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1313 Sherman Street, Room 215 

Denver, Colorado 80203 

April 15, 2016 

 

Andre LaRoche 

Transit Mix Concrete Co. 

444 E. Costilla St. 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 

 

RE: Objections and Comments to 112c Reclamation Permit Application 

Hitch Rack Ranch Quarry; DRMS File No. M-2016-010 

 

Mr. LaRoche: 

 

The Division has received timely objections and comments to the Hitch Rack Ranch Quarry application. 

The objections and comments were received within the public comment period that began when the 

application was called complete for the purposes of filing on March 8, 2016, and before the public 

comment period ends on April 19, 2016. 

 

Timely objections received: 

 

1) On March 15, 2016, the Division received an objection from William and Marion Baker, 

dated March 10, 2016. 

 

2) On March 18, 2016, the Division received an objection from Chelsea Luttrall, dated March 

18, 2016. Ms. Luttrall sent her mailing address via email on March 22, 2016. 

 

3) On March 22, 2016, the Division received an objection from Robert A. Nathan of Asthma & 

Allergy Associates, PC and Research Center, dated March 15, 2016. 

 

4) On March 25, 2016, the Division received an objection from Sara Harper and Kathie Rawson 

of Red Rock Valley Estates Neighborhood Association, dated March 15, 2016. 

 

5) On March 25, 2016, the Division received an objection from Chris Burnell of Turkey Cañon 

Ranch Homeowners Association, dated March 21, 2016. 

 

6) On March 25, 2016, the Division received an objection from Mark McClurg of Highlands of 

Turkey Cañon Ranch Homeowners Association, dated March 22, 2016. 

 

7) On March 29, 2016, the Division received an objection from James H. Enderson, dated 

March 17, 2016. 

 

8) On March 31, 2016, the Division received an objection from Steve Firks of The Piñons of 

Turkey Cañon Ranch Homeowners’ Association, dated March 29, 2016. 
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9) On April 1, 2016, the Division received an objection from William and Marion Baker, dated 

March 28, 2016. 

 

10) On April 4, 2016, the Division received an objection from William B. Sheaves, III, dated 

March 28, 2016. 

 

11) On April 4, 2016, the Division received an objection from Alane N. Sheaves, dated March 

28, 2016. 

 

12) On April 4, 2016, the Division received an objection from Deidra Steen, dated March 29, 

2016. 

 

13) On April 4, 2016, the Division received an objection from Anita Sickels, dated March 31, 

2016. 

 

14) On April 4, 2016, the Division received an objection from Phillip K. Heacock, not dated. 

 

15) On April 5, 2016, the Division received an objection from Lisa Pecoraro, dated March 29, 

2016. 

 

16) On April 7, 2016, the Division received an objection from Mike and Dee Yugovich, dated 

March 29, 2016. 

 

17) On April 7, 2016, the Division received an objection from Sara Fentman, Jordan Townsend, 

and Shannon Bell, dated March 31, 2016. 

 

18) On April 7, 2016, the Division received an objection from Bruce H. Chisnell, dated March 

31, 2016. 

 

19) On April 7, 2016, the Division received an objection from Reece Eddy, dated March 31, 

2016. 

 

20) On April 7, 2016, the Division received an objection from Kenneth R. Baird, dated April 2, 

2016. 

 

21) On April 7, 2016, the Division received an objection from Weldon W. Flaharty, dated April 

4, 2016. 

 

22) On April 8, 2016, the Division received an objection from John and Kristan Rigdon, dated 

March 31, 2016. 

 

23) On April 8, 2016, the Division received an objection from Tracy Offutt, dated March 31, 

2016. 
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24) On April 8, 2016, the Division received an objection from Sherry Diggs, dated April 2, 

2016. 

 

25) On April 8, 2016, the Division received an objection from Wayne Diggs, dated April 2, 

2016. 

 

26) On April 11, 2016, the Division received an objection from Lynn M. Steer, dated March 31, 

2016. 

 

27) On April 11, 2016, the Division received an objection from Ben Donahue of Rock Creek 

Park Association, dated March 31, 2016. 

 

28) On April 11, 2016, the Division received an objection from Holly Sandler, dated March 31, 

2016. 

 

29) On April 11, 2016, the Division received an objection from Paul Reinsma, dated April 5, 

2016. 

 

30) On April 11, 2016, the Division received an objection from James H. Enderson, dated April 

5, 2016. 

 

31) On April 11, 2016, the Division received an objection from Edyn Jessup of The Nature 

Conservancy in Colorado, dated April 11, 2016. 

