




Mining Reclamation Standards 
Pikes Peak Ranger District, Pike National Forest 

 
 

Introduction 
 
Reclamation of mined sites on National Forest land is a requirement of Federal law and 
USDA Forest Service regulations.  The Forest Service is legally responsible for ensuring 
that operators perform reclamation to a standard that allows the land to be productive 
again.  The Forest Service will inspect and approve reclamation work performed by the 
operator.   This will be in addition to any inspection which the State of Colorado might 
conduct on any mining claim.  Operators should be aware that until reclamation is 
approved by the Forest Service it is not considered complete. 
 
Reclamation will be more effective with pre-planning of dig locations, proper selection 
and use of equipment, and placement of topsoil and overburden material.   Operators 
should plan the investment of time and money for reclamation work prior to beginning a 
project.   Operators will normally not be allowed to delay or postpone reclamation work 
because of changed economic conditions. 
 
The primary goal of mined site reclamation is to restore the surface to near-natural 
conditions at the end of mining operations, and thereby restore the land to full 
productivity.   
 
 

Regulations 
 
The Code of Federal Regulations, 36 CFR 228.8(g), establishes the following general 
standards for reclamation of mined sites. 
 
Upon exhaustion of the mineral deposit or at the earliest practicable time during 
operations, or within one year of the conclusion of operations, unless a longer time is 
allowed by the authorized officer, operator shall, where practicable, reclaim the surface 
disturbed in operations by taking such measures as will prevent or control onsite and off-
site damage to the environment and forest surface resources including: 
 
(1) Control of erosion and landslides 
(2) Control of water runoff 
(3) Isolation, removal or control of toxic materials 
(4) Reshaping and revegetation of disturbed areas, where reasonably practicable 
(5) Rehabilitation of fisheries and wildlife habitat 
 
 
 
 



Local Forest Service Standards 
 
Reclamation is a continuous process.  Some reclamation must be done on a recurring 
basis, while other practices are typically done at the end of each mining season, and at the 
end of the mining operation. 
 
On-going or continuous reclamation is typically needed when operators are limited to a 
certain number of open pits.  One or more open pits must be filled in, recontoured and 
seeded before beginning work on a new pit. 
 
Annual (end of season) reclamation should include: 
 
(1)  Removing all vehicles and equipment from the site. 
(2)  Seeding stockpiles with native species listed in the Forest Service approved seed mix, 
and/or monitoring stockpiles for erosion problems.  
(3)  Annual reclamation will be completed by October 31 of each year or as directed by 
the Forest Service. 
 
Final Reclamation should include the following general practices:  
 
(1)  Removing all equipment, vehicles, supplies, construction materials and debris from 
the claim and properly disposing of items off of National Forest lands.  
(2)  Refilling all pits and trenches. 
(3)  Recontouring the slope to a natural setting. 
(4)  Replacing available topsoil. 
(5)  Closing all non-system access roads, constructing water diversions as directed by the 
Forest Service, and seeding. 
(6)  Seeding all disturbed areas (including campsites) with Forest Service approved seed 
mix. 
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