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July 16, 2019 

 

Eli Doose 

Atlas Mining & Reclamation, LLC 

1911 Highway 550 

Montrose, CO  81403 

 

Re: Von Doose Mine, File No. M-2019-031, Timely Comments and Objections Received 

 

Dear Mr. Doose: 

 

The Division has received timely comments and objections to the Von Doose Mine, application File No. M-

2019-031.  The objections and comments were received within the public comment period which began on 

June 20, 2019 and ended July 1, 2019.  A total of 6 letters of objection (copies enclosed), 2 letters of 

comment (copies enclosed) and 34 letters of support were received.    The submitting parties with timely 

comments and objections are; 

 

Timely Objections Received: 

1. Dhana Broser, received June 28, 2019 

2. Robert Risch, received June 30,2019 

3. Ben Tisdel, received July 1, 2019 

4. Danika Gilbert, received July 1, 2019 

5. Patrick Willits, received July 1, 2019 

6. Jennifer Thurston (INFORM) with Robyn Cascade (Great Old Broads for Wilderness), received 

July 1, 2019 

 

Timely Comments Received: 

1. Dana Gardunio, US Forest Service, received June 28,2019 

2. Devon Horntvedt, Newmont Gold Corp, received July 1 2019 

 

The jurisdictional items have been incorporated into the Adequacy Review dated July 16, 2019.  If the 

applicant chooses to further address any of the enclosed letters of objection please respond to the Division as 

a separate correspondence.  If you have any questions, comments or concerns, please feel free to contact me 

at the Division’s Grand Junction Field Office, by phone at 303-866-3567 Extension 8187 or by email at 

lucas.west@state.co.us. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Lucas J. West 

Environmental Protection Specialist 

 

Cc: Travis Marshall, Senior Environmental Protection Specialist 

Ec:  Mike Thompson, Consultant
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June 30, 2019 

 

Lucas West  

Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety 

101 S. 3rd St., Suite 301 

Grand Junction, Co 81501 

   

Re: Von Doose Mine, File No. M-2019-031 

 

Dear Mr. West: 

 

Please accept this letter as an objection to the Reclamation Permit Application from Atlas Mining & 

Reclamation, LLC on the north slopes of Red Mountain #2. This objection is based on the reality that the 

planned mining project is contrary to best practices in the restoration of the fragile alpine environment of 

the Red Mountain Mining District as well as the preservation of the scenery and remnant 19th Century 

mining history that attracts visitors from around the world to this unique area. I am submitting this letter 

as past chairman of the Red Mountain Project Task Force, the organization responsible for the securing 

of approximately $14,000,000 in LWCF and other funds for the purchase of mining claims to be 

preserved as open space in the public domain. Protection of the environment, scenery, and history were 

the motivating factors in this successful multi-jurisdictional project that resulted in some 10,000 acres of 

mining claims in three counties being preserved as National Forest or County Parkland.  

 

In the attached map, the four patented claims where the Von Doose Mine is to be located are shaded with 

a yellow color. All of the other internally shaded claims in this illustration are in the public domain 

through either the RMP or similar process. The claims outlined in blue, totaling slightly more than 100 

acres, are the subject of a current acquisition project – partially funded by the Idarado Resource Damage 

Fund – and are expected to become similarly preserved in coming months. The unshaded claims remain 

in private ownership and may well become the target of a future LWCF project. The success of the RMP 

is a clear indication of the broad concern of the public, as well as the land owners who sold their 

properties, to see this area preserved in its natural state for future generations. 

 

The failure of the Von Doose mine as an economically viable silver mining operation is virtually assured 

and appears to be anticipated by the applicant in the discussion of groundwater resources and acid mine 

drainage. However, even if the underground operations are halted at an early stage, the environmental 

damage done in the ground preparation and construction of three clearly outsized buildings will be 

consequential in itself. These buildings, which are clearly intended to be repurposed to support back-

country recreation, would likely never be approved if evaluated through the County’s land use code. A 

serious concern is that if this applicant is successful in this approach to developing residential and 

recreational properties in this very sensitive alpine region, the methodology will be repeated by other 

remaining mining claim owners. The slow recovery of the delicate environment and impacted water 

quality will inevitably be set back in the process. 

