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Douglas Mountain Ranch Mining Project 

Molly Niven <mdniven@gmail.com> Sat, Dec 8, 2018 at 7:51 AM
To: cdphe.commentsapcd@state.co.us, kcbecker.house@state.co.us, kevin.grantham.senate@state.co.us, kevin_m_johnson@fws.gov, jackson.moller@tnc.org, Seth.gallagher@nfwf.org, Mike.Lester@colostate.edu, cda_cscb@state.co.us,
cgs_pubs@mines.edu, christine.crouse@colostate.edu, jeffersonconservationdistrict@gmail.com, bob@savetheland.org, claire@clearcreeklandconservancy.org, jason.smith2@state.co.us, donald.baggus@state.co.us, cwcbnews@state.co.us,
cdphe.commentswqcd@state.co.us, cdphe.wqcc@state.co.us, joseph.walter@state.co.us, aspringer@co.clear-creek.co.us, peter.hays@state.co.us

RE:  Douglas Mountain Ranch Mining Project, Permit #M2018016 with the Department of Reclama�on, Mining, and Safety (DRMS)
 
I write to you in opposi�on to the proposed Douglas Mountain Ranch Mining Project currently under permit review with the DRMS. We believe this proposed mine will damage or destroy elements of the Clear Creek
Watershed, including valuable ground water and privately held perennial natural springs adjacent to the Douglas Mountain Plateau.  We believe Empire Aggregates LLC has not addressed their full legal requirements
for the project nor addressed nearby landowners’ valid and obvious concerns for their personal water resources.  Therefore, as public servants tasked with defending the state’s exis�ng water resource value, we
demand you recommend denial of this project to the DRMS.
 
The applicants have not shown that the water they plan to use for the mining opera�on has been obtained from a legal source; they have not shown evidence that they have applied for a mining/industrial well permit;
they have not done adequate research into the wells in the area; they have not acknowledged how breaching the known shallow groundwater will destroy adjacent springs and hinder their project mid-opera�on. This
does not ins�ll confidence in the residents of Clear Creek County that the applicants will adhere to strict guidelines when it comes to exposing this groundwater and other safety precau�ons to protect the groundwater,
creek, and watershed area. According to the DRMS, a flood analysis and flood control plan is needed when mining occurs within 400 feet of a river channel, as the floodplain could be altered, and riverside berms have
the poten�al to be damaged during flooding and are prone to erosion. The applicants have not submi�ed either of the requested documents to date.
 
Adjacent property owners on the Douglas Mountain Plateau have perennial springs sourced from the plateau, lush vegeta�on, and heavily wooded areas. Altering the drainage pa�ern on the plateau would divert the
water away from these proper�es, devasta�ng their emo�onal and financial value along with essen�al vegeta�on for wildlife. The plateau has a rich diversity of wildlife and is important for migra�on corridors, nes�ng
areas, lambing and calving areas, winter habitat, and denning sites for many species. Removing na�ve vegeta�on on the plateau would deplete food sources for all wildlife in the area, and the lush vegeta�on areas on
the adjoining proper�es would be decimated by the disrup�on of the natural springs and ground water. Bighorn sheep, elk, deer, and moose are spo�ed and photographed daily on the plateau, drawn by these water
resources. Our wildlife relies on this surface water for the food and cover it provides.
 
The amended permit applica�on to DRMS M-2018-016, states “All surface water flows that drain to the site (Douglas Mountain Plateau) currently pass across the meadow before draining to the West Fork of Clear
Creek to the north. During mining, these flows will be par�ally intercepted by the mining ac�vity as the opera�on progresses.” The mining opera�on will divert the ground water, natural springs, and drainage on the
plateau along with the natural flow of the West Fork of Clear Creek and Bard Creek, impac�ng the West Clear Creek Watershed Basin (HUC-0103) and the property owners downstream. This is in direct viola�on of the
permit applica�on which states “If mining and reclama�on opera�ons affect areas beyond the boundaries of an approved permit boundary, substan�al civil penal�es can result.” DRCOG Metro Vision 2020 Clean Water
Plan, Appendix 9 Upper Clear Creek Watershed, states that Empire has the 3rd largest municipal wastewater treatment plant in Clear Creek County, and it is located on the West Fork of Clear Creek, on the north edge of
the proposed mining site. Changes in the drainage and flow of the creek may have an impact on the func�on of the treatment plant and need to be looked at further.
 
The Upper Clear Creek Watershed Plan 2014 Update lists Metal & Aggregate Mining as one of seven primary poten�al impacts to water quality and highlights the area of West Clear Creek from Empire Junc�on up to
Empire along Hwy 40 as a Proposed Stream Resolu�on Area. This report considers drought and mining as two issues of concern. The addi�onal burden on the watershed would also affect the quality and quan�ty of the
water supplied by the Clear Creek Basin which would come under requirements in the Clear Creek Water Shed Agreement of 1993.  This agreement focuses on the water quality in Standley Lake and is regulated by the
Water Quality Control Commission (WQCC).  These two watershed impacts should also be considered in the requirements in the DRMS applica�on.
 
Finally, the proposed bond for the worst-case reclama�on scenario from the amended applica�on to the DRMS is $576,128.00. This number does not include short term sediment control measures for the final removal
of the perimeter berm, which should include silt fences and sediment control logs to protect the creek. This number also would not cover addi�onal fines or measures for cleaning up possible water contamina�on
which would do irreparable damage.
 
The bo�om line is the Douglas Mountain Plateau is the only natural, accessible, and undeveloped alluvial plateau in Clear Creek County and harbors tremendous natural water value as is. It is a unique geological
feature, unspoiled by development, which supports many wildlife species and therefore, should be protected. For the sake of our valuable water resources, please recommend denial of the Douglas Mountain Ranch
Mining Project to DRMS by the December 18th, 2018 deadline.
 
Best Regards from Friends of Clear Creek,
 
Name: Molly Niven
 
Email: mdniven@gmail.com
 
Phone: 303-279-9737
 
Street Address: 99 Raptor Point Rd Golden CO  80403-8881
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