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COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Agenda

• Current seasonal climate conditions update

• Brief Water Year Review

• Drought update – some info on SW CO flooding

• Seasonal Forecast info for winter



Recent 
Conditions



2.8 ˚F above 
1991-2020 
normal

0.09” above 
1991-2020 
normal

https://climate.colostat
e.edu/co_cag/quadran
t.html



https://climate.colostate.edu
/co_cag/rank_maps.html



https://climate.colostate.edu
/co_cag/rank_maps.html



https://hprcc.unl.e
du/maps.php?map
=ACISClimateMap
s



https://climate.colostate.ed
u/co_cag/rank_maps.html



https://climate.colostate.ed
u/co_cag/rank_maps.html



https://climate.colo
state.edu/drought/
#gallery-3



1.5 ˚F above 
1991-2020 
normal

0.62” above 
1991-2020 
normal

https://climate.colostat
e.edu/co_cag/quadran
t.html



https://climate.colostate.ed
u/co_cag/rank_maps.html



https://climate.colostate.ed
u/co_cag/rank_maps.html



https://climate.colostate.e
du/co_cag/rank_maps.htm
l



https://climate.colostate.e
du/co_cag/rank_maps.htm
l



Water Year 2025



1.0˚F above 
1991-2020 
normal

0.85” below 
1991-2020 
normal

https://climate.colostat
e.edu/co_cag/quadran
t.html













Drought 
Update
• USDM Current and Change Maps

• SPIs

• Surface Moisture Response

• Drought amelioration over SW CO



30% of the state in 
moderate drought or 
worse

13% of state in 
severe-to-exceptional 
drought



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/







COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER
https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/index.html#soil

Above normal antecedent soil 
moisture conditions to begin snow 
season?

Soils drying in SE CO despite a wet 
summer

Mixed conditions in NE CO
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Source: GRACE 
satellite data

Relatively low TWS 
for most of the state, 
but better than we 
have seen in recent 
months

Major changes to 
TWS in SW CO 
where we saw record 
floods

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/index.html#soil
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Major Flooding 
Event in SW CO
• Two major rainfall events in the same 

week in the same location

• 7-day precipitation totals in excess of 
10" for parts of Mineral and Hinsdale 
Counties

• A large area with precipitation in 
excess of 5"

• Moisture came from two remnant 
tropical systems: Priscilla and 
Raymond
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Major Flooding Event in SW CO
San Juan 
River 
achieved 
major 
flooding 
state twice 
in a two 
week span



Winter Outlook

• Next couple weeks

• La Niña

• CPC graphics



https://schumacher.atmos.colostate.edu/weather/

A wetter than 
normal week 
possible for eastern 
Colorado

Some of this 
moisture will be 
snow

Slow start 
continues for 
northwestern 
Colorado



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



Wetter than normal 
conditions are probable for 
most of the state over the 
next two weeks

Much of this will be snow 
with much colder 
temperatures in the offing. It 
is going to feel like a rude 
awakening to all of us who 
have become used to the 
balmy autumn temperatures

0-7 days does not look too 
bad temperature-wise, but 
more wintry temperatures 
may be in the cards at 8-14 
days
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Beyond the Forecast (El Niño/La Niña)

https://www.ospo.noaa.gov/products/ocean/sst/anomaly/





https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/enso/current/

A La Niña 
pattern through 
winter that 
breaks down in 
spring would be 
the "best of both 
worlds"

Too much 
uncertainty to 
get too excited



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Takeaways
• It has been a very balmy autumn thus far, even by recent standards. Last month was 2.9 ˚F warmer than the 1991-2020 

normal. Our November-to-date anomaly is even greater

• Water Year 2025 had its ups and downs. Overall, it was warmer and drier than our 1991-2020 normals, but not outside 
of the range we have observed recently

• We received a major flooding event in Southwestern Colorado in early October. Since then, most of the state has been 
exceptionally dry. Abnormally dry soil moisture is starting to creep back into the picture for the eastern plains

• The rest of the month is shaping up to be much more active. Wetter than normal conditions are likely for most of the 
state, and cooler than normal conditions will probably feel like a shock as we have not experienced a true dose of winter 
yet this year

• La Niña is back, albeit a weak La Niña. Models suggest it is likely to stick around through winter and fizzle in the 
spring. La Niña tilts our odds at least mildly in favor of a snowy winter for the northern Rockies and a cooler than 
normal winter for northern Colorado (however, this signal is generally outweighed by our long-term warming trend). 
The forecast for JFM looks essentially the same as DJF. It is still too early to say much of anything about spring



Thanks, and let’s keep in touch!

Russ Schumacher (State Climatologist) – russ.schumacher@colostate.edu

Peter Goble (Assistant State Climatologist) – peter.goble@colostate.edu

Allie Mazurek (Engagement Climatologist) – allie.mazurek@colostate.edu

Viewing this, and previous WCMC Briefings: 

http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html

Colorado Climate Center (Contact Us)

mailto:russ.schumacher@colostate.edu
mailto:peter.goble@colostate.edu
mailto:allie.mazurek@colostate.edu


Thank you
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