  

Thank you for your consideration, 

 
Robert  Risch 

Box 601  

Ouray, CO.  
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Ouray Ranger District 2505 South Townsend 
MontroseCO81401 
970-240-5300970-240-5367

File Code: 2810 
Date: June 28, 2019 

RUSS MEANS                                                                                                                                              
DIVISION OF RECLAMATION, MINING AND SAFETY                                                       
1313 SHERMAN ST RM 215 
DENVER CO 80203 

Dear Russ, 

We received a notice of a proposed mine called the Von Doose Mine, located in Ouray County 

adjacent to the Corkscrew Gulch Road (National Forest System Road 886). The applicant is Eli 

Doose, Atlas Mining and Reclamation LLC, filed under DRMS application number M-2019-031. 

Based on the maps filed with the application, all mine related activities, roads and structures 

would be located on patented claims in the name of Red Mountain Trust, LLC. As an adjacent 

property owner and with jurisdiction on the Corkscrew Gulch road- the primary access road to 

Highway 550-we offer these comments. 

Corkscrew Gulch Road: The Corkscrew Gulch road is a very popular high clearance, steep, 

narrow, four-wheel drive road used heavily by motorized users, connecting to a network of other 

jeep roads providing access to Ouray, Lake City and Silverton. The road is maintained in 

coordination with Ouray County, including snowplowing in the late spring. We have concerns 

over shared use of the road with mine related traffic, and will need to have the proponent submit 

an application for a Road Use Permit from the Forest Service. Based on our review of the 

application, we may require road reconstruction, construction of pull-outs for passing zones, 

hardening of stream crossings, rolling dips, traffic control measures, and responsibility for 

performing maintenance ( or paying the county to do the maintenance). Bonding may be required 

for road maintenance. 

We are also concerned about any plans to operate the mine through the winter. During the 

winter, the road is not plowed. The steep drainage is prone to avalanches, and the bottom portion 

of the road is maintained by the Ouray Nordic Council for recreational skiing. 

Land Ownership: The area near the proposed mine site contains a number of patented and some 

unpatented mining claims. The Forest Service (FS) acquired a number of patented mining claims 

in the early 2000's and in the most recent past, from Tronox/Kerr McGee in the area. In addition 

to the mining claims the FS has acquired, there are National Forest System lands that have 

remained in the Public Domain (PD land). There is an unpatented claim (labelled as the DVD on 

the application map and accompanying attachment A l  table, described in Ouray County GIS 

records as the "Something-Ethel" unpatented claim) which will need to be checked as to the 

seniority relative to the two patented claims it bisects (Oceota and Veto claims shown on the map 

and Attachment Al). 

Other concerns: a) the topography of the valley is steep and narrow, prone to severe isolated rain 

events, avalanche and rockfall events. The storage and secure containment of waste rock so as 
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not to overtop and block the drainage or the Corkscrew road itself will be a challenge during a 

weather event. b) in regard to water quality, the Idarado Mine (owned by Newmont Mining) is 

under a Consent Decree and is working to achieve a zinc compliance standard on Red Mountain 

Creek. Corkscrew Gulch enters Red Mountain Creek upstream of the compliance measurement 

location. In addition, the Forest Service has looked at projects with the EPA to improve water 

quality in the area, such as pulling waste rock piles back from live water. c) the mining plan 

shows a boardinghouse. We question the need for housing workers given that Ouray is a one 

hour drive from the mine site. 
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We ask to be kept informed on decisions made by DRMS related to active mining, and thank you 

for the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

�-� 
DANA GARDUNIODistrict Ranger 

Cc: Lucas West, DRMS, 101 S 3rd St, Ste 301, Grand Junction, CO 81501 
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