 

32) On April 12, 2016, the Division received an objection from Dan Harrell, dated March 30, 

2016. 

 

33) On April 12, 2016, the Division received an objection from Brent and Lee Louzon, dated 

March 31, 2016. 

 

34) On April 12, 2016, the Division received an objection from George and Christine Cousineau, 

dated March 31, 2016. 

 

35) On April 12, 2016, the Division received an objection from Paul and Cindy Ragan, dated 

April 5, 2016. 

 

36) On April 12, 2016, the Division received an objection from Sharon Reinsma, dated April 6, 

2016. Ms. Reinsma submitted her phone number via email on April 12, 2016. 

 

37) On April 12, 2016, the Division received an objection from Weldon W. and Jennifer K. 

Flaharty, dated April 6, 2016. 
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38) On April 12, 2016, the Division received an objection from Kathie and Stan Rawson, dated 

April 9, 2016. 

 

39) On April 12, 2016, the Division received an objection from Charles and Nancy Reed, dated 

April 11, 2016. 

 

40) On April 12, 2016, the Division received an objection from Gerry Klein, dated April 12, 

2016. 

 

41) On April 13, 2016, the Division received an objection from Brett E. Powell, dated March 31, 

2016. 

 

42) On April 13, 2016, the Division received an objection from David and Linda Martin, dated 

March 31, 2016. 

 

43) On April 13, 2016, the Division received an objection from Tom Hight, dated March 31, 

2016. 

 

44) On April 13, 2016, the Division received an objection from Nancy Reed, dated April 11, 

2016. 

 

45) On April 13, 2016, the Division received an objection from Tina Swonger of RE/MAX 

Properties, Inc., dated April 13, 2016. 

 

46) On April 14, 2016, the Division received an objection from Charles A. and Patricia L. 

Watkins, dated March 31, 2016. 

 

47) On April 14, 2016, the Division received an objection from Robert W. Pace, dated April 7, 

2016. 

 

48) On April 14, 2016, the Division received an objection from Charles H. and Denise A. 

Hancock, dated April 10, 2016. 

 

49) On April 14, 2016, the Division received an objection from Richard L. and Susan K. Larsen, 

dated April 11, 2016. 

 

50) On April 14, 2016, the Division received an objection from Michael and Laura Harvey, 

dated April 11, 2016. The Division has informed Mr. and Mrs. Harvey that a proper mailing 

address and phone number (for objecting party) is required. 

 

51) On April 14, 2016, the Division received an objection from Gary K. McCowen, dated April 

13, 2016. 
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52) On April 14, 2016, the Division received an objection from Jerry P. and Karen B. Moore, 

not dated. 

 

53) On April 14, 2016, the Division received an objection from Mark A. Henslee, dated April 

14, 2016. 

 

54) On April 14, 2016, the Division received an objection from Stephen Sovaiko, dated April 14, 

2016. 

 

55) On April 14, 2016, the Division received an objection from Matthew D. Cook, dated April 

14, 2016. 

 

56) On April 14, 2016, the Division received an objection from Jagger Lawrence, dated April 

11, 2016. 

 

Timely agency comments received: 

 

57) On March 22, 2016, the Division received a comment from History Colorado, dated March  

17, 2016 

 

Copies of the recently received objections and/or comments are enclosed for your records. Please inform 

the Division of how the Applicant intends to address the jurisdictional issues raised by the objectors.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact me by telephone at 303-866-3567, ext. 8129, or by email at 

amy.eschberger@state.co.us. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Amy Eschberger 

Environmental Protection Specialist 

 

Enclosure(s): Objection letters as listed above, items no. 10 - 56 

 

CC: Paul Kos, Norwest Corporation (via email) 

 Wally Erickson, DRMS 





































March 29, 2016

Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety
1313 Sherman Street, Room 215

Denver, Colorado 80203

RECEIVED

APR 012016

DIVISION
c

AuglotistartiNGAND XV( 

Re: Transit Mix Concrete Company application for Reclamation Permit, Hitch Rack Ranch Quarry (# 
M2016010) 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to express my opposition to the referenced quarry permit application. I live in the
Pifions of Turkey Canon Ranch, just south of the proposed Hitch Rack Ranch Quarry operation. 

We, along with all my neighbors within the Pifions area, are opposed to bringing yet another large- scale
aggregate mining operation to our community, in addition to the three quarries already in service along a
five mile stretch of Highway 115. 

I seriously doubt you' ve taken into account all the ramifications that this additional quarry will
impose on this area. This has been in the makings for years and just now bring it to the people??? Seems

more money driven than anything else! 

