
 
 
 

MINERALS PROGRAM INSPECTION REPORT 
PHONE:  (303) 866-3567 

 
The Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety has conducted an inspection of the mining operation 
noted below. This report documents observations concerning compliance with the terms of the permit 
and applicable rules and regulations of the Mined Land Reclamation Board.  

 
MINE NAME: 
Bottomless Pit 

MINE/PROSPECTING ID#: 
M-2001-068 

MINERAL: 
Gravel and sand 

COUNTY: 
Las Animas 

INSPECTION TYPE: 
Monitoring 

INSPECTOR(S): 
Michael A. Cunningham  

INSP. DATE: 
January 26, 2017 

INSP. TIME: 
13:00 

OPERATOR: 
Tamrock Gravel LLC 

OPERATOR REPRESENTATIVE: 
Brent Tambureli 

TYPE OF OPERATION: 
112c - Construction Regular Operation 

 
REASON FOR INSPECTION: 
Normal I&E Program 

BOND CALCULATION TYPE: 
Complete Bond 

BOND AMOUNT: 
$41,063.00 

DATE OF COMPLAINT: 
NA 

POST INSP. CONTACTS: 
None 

JOINT INSP. AGENCY: 
None 

WEATHER: 
Clear 

INSPECTOR’S SIGNATURE: 
 
 

SIGNATURE DATE: 
February 15, 2017 

 
The following inspection topics were identified as having Problems or Possible Violations. OPERATORS 
SHOULD READ THE FOLLOWING PAGES CAREFULLY IN ORDER TO ASSURE COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE TERMS OF THE PERMIT AND APPLICABLE RULES AND REGULATIONS. If a 
Possible Violation is indicated, you will be notified under separate cover as to when the Mined Land 
Reclamation Board will consider possible enforcement action. 
 
INSPECTION TOPIC: Gen. Compliance With Mine Plan 
PROBLEM/POSSIBLE VIOLATION: Problem: Rule 1.13.5 states, if an Operator temporarily ceases production of 
the mining operation for one hundred eighty (180) days or more, the Operator must file a Notice of Temporary 
Cessation in writing to the Office.  
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS: The Division recommends the Operator file for Temporary Cessation.  The start date of 
the initial 5 year Temporary Cessation period is retroactive to the last date the pit was active.  If that date is 
more than 5 years ago, the operator is required ask the Board for a 5 year extension to the Temporary Cessation 
period (per rule 1.13.5 (3) and 1.13.8 (b) or begin reclamation. 
CORRECTIVE ACTION DUE DATE: 3/15/17 
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PERMIT #: M-2001-068 
INSPECTOR’S INITIALS: MAC 

INSPECTION DATE: January 26, 2017 
 

 
OBSERVATIONS 

 
The inspection was conducted by Michael Cunningham of the Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety 
(Division). Brent Tamburelli was present on behalf of Tamrock Gravel LLC. The Bottomless Pit is located 
approximately 9 miles northeast of Trinidad, Colorado in Las Animas County. The site operates under a 112 
Construction Materials Reclamation Permit. The permit area is 327 acres and the designated affected area is 
100 acres. The post-mining land use is rangeland. 
 
Financial Warranty:  
The Division holds a financial warranty in the amount of $41,063.00. The financial warranty amount is based 
on a maximum allowed disturbance of 10 acres, which includes areas where active mining is occurring as well 
as processing areas and haul roads. The financial warranty was structured so that the 10 acres of disturbance 
could float through the designated affected area. The Operator was to limit the amount of disturbance by 
performing concurrent reclamation. The Division reviewed Google Earth aerial images of the site and 
determined the Operator has affected 42 acres of land. The 42 acres of disturbance are comprised of active 
mining areas, stockpile and equipment storage areas and partially reclaimed areas.  
 
As required by Rule 4.2.1(1), all financial warranties shall be set and maintained at a level which reflects the 
actual current cost of fulfilling the requirements of the Reclamation Plan. The Division recalculated the 
financial warranty (copy enclosed) as a part of the monitoring inspection and determined the amount required 
to fulfill the requirements of the Reclamation Plan is $74,640.00. The Operator is encouraged to review the 
enclosed financial warranty calculation and notify the Division of any errors within two weeks of the mailing 
date of this inspection report. Pursuant to Rule 4.2.1(2), in the event the Division determines that the financial 
warranty is insufficient to perform reclamation, the Permittee shall have up to 60 days to post the additional 
financial warranty from the date of written notice from the Division. The Division will send written notice of 
the financial warranty increase two weeks from the mailing date of this inspection report. 
 
Gen. Compliance With Mine Plan:  
No mining activity was occurring during the inspection. According to the Annual Report filed on August 30, 
2016, it has been over a year since mining occurred at the site. Pursuant to Rule 1.13.5, if the Operator plans 
to, or does, temporarily cease production of the mining operation for 180 days or more, the Operator must 
file a Notice of Temporary Cessation. The failure to place the site into Temporary Cessation has been cited as a 
problem and will require corrective action; please see the first page of this report for additional details.  
 
