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DESIGN CRITERIA 

Forest Service wildlife biologist, aquatic biologist, botanist, hydrologist, archaeologist, fuels and 

fire specialist, and geologist have reviewed the proposed project.  Measures necessary to protect 

threatened or endangered species, Region 2 sensitive species, their habitat, or potential habitat 

from the effects of the proposed management actions are addressed through the development of 

project design criteria.  Design criteria are intended to minimize the project's effects to the 

environment. The FS has created the following design criteria that will be required of the 

Operator to be incorporated into the final MPO prior to MPO approval. Specific design 

criteria include: 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

 The operator will establish a reclamation bond or acceptable surety as a guarantee 

of faithful performance with the terms and conditions identified in the reclamation 

requirements (36 CFR 228.13). Bond calculations will be based on local and Davis-

Bacon wage and equipment rates. Bonds will be updated as necessary throughout 

the life of the project to reflect the actual cost of reclamation. 

 Upon completion of the project, a partial bond can be refunded withholding funds 

for re-vegetation, monitoring, and portions of indirect costs for a minimum of three 

(3) years pending attainment of acceptable ground cover as determined by the 

Authorized Officer. 

 If the design or location of this project changes in ways that differ from the 

approved MP, the project work will stop, and the PSICC Geologist will be notified 

immediately. The new information will be evaluated prior to the recommencement 

of work, which may require additional analyses under the National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA). 

 The operator will contact the FS prior to the start of operations, during operations if 

operating conditions or requirements deviate from those analyzed, and once 

operations have been completed, to schedule a visit to the site as a final inspection 

of the operations. 

 All project-related materials and trash, including flagging, fencing, stakes, sample 

bags, and other items, must be removed from the site after project completion. 

 This plan has been approved for a period of 1 season, or until October 31, 2016. 

 

FIRE PREVENTION 

 All internal combustion engines including but not limited to generators, mechanized 

mining equipment and power tools, must be fitted with an approved spark arresting 

device. 

 

CAMPING 

 Overnight stays and leaving vehicles on the Forest are limited to a maximum of 14 

consecutive days and no more than 28 days in a 60 day continuous period. 



 Forest Service Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) related regulations require vehicles to 

park only in areas immediately adjacent to National Forest System roads. 

 All foodstuffs will be properly contained and located to minimize conflicts with wildlife, 

especially bears.  Food items should be stored in a bear proof container away from any 

tenting or camping sites. 

 All trash and garbage will be removed from National Forest Lands. 

 Human waste shall be removed from National Forest Lands.   

 

OPERATIONS 

 Equipment must be in good working order and not leak fluids onto ground.  

 Inoperable or broken equipment must be immediately removed from Forest Service 

lands. 

 Operator must have all applicable Federal, local, and State permits in place prior to 

operating. 

 

ROADS 

 Motorized off-road travel is prohibited with the exception of prospecting, mining and 

reclamation equipment. 

 

WEED PREVENTION 

 Ensure all equipment and tools moved onto National Forest System lands are free of soil, 

seeds, vegetative matter, or other debris that could contain or hold noxious weed seed. 

 

 The operator will coordinate with FS personnel to ensure that inspections are performed. 

 

VEGETATION 

 Minimal vegetation clearing will occur. When clearing vegetation, straight clearing limits 

are voided; a natural appearance is maintained.  Natural features such as large boulders, 

rock outcrops, and significant vegetation will remain intact, unless otherwise approved by 

the South Park District Ranger.  

 Topsoil will be removed and stockpiled on site for use in reclamation.   

 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS  

 The operator will ensure that all employees involved in the use, storage, transportation, 

and disposal of hazardous materials receive proper training to reduce the risk of an 

incident on NFS lands. 

 The operator will manage the use, storage, discharge, or disposal of pollutants and 

hazardous or toxic substances generated in compliance with applicable regulations and 

requirements. 

 

WATER QUALITY 



 If excessive gullying or rilling occurs downhill from excavations, erosion control 

measures such as straw wattles or contour berms may be necessary to protect water 

quality. 

 Operator will comply with applicable Federal and State water quality standards, 

including regulations pursuant to the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended 

(33 USC 1151 et seq.). 

 Operator will comply with National Best Management Practices for Water Quality 

Management on National Forest System Lands. This includes providing silt fences, 

waddles, and straw bales as necessary. 

http://www.fs.fed.us/biology/resources/pubs/watershed/FS_National_Core_BMPs_April2012.pdf    

 

CULTURAL 

 If a previously unknown archaeological site is discovered by either the operator or the 

Forest Service, mining operations will stop immediately until the site is evaluated by the 

Forest Service Archaeologist, and any needed mitigation measures are developed. 

 

WILDLIFE 

 If any new nesting/denning sites for threatened, endangered, or Forest Service sensitive 

species are observed during implementation, it will be reported immediately to the 

wildlife Biologist and appropriate protection measures will be implemented. 

 Design criteria mentioned above for noise, weed prevention, vegetation and water quality 

all coincide with protection of wildlife habitat. 

 

RECLAMATION   

The operator’(s) agree to complete the following reclamation measures: 

 

 Within the one year expiration of this authorization, the operator will commence final 

reclamation. 

 Remove all materials and return the mining area to the original natural contours. This 

includes all excavation cuts. 

 Silt fences or other erosion control will be utilized to prevent off-site sediment transport. 

 Reclamation will be monitored by the operator, USFS personnel, and State of Colorado 

(DRMS) inspectors on an as needed basis.  

 The road and site will be seeded with USFS-approved seed mixtures, as needed.  Re-

vegetation will not be complete until at least 50 percent plant re-growth has been 

established; when compared to adjacent undisturbed areas.  

 Top soil must be saved and used to cover all disturbed areas. 

 Return large rocks, boulders, and logs to their original position. 

 The U.S. Forest Service may require additional reclamation measures if needed. 

 Earth work- which includes: re-contouring and smoothing all disturbed areas. Earth work 

will not be considered complete if the surface is rough, no rough piles higher than 12 

inches may be left. 

 Remove all trash off of Forest Service Lands. 

 Remove all structures (fences, signs) from Forest Service Lands with the exception of 

pre-existing structures. 



 Complete all reclamation within one year of the end of the operating plan. 

 Refund of any reclamation bond is contingent upon the success of reclamation.   

 

MONITORING 

 The Forest Service will monitor and assess the progress of reclamation activities, 

including re-vegetation and erosion control, for a minimum of three years.  Dependent 

on the success of the second phase of reclamation, additional seeding, weed treatment, 

or installation of erosion control structures may occur. 

 

THE FOLLOWING STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS ARE TAKEN FROM 

FOREST SERVICE FORM FS -2800-5 AND ARE REQUIRED FOR THIS PLAN OF 

OPERATIONS:  

 Information provided within this plan that is marked confidential will be treated in 

accordance with the agency’s laws, rules, and regulations. 

 Approval of this plan does not relieve me of my responsibility to comply with other 

applicable state or federal laws, rules, or regulations.  

 Approval of this plan does not constitute recognition or certification of ownership to any 

person named as owner herein. 

 Approval of this operating plan does not constitute, now or in the future, recognition or 

certification of the validity of any mining claim to which it may relate or to the mineral 

character of the land on which it lies. 
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