Significant constraints to additional quarry development exist in the area, include but not limited to: 

1. Limited water supplies ( most of us depend on ground water for our domestic water supply) 

2. A fragile groundwater system

3. Rich wildlife and vegetation resources ( where can we find your completed study on this topic??) 

4. Public health and safety

5. Air contamination for those with lung conditions or those that WILL develop a lung condition because
of the silica in the dust you create. This is a health issue that will affect ALL folks as well as pets and

livestock. 

6. Noise contamination

7. Compromised transportation within the community with even MORE traffic hazards along Highway
115. Existing trucks already don' t follow the rules of the road and now we' ll have an ADDITIONAL
onslaught of trucks entering and existing in an already dangerous section of Hwy. 115 as well as loads not
being covered properly and spewing rocks on the highway and hitting windshields creating more
problems for our vehicles. Highway 115 is the lifeline upon which residents depend. It is the only
means of transportation into, out of, and within the community. There are no other alternatives, 
and residents cannot avoid using Highway 115 for their life-sustaining transportation needs. 

8. Existing quarries that satisfy the demand that are not yet running at capacity because of low demand. 
WHY ANOTHER ONE?? 

9. This application is in clear violation of the current southwestern highway 115 comprehensive plan. 
10. Proximity to local residents and limited or no alternatives for residents. The policies incorporated in
the El Paso County Southwestern Highway 115 Comprehensive Plan state " any resource extraction
operation should be located a minimum of two miles distant from any dissenting residents". The Hitch

Rack Ranch Quarry application is in specific violation of the following policies in this plan: 

1



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

The entire burden ofproof for demonstrating the existence of extractable mineral
resources should lie with the applicant. Designation of potentially extractable mineral resources
in the Master Plan for the Extraction of Commercial Mineral Deposits should in no way be seen
as a justification or an implied right for mining. 

Resource extraction operations in general are not supported in the planning area. 
However, the presence of existing operations is recognized, and if future conditions dictate the
necessity for additional supplies of aggregate, the expansion of existing operations is preferred
over new quarries. 

At no time during their operations should resource extraction affect the quantity, 
quality, or dependability of residents' existing water supplies or result in the diversion of existing
water supplies. The full burden of proof for assuring this will lie with the applicant. 

Access from Highway 115 to any resource extraction operation should not affect
the quality of the existing access to area residents. 

Unless it can be demonstrated that topography will shield existing residents from
visual, noise, and dust impacts, all resource extraction operations should be located a minimum of

two miles distant from any dissenting residents. 
Wildlife and wildlife protection routes should be protected through the

development of a wildlife overlay zone, addressing the need for protecting critical habitat areas. 
Development should not be allowed in riparian areas, both because the hazard of

flooding and because of their exceptionally high wildlife values. Any drainage improvements
undertaken in the area should be treatd in the most natural way possible to minimize any impacts
on riparian areas. 

The specific area of Aiken Canyon is identified as a unique and significant

biological resource of state-wide significance that should continue to be preserved. Preservation
is not compatible with most public access, and management should maximize wildlife and
scientific values. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully, 

Mike & Dee Yugovich

4445 Tierra Rojo Drive

The Pifions of Turkey Canon Ranch
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March 31, 2016

Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety

1313 Sherman Street, Room 215

Denver, CO 80203

Ms. Amy Eschberger: 

figte.tveo

APR 0 7 2016
OMON OF

RECLAMATION

MINING AND SAFETY

The proposed Reclamation and elopment at Hitch Rack Ranch; submitted by Transit Mix
Concrete Company, Permit . 2016010, wglild bring a large-scale aggregate mining development

unnecessarily close, and abutting in at least two areas, to residential, [ A-5] neighborhoods. Quarry

development brings significant, long-term consequences to the environment, public health, safety, and
well- being of the effected and adjoining neighborhoods due to: substantially increased truck traffic, 

dust, and noise pollution, to an area that is known for its strapped natural resources - water, and highest

fire danger area. All the while, juxtaposed to the area' s unparalleled natural beauty, abundant wildlife, 

wildlife habitats, and wildlife migratory trails, make this development both undesirable and
unsustainable. As a resident of Red Rock Valley Estates Neighborhood, I cannot support this

development and; therefore, opposed to the development for the following reasons: 

Quarrying requires drilling and blasting with explosives, which create vibrations, noise, and dust. 