The designated affected area of the Bottomless Pit is divided into 9 Phases. The 9 Phases comprise the 100 
acres of affected area. Phase 1 has been fully reclaimed and has established vegetation. Phases 2-5 are 
currently affected and require various degrees of reclamation. Phase 2 has been graded and topsoil has been 
replaced. However, there is little to no vegetative growth within Phase 2 and it will be necessary to reseed this 
phase. Phase 3 is currently being utilized for equipment and stockpile storage and grading is complete in this 
phase. Active mining is occurring in portions of Phase 4 and 5, reclamation in these phases will require minor 
grading, topsoil replacement and revegetation.  
 
Signs and Markers:  
The permit sign was posted at the site entrance and the boundary markers were in place as required by Rule 
3.1.12(1) and (2). 
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PERMIT #: M-2001-068 
INSPECTOR’S INITIALS: MAC 

INSPECTION DATE: January 26, 2017 
 

 
Topsoil:  
Topsoil has been salvaged and stockpiled along the perimeter of the affected area. The topsoil stockpiles were 
stable and did not show any signs of erosion.  
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PERMIT #: M-2001-068 
INSPECTOR’S INITIALS: MAC 

INSPECTION DATE: January 26, 2017 
 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
 
 

1. Active mining area, Phase 4.  2. Active mining area, Phase 5.  

3. Topsoil stockpile.  4. Product stockpiles, Phase 3.  

5. Product stockpiles, Phase 2.  6. Graded pit floor.  
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PERMIT #: M-2001-068 
INSPECTOR’S INITIALS: MAC 

INSPECTION DATE: January 26, 2017 
 

GENERAL INSPECTION TOPICS 
The following list identifies the environmental and permit parameters inspected and gives a categorical evaluation of each 

 

(AR) RECORDS----------------------------------- Y (FN) FINANCIAL WARRANTY-------- N (RD) ROADS------------------ Y 

(HB) HYDROLOGIC BALANCE------------- Y (BG) BACKFILL & GRADING---------- Y (EX) EXPLOSIVES--------- NA 

(PW) PROCESSING WASTE/TAILING---- NA (SF) PROCESSING FACILITIES------- N (TS) TOPSOIL---------------- Y 

(MP) GENL MINE PLAN COMPLIANCE- PB (FW) FISH & WILDLIFE----------------- Y (RV) REVEGETATION---- N 

(SM) SIGNS AND MARKERS----------------- Y (SP) STORM WATER MGT PLAN---- N (CI) COMPLETE INSP---- Y 

(ES) OVERBURDEN/DEV. WASTE--------- N (SC) EROSION/SEDIMENTATION--- N (RS) RECL PLAN/COMP-- Y 

(AT) ACID OR TOXIC MATERIALS------- NA (OD) OFF-SITE DAMAGE---------------- N (ST) STIPULATIONS------- NA 

Y = Inspected and found in compliance / N = Not inspected / NA = Not applicable to this operation / PB = Problem cited / PV = Possible violation cited 
 
 
Inspection Contact Address 
Brent Tambureli 
Tamrock Gravel LLC 
137 Plum Street 
Trinidad, CO 81082 
 
Enclosures (2) 
 
CC: Wally Erickson, DRMS 
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COLORADO DIVISION OF RECLAMATION, MINING AND SAFETY 
1313 Sherman Street, Room 215, Denver, Colorado  80203 Phone (303) 866-3567 

  
 

TEMPORARY CESSATION NOTICE 
(mining activities temporarily cease for more than a one-year period)    

 
Today’s date:   

 

Permit number:  M-      Site name:    

 

County:                TC number:                       (DRMS use only) 

 

Permittee making request:     

 

Operator (if other than permittee):    

 

Date the initial five-year period of Temporary Cessation begins:    

 

Reason mining activities (materials extraction, processing, hauling) have ceased:                                                                                     

 

     

 

    

 

Description of plan to resume operations: 

 

     

 

    

 

Description of plan to meet performance standards of Rule 3.1 during temporary cessation (reclamation, weed control,  

monitoring, signs, markers, etc.): 

 

     

 

    

 

Number of affected acres:    

 

Amount of financial warranty (bond) on deposit with the state:  $   

 

Required fees for Temporary Cessation by permit type (please mark the correct fee and submit it with this request 

for Temporary Cessation): 

 

Permit type Required TR fee Submitted (mark only one) 

Construction Materials  

 

$144  

Hard Rock/ Metal Mining $115  

   

The above-referenced permit has entered Temporary Cessation.  This site has reserves remaining to be mined.  

 

Operator’s signature:                                                    

 

Please note:   

1. While in Temporary Cessation, the operator must continue to comply with the Rules and Act, including 

maintaining the site, and must continue to file an annual report and annual fee. 
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