
 

 
 
 
 

1313 Sherman Street, Room 215 
Denver, Colorado 80203 

 
August 16, 2016 
 
John P. Ary 
Fremont Paving & Redi-Mix, Inc. 
839 MacKenzie Avenue 
P.O. Box 841 
Cañon City, CO 81212 
 
RE: Fifth Letter Regarding Objections Received;  

Pueblo County Aggregate Project; DRMS File No. M-2016-009;  
112 Construction Materials Reclamation Permit Application 

 
Dear Mr. Ary: 
 
On February 26, 2016, the Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety (Division) determined that the 
112 Construction Materials Reclamation Permit Application for the Pueblo County Aggregate Project was 
complete for the purposes of filing. On June 14, 2016, the Division received the amendment application 
to the 112 Construction Materials Reclamation Permit Application in review. On June 14, 2016, the 
Division determined that the Amendment to the 112 Construction Materials Reclamation Permit 
Application was complete for the purposes of filing. Therefore, the public comment period for the 
Pueblo County Aggregate Project reopened on June 14, 2016. On August 4, 2016, the public comment 
period for the Pueblo County Aggregate Project will close. During the public comment period for the 
original application the Division received the timely objections, which have already been forwarded to 
the Operator from the following parties and/or interested persons: 
  

1) Karen R. Jones, received March 29, 2016 
 

2) Hobbs Family Farm, letter dated April 13, 2016, received April 14, 2016, signed by: Daniel G. 
Hobbs 
 

3) Rusler Produce, Inc., letter dated April 13, 2016, received April 14, 2016, signed by: Thomas S. 
Rusler, M. Lynn Rusler, Thomas W. Rusler, and Nicholas S. Rusler 
 

4) Ryan Froman, letter dated April 13, 2016, received April 14, 2016 
 

5) David Cockrell, letter dated April 15, 2016, received April 15, 2016 
 

6) Sierra Club - Sangre De Cristo Group, received April 15, 2016, signed by: Charlotte Tournay 
 

7) Dan Henrichs, received April 14, 2016 
 

8) Kelly G. Bond, received April 15, 2016 
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9) Pisciotta Farms and Produce Marketing, letter dated April 12, 2016, received April 15, 2016, 
signed by: Joe P. Pisciotta 

During the public comment period for the amendment to the application in review the Division received 
the enclosed timely objection, from the following party and/or interested person: 

 
10) State Senator Larry Crowder, letter dated July 17, 2016, received July 21, 2016, signed by: Larry 

Crowder 
 

11) Hobbs Family Farm, letter dated July 31, 2016, received August 1, 2016, plus August 4, 2016 
Addendum, received August 4, 2016, signed by: Daniel G. Hobbs 
 

12) Dionisio Produce, letter dated July 27, 2016, received August 2, 2016, signed by: Russ Dionisio 
 

13) Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, letter dated August 4, 2016, received August 2, 2016, signed 
by: Ben Rainbolt 
 

14) Pueblo Rural Fire Protection District, letter dated July 28, 2016, received August 2, 2016, signed 
by: Bret Marascola 
 

15) Innovative Conservation Solutions, Inc., letter date August 2, 2016, received August 2, 2016, 
signed by: Scoot A. Campbell 
 

16) XCEL Energy, letter dated July 27, 2016, received August 2, 2016, signed by: James Craig 
 

17) Rusler Produce, Inc., letter dated July 31, 2016, received August 3, 2016, signed by: Thomas S. 
Rusler, M. Lynn Rusler, Thomas W. Rusler, and Nicholas S. Rusler 
 

18) Jose Munoz, received August 3, 2016 
 

19) Altman, Keilbach, Lytle, Parlapiano & Ware, P.C. on behalf of Bessemer Irrigating Ditch 
Company, letter dated August 3, 2016, received August 3, 2016, signed by John J. Keilbach 
 

20) Ryan Froman, letter dated July 31, 2016, received August 3, 2016 
 

21) Jason and Tina Potestio, received August 4, 2016 
 

22) Fred Bregar, letter dated August 1, 2016, received August 4, 2016 
 

23) Michael and Velma Rinks, letter dated July 31, 2016, received August 4, 2016 
 

24) Provost Family, letter dated July 31, 2016, received August 4, 2016, signed by: Vesta and 
Melvin Provost, Mary and Tim Provost, and Tom Provost 
 

25) Larga Vista Ranch, letter dated August 4, 2016, received August 4, 2016, signed by: Doug and 
Kim Wiley 
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Please find the enclosed copy of the written objection identified above as items 11-25. Copies of all 
other written Objections have been previously forwarded. Please inform the Division how the 
Applicant intends to address the jurisdictional issues raised by the Objectors.  
 
