reviewed the application, including a notarized professional engineer’s certification that
the reclaimed areas in this application were: backfilled and reclaimed to approximate original
contour; drainages were reestablished, including drainage profiles; and drainage control has been
established in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. Other forms reviewed included
well abandonment reports and letters to interested parties. No issues were noted.

Inspection

The parcels totaling approximately 7.65 acres under consideration for bond release were graded,
topsoiled, and seeded in 2020 and 2021. All sites were stable and some desirable vegetation was
established including western wheatgrass, yarrow, penstemon, mint, wild rose, and snowberry
(Figures 1 and 2). Several sites, however, had considerable undesirable plant species (e.g.



cheatgrass, Canada and Musk thistles, mallow, and an overabundance of weedy annual mustards:
Figures 3 and 4) and bare ground (Figure 5). While these vegetation issues are a concern, they do
not factor into the determination of Phase I bond release. As all sites were stable and well-tied
into the surrounding lands at the time of inspection, Phase I release is appropriate. The operator
and DRMS agreed to coordinate to ensure the vegetation issues are addressed and progress is
made to establish a diverse and effective vegetative community appropriate for subsequent bond
releases.

The sites inspected were: SS1-1, SS1-2, SS1-3, SS1-3 road, SS1-4, SS1-5, SS1-7, SS1-7 road,
SS2-3, SS2-3 road, SS2-5, SS2-5 road, E7-6, E8-6, E8-6 road, E7-8, E7-8 road, E7-9, and E7-9
road.

Conclusion

OSMRE concludes that Phase I bond release is appropriate, barring any change in conditions
before bond release is officially approved.

Figure 1 - An example of a typical pad reclamation within this bond release application. Overall, these sites were stable
with some desirable vegetation established at the time of inspection.



Figure 2 - A typical road reclamation within this bond release application. These sites were stable with some desirable
vegetation established at the time of inspection.



Figure 3 - An example of a stable pad with an overabundance of cheatgrass (brown and senesced vegetation), an
undesirable plant species.



Figure 4 - An example of an overabundance of annual mustards (tall yellow-flowering plants) at a stable pad within this
bond release review.



Figure 5 - An example of the bare ground (foreground) occasionally found within the site under consideration for bond
release. All sites were stable at the time of inspection.
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