Once this process is completed, rock crushing machines crush the rock, conveyor belt machines

move the rock around the processing plant; trucks are loaded and unloaded. The process and

heavy machinery required to mine, is intrusive and creates significant noise and air pollution; 

thus having a direct impact on the surrounding areas and community. 

Air quality is compromised and diminished by the fugitive dust associated with aggregate

mining. Dust generated by mining often contains silica, a common naturally occurring crystal

found in most rock beds. Prolonged exposure to silica may result in silicosis. According the

Centers for Disease Control, silicosis is a disabling, nonreversible and sometimes fatal lung
disease caused by over exposure to respirable crystalline silica... Over exposure to dust that

contains microscopic particles of crystalline silica can cause scar tissue to form in the lungs, 

which reduces lung' s ability to extract oxygen from the air we breathe." In addition to silicosis, 

inhalation of crystalline silica particles has been associated with other diseases, such as

bronchitis and tuberculosis. This is a health issue for the abutting and nearby residential home
owners and their livestock. 

The proposed quarry will create increased truck traffic by approximately 624 trucks per day, in

addition to the existing truck traffic from the three operating quarries. This will create traffic

hazards detrimental to the safety of County residents as well as the bicyclist and motor bike
clubs and individual " bikers" who use the 115 Southwestern Corridor as a major thoroughfare

due to the area' s geographic and aesthetic appeal. 



The Bauer Ranch and Eagle' s Nest neighborhoods have one entrance and one exit rendering

them land locked in the event of fire, traffic accident, blasting accident, landslides due to

blasting, etc. 

Currently there are three existing quarries within an 8 mile radius; these quarries are currently

operating at half their capacity. A better plan; and a plan that would have less impact to the

community and surrounding area would be to expand the existing quarries. This would also be
consistent with our Master Plan —Southwestern/ Highway 115 Comprehensive Plan. 

Wildlife, wildlife habitats, wildlife migratory paths and biodiversity will be lost. An

environmental study needs to be completed, rather than take the word of the applicant, that

there are no endangered species located on the land or nearby lands. The proposed quarry site

could be in violation of the Federal and State Endangered Species Act. The Mexican Spotted

Owl, " Strix occidentalis lucida", is State and federally threatened, and has been identified in the

Southwestern/ Highway 115 Corridor. 

Moving dirt and extracting rock from the ground alters the flow of water runoff. The abutting
neighborhoods depend strictly on well water supplies for all their water needs. There is

potential for well contamination and/ or damage, or complete loss from nearby blasting, 

contamination from blowing dust, and water runoff. Additionally, the heavy equipment

necessary for quarrying, and that uses gasoline, diesel, oil and transmission fluids; can

potentially leak these fluids. Small amounts to larger spills can contaminate 100' to 1000' s of
gallons of ground water. 

Quarrying requires heavy equipment, blasting, drilling, earthmoving, all of which create noise and dust, 

and, would certainly diminish the quality of life and well- being of the adjacent land owners and

surrounding area. Southwestern/ Highway 115 Corridor' s unparalleled natural beauty will be
compromised and the landscape densely populated with quarries and their side effects. The 115

Southwestern Highway area is currently taxed by the activities and traffic associated with Fort Carson, 

Cheyenne Mountain State Park, RV Parks, and privately owned parks opened to the public, within the

surrounding area. Protection of the land, environment, and public health, safety, and wellbeing is
consistent with my constitutional rights. In alliance with the " Highway 115 Citizen' s Advisory
Committee", the citizens, and the fellow neighborhoods along the corridor, I am opposed to the quarry

development. 

Sincerely, 

BruceHC e

11340 Valle Verde Drive

Colorado Springs, CO 80926
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Indorsement: 

I did not write the

kb ° 

attached letter. However, I have

read it and it represents my position precisely. 

It is unbelievable that this pristine ar._ca._aiorig Hwy 115 could

even be seriously considered for the development of a major aggregate

quarry project involving in use of dynamite and the crushing of
large rocks. Since my house, and many other houses in our

neighborhood, are within a 1 mile radius of the proposed quarry, 

we will all experience the earth shaking noise of the explosions

as well as the dust contaminted air which we breathe. 

Our Government has a long standing development plan which limits

commercial growth in our pristine geographic area. It has been

used to limit the expansion of existing quarries and to disqualify

requests for the establishment of new quarries. The title of this

document is: " South West Hwy 115 Comprehensive Area Plan for El Paso

County"-- a must read for everyone concerned with this issue. 
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KENNETH R. BALhD

Home Owner

2335 Paseo Corto
Colorado Springs, CO 80926

719) 540- 8244








































































































































































































































































































































































