If you need additional information or have any questions, please contact me at Division of Reclamation, 
Mining and Safety, 1313 Sherman Street, Room 215, Denver, CO 80203, by telephone at 303-866-3567 
x8132, or by email at elliott.russell@state.co.us. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elliott R. Russell 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
 
Enclosure: 11. Second Objection Letter and Addendum from Hobbs Family Farm, received August 1,  

2016 and August 4, 2016 
12. Objection Letter from Dionisio Produce, received August 2, 2016 
13. Objection Letter from Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, received August 2, 2016 
14. Objection Letter from Pueblo Rural Fire Protection District, received August 2, 2016 
15. Objection Letter from Innovative Conservation Solutions, Inc., received August 2, 2016 
16. Objection Letter from XCEL Energy, received August 2, 2016 
17. Second Objection Letter from Rusler Produce, Inc., received August 3, 2016 
18. Objection Letter from Jose Munoz, received August 3, 2016 
19. Objection Letter from Altman, Keilbach, Lytle, Parlapiano & Ware, P.C. on behalf of 

Bessemer Irrigating Ditch Company, received August 3, 2016 
20. Second Objection Letter from Ryan Froman, received August 3, 2016 
21. Objection Letter from Jason and Tina Potestio, received August 4, 2016 
22. Objection Letter from Fred Bregar, received August 4, 2016 
23. Objection Letter from Michael and Velma Rinks, received August 4, 2016 
24. Objection Letter from Provost Family, received August 4, 2016  
25. Objection Letter from Larga Vista Ranch, received August 4, 2016 

  
EC: Wally Erickson; Division of Reclamation, Mining & Safety 
 
CC: Angela M. Bellantoni; Environmental Alternatives Inc. 

1107 Main Street, Cañon City, CO 81212 
 

 

mailto:elliott.russell@state.co.us
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DIVISION OF RECLAMATION

July 27, 2016
MINING AND SAFETY

Division of Reclamation, Mining, and Safety

1313 Sherman Street Room 215

Denver, CO. 80203 YY) _ Q -a16 — 09

To Whom It May Concern: 

I wish to stronglypy pqse_ e proposed gravel pit known as the " Pueblo County Aggregate Project" at or
near Section 19, Township 21 South, Range 62 West, 6' h Prime Meridian in the town of Avondale in
Pueblo County, dated to commence July, 2016. 

I grow melons, pumpkins, cabbage, onions, Pueblo Chile, parsnips, pinto beans and hemp in Avondale

and Vineland, from Avondale Blvd to 35`h Lane, all just north of the Bessemer Ditch. There are many
issues we have with this, but this letter will pertain only to the threat to the Bessemer Ditch itself and
that no one has ever re-established and maintained a stand of grass in these Badger Hills that 1 know of. 

The proposed site sits approximately Y: mile from one of our farms. Our main source of water is the

Bessemer Ditch. I employ both flood and drip irrigation on my fields. Food safety rules require all of us
that grow vegetables to test our irrigation water quality several times monthly. When we get a big rain
over the proposed site, the excess dirt and fines WILL wash into the Bessemer, and even if there isn' t

enough to plug the whole ditch, it will plug up my irrigation systems. 

No matter the drainage plan proposed, it will negatively affect all of our farms. We count on the run-off

from the Badger Hills to increase our flows during and after rain events. 

Please consider these fads and understand the harm this proposal will cause to my farms along with all
my neighbor' s farms. This project is not viable in this area. 

Russ Dionisio

Dionisio Produce
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pueblo Rural Fire PnotlecUon Distract
29M2USF y 50EastRwbk X0081006

719) 948-4646 CW

BOARD MEMBERS Jack Martin—Assistant Chief
John A. Musso, Chairman

Conrad Omdoff— Assistant Chief
Joe Andenucio, Vice Chair

C. Ted Hall, Treasurer

George Mraovich

Mary Macalusalkelman

7- 28- 2016

YN'N— ao1(0 —00i

Division of Reclamation Mining Safety
1313 Sherman Street, Room 215

Denver, Colorado 80203

Attorney
Patrick Garcia

Board Secretary
Tomma Parco

RECEIVED

c,, 00 0 2 2016

DIVISION OF RECLAW
Dear Sirs, MINING AND SAFE - 

I am writing this letter in re` sponse to the proposed gravel pit in the area south of the

