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Cazier - DNR, Tim <tim.cazier@state.co.us>

Zephyr Minerals Reclamation 
1 message

Gary Peterson <peterepete@bresnan.net> Fri, Oct 23, 2020 at 3:52 PM
To: tim.cazier@state.co.us
Cc: planning@fremontco.com, blm_co_rg_visitorinfo@blm.gov, John Sztukowski <john@wildconnections.org>,
zach.holder@state.co.us

Zephyr Minerals, Ltd. has stated that they have ceased exploration in their permitted area for the remainder
of 2020.  It would appear, however, that reclamation remains an issue.  The enclosed attachments are
submitted for your examination and action.  All photos represent items that are found in the Dawson section
of their CUP south and west of Temple Canyon Road.

 

The first attachment shows a recently abandoned pit(s) containing what appears to be the remnants of
drilling fluid.  The consistency is heavy sludge to an unknown depth.

 

The second attachment is a photo of animal tracks that were found on the edge of the pit contained in the
first attachment.  They appear to be mountain lion or bear and depict an animal looking into the pit.

 

The third attachment is a photo of a pit located approximately 100 feet south of the first attachment, much
shallower with dried contents.

 

The fourth attachment is of an oil/fluid spill located in the same area as attachment three.

 

The fifth attachment is a photo of a single cigarette butt located in the proximate area of attachment four, but
is representative of numerous cigarette butts that were scattered within the same area. 

 

The Royal Gorge Preservation Project has concerns that the issues referenced above are representative of
Zephyr’s lack of oversight.  They are reminiscent of nearby trenches (five trenches totaling nearly 500 linear
feet, each approximately six feet wide and six feet deed) on a 30 degree slope) which remained uncovered
for approximately two years past their reclamation date. 

 

Regards,

 

Gary Peterson

Board Chairman, Royal Gorge Preservation Project
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