46000 block of. Olsen Road. This proposed gravel pit has been rejected locally in the past

by the County Commissioners. My concerns as Fire Chief in the Pueblo Rural Fire

District are many. Olsen road is a main route for Fire and EMS in the Avondale area. The

added traffic on the road combined with the heavy agricultural traffic could become

problematic for emergency response by our Agency, and by The Pueblo County

Sherriif' s office. We pride ourselves in the rapid response we provide to that area The

last thing I would want to see is a delayed response because of the additional truck and

heavy equipment traffic. The other main concern is what will mining that area do to the

erosion of the foothills that drain to Olsen road right now. As I have stated Olsen road

provides the only access east to the Avondale area when natural disaster strikes. The

1996 Blizzard, the 1998 flooding, 2015 and 2016 Heavy rain storms and most recently



heavy rain producing over 4 inches of rain in that area. Olsen was the only means of

travel to reach Avondale as both HI way 50 east and HI way 50 Bypass were impassable. 

The PRFD also has to deal with hazard mitigation as stated above. The Pueblo County

Emergency Response Program has issues with this area specifically this area and HI way

50 east. The Pueblo County Roads and Bridges can confirm what happens when natural

disaster strikes this area, making it impassable. What will happen to the large amount of

water that drains now in the area, will it wash out a major irrigation ditch (Bessemer

Ditch) and flood the area north of Olsen Road all the way to Avondale? What about the

large amount of mud that is left on Olsen road making it impassable for days.? l inch of

rain on l acre will produce around 28, 000 gallons of water. Is there a drainage study that

supports the mining in this area? And a traffic study for the proposed number of trucks

entering and exiting the Proposed roadway. The final concern is the proposed roadway. 

Will it be paved? This could have an impact on the ability of the PRFD to respond to

Emergency situations. Please review and consider my concerns as a Public safety issue

that can have a direct impact on the way of life and the preservation of lives

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me anytime concerning this

response at 719 9484646. 

Sincerely, 

Bret Marascola Chief Pueblo Rural Fire District. 
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XcelEnergy® 
RESPONSIBLE BY NATURE"' 

July 27, 2016

1800 Larimer Street

Denver, Colorado 80202

RECFIVFn

AUG 0 2 2016

Division of Reclamation Mining and Safety DIVISIAND

SA
E

TION
MINNNINGGAND SAFE=TY

1313 Sherman Street, Room 215

Denver, Colorado 80203 ,-
ab(o—CID Cr

Re: Freemont Paving & Red! -Mix

Amendment to Application for Regular Construction Materials Operation Reclamation

Permit

To Whom It May Concern: 

Xcel Energy operates an overhead electric transmission line in Section 19, Township 21 South, 
Range 62 West, at or near where the proposed mine is. As long as all mining activities occur
outside of the transmission line easement, Xcel Energy takes no position on the proposed
amendment_ 

If you have any question please contact me at 303- 571-7291 or james.e. craig@xcelenergy.com. 

Best regards, 
t

J mes Craig

Contract Agent for Public Service Company of Colorado

cc: Freemont Paving & Redi- Mix
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719- 947- 3364 fir. 

RUSLER PRODUCE INC. 
GROWER & DISTRIBUTOR OFFINE VEGETABLES

P.O. BOX 69 - ( 719) 947- 3361

AVONDALE, COLORADO 81022

Division of Reclamation, Mining, and Safety

1313 Sherman Street Room 215

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Sirs/ Madams, 

201 - 009
Comments Received
Objection letter

We wish to ardently oppose the proposed gravel pit known as the " Pueblo County Aggregate Project" at
or near Section 19, Township 21 South, Range 62 West, 60 Prime Meridian in the town of Avondale in

Pueblo County, dated to commence July, 2016, Permit No. M2016009. 

This proposed site and haul routes sit above and along approximately FOUR MILES of the largest
irrigation ditch In Pueblo County, the Bessemer Ditch. We foresee many issues with the dust, sand and
the disturbance of the soil along the water delivery system of thousands of acres of farmland. The
irrigation practices employed by our farms and by our neighbors require clean, chemical free water. This
water can be audited multiple times per month by governmental agencies as well as third party auditors
in order to confirm that farms comply with required GoodAgricultural Practices. The probability of an
overturned gravel truck or other mining equipmenes raw materials, oils, diesel or other contaminants
leaking into our water carries with it significant legal implications. The unintended consequences of a

heavy rainstorm washing these materials, let alone the actual mud and earth from the piles of fines and
over -burdens potentially blocking up the ditch or plugging up the pipes that deliver the water from the
Bessemer to the farms, especially to center -pivot sprinklers and drip irrigation systems is troublesome, 
to say the least. With the yet undetermined, but extensive duration and huge scope of this project, it is
not a matter of "if", but a matter of "when" one of these disasters will happen. 

This site and the surrounding area is zoned A-1 for a reason, it is some of the best farm ground in the
United States, classified as Prime Irrigated Soil. We own and operate a 2750 acre farm, 1600 of which

are irrigated and all of which are both downhill and downstream of the proposed site. We clean all

water prior to coming on to our farms to keep noxious weed seeds and trash from entering our complex
Irrigation system. Gravel fines would wreak havoc on this system that we have implemented and

perfected over the last 37 years. To have our livelihood and the livelihoods of our neighbors in this

agricultural community burdened and challenged by converting It suddenly to an industrial area, 
complete with not only mining, but processing facilities and with hundreds of semi -trucks per day
crossing and/ or travelling parallel to the Bessemer Ditch and introducing multiple potential disasters is
very counter-productive to the Pueblo County Comprehensive Plan, not to mention our way of life. 



08- 03-' 6; 01: 30PM; 719- 947- 3364

There is no way that anyone can do the damage to the hills proposed here and both keep foreign
materials from the Bessemer Ditch and preserve the historic flows from rain events that downstream

shareholders have utilized since the inception of the Bessemer Ditch. 

We respectfully ask that you deny this permit and help defend agriculture in Pueblo County. 

Thomas S. Rusler M. Lynn Rusler Thomas W. Rusler Nicholas S. Rusler

Rusler Produce, Inc. Rusler Produce, Inc. Rusler Produce, Inc. Rusler Produce, Inc. 



Or

08- 03- 16; 01: 30PM; 

Rusler Produce, Inc. 

Number of Pages Including Title Page

Attn: Tyler O'Donnew

719- 947- 3364 # V 3

I ' / ' / ' • ' / r . r • • 

do i

f' 016009. 

7hanlvyour

tommy@ruslerproduce.com or tom@ruslerproduce.com

Phone 719.947.3361 Fax 7I9.947.3364

FAX
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M2016-009

i/ Comments Received
Objection leper

Please state that this Is a " leiter of oppositlW. The mala things to toudh on are the huge danger to the Bessemer Ditch
plugging upand tr'eing contaminated, the flooding danger pras" d to fauns a4 houses all the my to Avondale and the
imposaibillty of ns-vergging' the hills. Those are the main things die DRIVIS focused on, as opposed to quality of life, 
traffo, etc. If this getB to the County level, that Is when wee will twun on tl>osq issues. But any other info you can put in
Owe will be awasomel Just write what feels fight. 

If you Neve any questions about anything, I'm always available. 

Thank you! 
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ALTMAN, KEILBACH, LYTLE, PARLAPIANO IS WARE, P. C. 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

229 COLORADO AViNYE

P. O. Box 333

PUEBLO, COLORADO $ 1002

719) 545-7326

FAx No. 719.546.9437

E- MAIL ADORcas: 

August 3, 2016

JAMCa W. PRESTON 1187619661

DAVID A. PRESTON ( 191d- 1973) 

LEO 6. ALTMAN 0911- 2001) 

DAVID C. PARLAWANO 11930.20091

Colorado Division of Reclamation fiRQ4o (303) 832-8106

Mining 81 Safety
Department of Natural Resources
1313 Sherman Street, # 218 RECFIVED
Denver, CO 80203

Pueblo County Planning and Development ,
AUG 0 4 2016

229 W 12th Street DIVISION OF RECLAMATION
Pueblo, Colorado 81003 MININGANDSAFETY

Board of Pueblo County Commissioners
215 W. 10th Street

Pueblo, Colorado 81003

Ladies and Gentlemen: pfoa E Vk- 

Re: Fremont Paving Proposed Gravel Mining Operations, Permit No. 
c, -' M2016009

Our office represents the Bessemer Irrigating Ditch Company which has
asked us to write you to outline the Ditch Company's concerns respecting
Fremont Paving's proposed gravel operation and haul route in the area of 441' 
Lane in Pueblo County. 

As you are aware, the Ditch carries water from the Pueblo Reservoir to its
shareholders east of Pueblo. The water is used by area farmers as well as the
St. Charles Mesa Water District. The Board of Directors is justifiably concerned
over maintaining the quality of the water as it passes through the Ditch to its
ultimate users, insuring that all available water is transported through the Ditch
unimpeded, and insuring the continued structural viability of the Ditch itself. 

Accordingly, the Board respectfully requests that each of you carefully
evaluate the application and monitor the actual operation of the gravel extraction

and transportation with speck attention to the haul route in the vicinity of the
Ditch and where the haul route actually does cross the Ditch, to insure as much
as is reasonably possible that no harm comes to the Ditch or the delivery of the
water in the Ditch as a result of any truck accident, any gravel spill, or any other
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Page 2

Colorado Division of Reclamation

Mining & Safety
Pueblo County Planning and Development
Board of Pueblo County Commissioners
August 3, 2016

event which may occur in the vicinity of the Ditch. Likewise, we urge you to
insure that no drainage constructed along the haul route or from the gravel pits
will result in any runoff Into the Ditch. if you approve this gravel mining project, 
we also urge you to include a condition that no mining activity or material
stockpiles are allowed within 1, 000 feet of the centerline of the Ditch. 

Your careful attention to the design and construction of the proposed
bridge across the Ditch will likewise be most appreciated. Again, the Board does
not want to expose its maintenance personnel to any safety hazards, nor does it
wish to expose the Ditch to any structural damage or pollution, any of which
could occur in the event of a bridge failure and/ or a truck going into the Ditch. 

These concerns are expressed in accord with the Board's fiduciary
responsibilities to the Company and its shareholders. The Board takes no
position either in favor of or opposed to the ultimate granting or denying of Permit
No. M2016009. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, we thank you for your time, attention
and consideration in this matter. 

Sincer ly, 

John J. Keilb h
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ALTmAN, KEIIBACH, LYTLE, PARLAPIANO & WARE, P.C. 

A'rToRNEYS AT LAW

229 CoLoRAuo AvENUE
P.O. Box 333

Pueblo, Colorado 81002

719) 545-7325
John J. Keilbach Fax No. 719-545-9437 James W. Preston ( 1 B76- 1966) 
Wm. David Lytle E -Mail Address David A. Preston ( 1914- 1973) 
David E. Ware office@altmar-keilbach.com Leo S. Altman ( 1911- 2001) 

David C. Parlapiano ( 1930-2008) 

Date: August 3, 2016

Please deliver the following fax transmission: 

COMPANY: Colorado Division of Reclamation Mining & Safety

FAX NO.: ( 303) 832-8106

FROM: Sean T. Wolff, for John J. Keilbach

MESSAGE: 

A total of 3 page(s) including this cover sheet is being transmitted. 

If any part of this transmission is missing or unreadable, please call 719 54J-7325. 

NOTICE

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed, and
may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under
applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
telephone, and return the original message to us at the above address via the US postal service. 
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7' 9- 947- 3364

RECEIVED

AUG 042016

310N OF RECLAMATION
Division ofReclamation, Mining, and Safety MIN',NG AND SAFETY
1313 Sherman Street Room 215 r

Cmme20t
calved

Denver, CO. 80203 " offi. 

RE: " Pueblo County Aggregate Project" at or near Section 19, Township 21 South, Range 62 West, 
6t6Prime Meridian, Permit No. M2016009

Sear Sirs/Madams, 

1 am contacting you to express my opposition over issuance ofa Construction Materials Operation
Reclamation permit to Fremont Paving and Redi-Mix Inc. ofCation City (Fremont Paving). 

I am familiar with the area --known locally as the Badger Hills—where Fremont Paving wishes to extract
gravel. This area is immediately adjacent to a prime agricultural region ofeastern Pueblo County. The
soils in this area arc classified as " prime irrigated soils of national importance". The Bessemer Ditch, 

which irrigates these lands flows from the Pueblo reservoir nearly 40 miles to the Huerfano River. 
Approximately 20,000 acres are irrigated by this ditch. The area where Fremont Paving proposes to set up
their operation is uphill of and within a couple hundred feet ofthis irrigation ditch. 

In recent years, Pueblo County has had some devastating flood events as a result high rainfall in short
periods oftime. For example two of the last three years, we had 4-5" ofrainfall within a 24 hour period. 

These events resulted in severe erosion around the County and major issues for the Bessemer pitch. The
location of the " Pueblo County Aggregate Project" is situated in an ecologically fragile area, which is
highly susceptible to erosion. I am very concerned that the proposed operation will cause high levels
erosion and directly and adversely impact production farmers. 

In addition, reclamation in this area will be exceedingly difficult due to scant annual rainfall and the soil
type. During dry years we have witnessed first-hand the failed reclamation efforts of other projects in
Pueblo County that have resulted in dust -bowl type condition in eastern Pueblo County. Dry years will
surely return and a large-scale project such as the " 441' Lane Project" will undoubtedly contribute
significantly to blowing dust and destructive erosion, both during and after operations conclude. 

In summary, this is an and and ecologically fragile area that contains some of the best irrigated
agricultural land in the western United States. On behalf of the farmers of Pueblo County, I strongly
discourage the Division of Reclamation, Mining, and Safety from issuing a permit to Fremont Paving on
the basis of unacceptable threats to local farming operations and the extreme difficulty of reclaiming the
landscape after proposed mining operations conclude. There are many places where construction
materials can be safely extracted with minimal impact to production agriculture, but this proposed site is
not one of them. 

Neither this letter, nor my previous letter were written at the recommendation ofthe Board ofSPSCD, but
I signed both letters with my position on the Board to give credence to my knowledge of the subject. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Ryan Froman

President, South Pueblo Soil Conservation District
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July 31, 2016

Division ofReclamation, Mining, and Safety
1313 Sherman Street Room 215

Denver, CO. 80203

719- 947- 3364

RE: " Pueblo County Aggregate Project" at or near Section 19, Township 21 South, Range 62 West, 
6'hPrime Meridian, Permit No. M2016009

Sear Sirs/ Madams, 

I am contacting you to express my opposition over issuance of a Construction Materials Operation
Reclamation permit to Fremont Paving and Redi-Mix Inc. of Cation City (Fremont Paving). 

I am familiar with the area—known locally as the Badger Hills—where Fremont Paving wishes to extract
gravel. This area is immediately adjacent to a prime agricultural region of eastern Pueblo County. The
soils in this area are classified as `prime irrigated soils of national importance". The Bessemer Ditch, 

which irrigates these lands flows from the Pueblo reservoir nearly 40 miles to the Huerfano River. 
Approximately 20,000 acres are irrigated by this ditch. The area where Fremont Paving proposes to set up
their operation is uphill of and within a couple hundred feet of this irrigation ditch. 

in recent years, Pueblo County has had some devastating flood events as a result high rainfall in short
periods of time. For example two ofthe last three years, we had 4-5" of rainfall within a 24 hour period. 

These events resulted in severe erosion around the County and major issues for the Bessemer Ditch. The
location of the "Pueblo County Aggregate Project" is situated in an ecologically fragile area, which is
highly susceptible to erosion. I am very concerned that the proposed operation will cause high levels
erosion and directly and adversely impact production farmers. 

In addition, reclamation in this area will be exceedingly difficult due to scant annual rainfall and the soil
type. During dry years we have witnessed first-hand the failed reclamation efforts of other projects in
Pueblo County that have resulted in dust -bowl type condition in eastern Pueblo County. Dry years will
surely return and a Iarge-scale project such as the " 4414 Inane pmjcct" will undoubtedly contribute
significantly to blowing dust and destructive erosion, both during and after operations conclude. 

In summary, this Is an and and ecologically fragile area that contains some of the best irrigated
agricultural land in the western United States. On behalfofthe farmers of Pueblo County, l strongly
discourage the Division of Reclamation, Mining, and Safety from issuing a permit to Fremont Paving on
the basis ofunacceptable threats to local farming operations and the extreme difficulty of reclaiming the
landscape after proposed mining operations conclude. There are many places where construction
materials can be safely extracted with minimal impact to production apiculture, but this proposed site is
not one of them. 

Neither this letter, nor my previous letter were written at the recommendation of the Board of SPSCD, but
1 signed both letters with my position on the Board to give credence to my knowledge of the subject. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Ryan Froman

President, South Pueblo Soil Conservation District
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DIVISION OF RECLAMATION Jason and Tina Potestio

MINING AND SAFETY
41305 Olson Rd

Avondale, CO 81022

Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety
soo9

1313 Sherman Street, Room 215 C .'= sRecaWed

ohjee!! on lane* 

Denver, CO 80203

To Whom It May Concern, 

The rural community is not in support of the proposed Pueblo County Aggregate Project. The
main reason we are not in support of this is because of Its environmental impact. We are a farming and

ranching community and rely on our environment for our livelihoods. In a case study done in New
Mexico In 2004 it was shown that the primary impacts of aggregate, stone, and industrial mines are
degraded air quality, disturbed areas on the mine and groundwater usage. Surface and groundwater
impacts related to mining have a large Impact on our farming and ranching operations. There is often a
large amount of sediment left in the water around these stone and aggregate mines. This causes

significant degradation to the water supplies. We rely on both irrigation from ditch water shares, rain
and groundwater for our crops to flourish_ Our livestock rely on the ponds, streams, and aquaducts for
their drinking water. Poor water quality leads to poor crops, poor health in our livestock, which in turn
affects our way of living. Other impacts on the environment are increased traffic on new or existing
roads. Heavy materials being hauled in and out at a very constant rate causes breakdown on these
roadways. This also causes aesthetic degradation caused by both active and abandoned mines. This has
a trickle-down effect of lowering the real estate value of our properties. Let' s face it people move to the
country to see the country, not to see a Hole in the ground that has been stripped of its minerals and
forestation. Very few of these mines become reclaimed or re -vegetated after they have been used up
and abandoned. It is often the promise to the people In these areas that the gravel pits will be reclaimed

and that is meant to put our minds at ease, however, if you take a drive across any rural community in

the US that has had a mining operation you can see that this is rarely the case. Natural re -forestation
may occur in some of these places once the groundwater has had time to return to quality enough to
grow vegetation again, but this does nothing to fill in the large open areas remaining of the pits. Air
quality is another issue with these operations. It Is often regulated that the air quality only be tested
once every 7 days, which would mean that the air quality at any given mine is only tested 14% of the

time it is operating. Mines can often choose what days they want to do this testing, which means they
can avoid windy days and can test on calm days when the quality will rate Nigher due to the particulates
settling to the ground. 

To summarize the many reasons we are not in support, I have put together a list of the negative
impacts related to aggregate mining. 

increased dust/ diesel fumes on the haul road in and out of the mine

Dust from non-compliant crushing operations

Dust and sediment from the piles of gravel and sand at the site
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Increased traffic and air pollution from the increase in vehicles on the rural roads
Increased in disturbed or claimed farm land related to construction at the site
Increased sediment and air pollution even after the mines are abandoned until they are
eventually reclaimed or natural re -vegetation occurs
Poor water quality due to sediment and pollution and usage of our groundwater resources. 

In the big scheme of things these may seem like small problems for a large mining company, 
however to a small farming/ ranching community these effects can be life changing

Thank you for taking the time to read our concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Tina Potestio

12002/ 002
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RECEIVED
August 1, 2016  

AUG 0 4 2016

DIMON OF RECLAMATION

HIMAND WFErrY
Division of Reclamation, Mining, and Safety
1313 Sherman St., Room 215

Denver, Colorado 80203

RE: Fremont Paving & Redi- Mix
Comments Received

Permit# M2016009  
Opposition letter

I have just learned of Fremont Paving & Ready Mix intention of mining gravel on the Badger Hill project. 
I want to go on record of OPPOSING this project. 

I own 620 acres that borders the state land south of Badger Hill, east of 44V" lane to Fields Rd. in

Avondale, Colorado. I have leased the Huerfano Lake Ranch, south of Badger Hill, adjoining my land for
14 years for cattle grazing. Even through the drought, this property up to the state land was able to
sustain 75 head of cattle. 

I am greatly concerned the impact this proposed project will have both on my grazing land and on my
cattle. For years we have had problems with strong wind and blowing dirt in this area. This project will
compound the problem even worse. Land that was once grassland now where people have overgrazed

their "40 acres" causing further blowing dirt and spread of weeds is an example of what happens when
this soil is disturbed without irrigation. Many have tried to plant grass but have found it takes years for
it to be reestablished. 

The health of my cattle is of upmost important to me. Cattle are very susceptible to dust pneumonia. 
With the winds and blowing dirt, my cattle are at risk. This is my livelihood. I do not feel after all these
years i should have to relocate due to the state allowing gravel mining on land next to me. 

I am OPPOSED to this permit being issued. 

Sin , 

Fred Bregar

1530 Lime Road

Pueblo, Colorado 81006

Xc: Pueblo County Commissioners
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July 31, 2016

Division of Reclamation

Mining and Safety
1313 Sherman St., Room 215

Denver, Colorado 80203

RE: Fremont Paving & Redi- Mix

Permit # M2016009

RECEIVED

AUG 0 4 2016
DIVISION OF RECLAMATION

MINING AND SAFETY

Comments Received

Opposition letter

We have just learned about the Badger hill gravel mining project. We want to go on record as OPPOSING THIS
PROJECT. 

We own the Huerfano Lake Ranch. Our ranch is cut into by Fields Road and we have 1000 acres directly south
bordering the state land where Badger Hill ( the 40 Lane Project) lies, which is approximately X miles away. 
This thousand acres have some of the best cattle grazing on our ranch. 

Our greatest concern is the fragile soil that is in our area. You may have many reports from officials but
unless you have lived in this area for 70 years like I have, you have no idea of dirt storms. We have been in a

drought for many years now and still this year as usual the rain continues to go around us. The winds are strong
out here, frequently 50 to 70 miles an hour, and blows almost every day, mostly from the north, northwest, 
occasionally east and south. We are burning up out here. We have had problems with 40 acre parcels being
overgrazed and then dirt blows burying grass land, fences, etc.. When CIG put their gas line through this area

and re -vegetated it according to plan, the dirt blew causing blackouts. It was on more than one occasion that

we had to stop on 4011 Lane because the dirt was blowing so bad we couldn' t see. 
Now Fremont Paving and Redi- Mix wants to excavate 40 acres at a time plus heavy truck traffic within a

short distance of our grazing land. The wind blowing dirt will impact our grazing land plus cause problems for
the cattle. It should be further noted that surrounding this 1400 acre parcel are homes almost every 40 acres
located near this project that will be impacted also and most residents are unaware this gravel project is

happening. Conveniently Fremont Paving and Redi- Mix posted the notices by the power lines leading everyone
to believe it was regarding the power lines. 

Another issue is on occasion we get heavy rains. The water drains quickly off state ground carrying
sediment through our north pasture, flooding Fields Road, settling in our south pasture, and into the Huerfano

Lake which we have kept as a wild life and bird sanctuary for the past 20 years, no hunting. What impact will
this have on our pasture and the Huerfano Lake? You may want to contact Pueblo Road and Bridges regarding
the water issues on Field Road. 

WE OBJECT TO THIS PROJECT. 

Michael and Velma Rinks

41901 Bush Rd. 

Avondale, Colorado 81022

719-948-3977

Xc: Pueblo County Commissioners
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July 31, 2016

Division of Reclamation

Mining and Safety
1313 Sherman St., Room 215

Denver, Colorado 80203

RE: Fremont Paving & Redi- Mix

Permit # M2016009./ 

RECEIVED

AUG 0 4 2016

DIVISION OF RECLAMATION
MINING AND SAFETY

Comments Received

Opposition letter

We have just learned about the Badger Hill gravel mining project. We want to go on record as opposing

this project. Our property and homes are located south of Olsen Road at the end of 41 Y2 Lane. The

Bessemer Ditch is approximately 200 feet from our home. The proposed mining will include land
directly across the Bessemer Ditch. We have lived quietly on this property for fifty years. Our son has
built a home on this property also. We have enjoyed sitting on our porch watching the wildlife; 
antelope, occasional deer, fox, coyotes, etc. Now in our declining years, we have health problems. 

If this project is approved, we will be impacted by 1) dust and pollution, 2) noise from equipment, 
trucks, etc. The impact on our lives will be great. We live here because of the solitude. 

Nature is bad enough with the wind and dust without compounding it by disturbing the soil. The soil

south of the Bessemer Ditch is very fragile. If disturbed it will cause dirt to blow. When CIG put the gas
line through south of the Bessemer ditch, even though they " revegetated it", it caused dust black outs

blowing through our yards. This continued for several years. The winds in this area shift directions

constantly. This will impact our health greatly. 

Now, after 50 years, we may be forced to move for health reasons due to the dust and noise pollution
caused by excavation gravel in our back yard. Please stop this project. 

Sincerely, 

Vesta and Melvin Provost

2227 41 Y2 Lane

Avondale, CO 81022

v -in Ani - 

Mary and Tim Provost
2227 41 Y: Lane

Avonaaie, LU 811

l

Tom Provost

2227 41 Y2 Lane

Avondale, CO 81022
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