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Colorado Water Conservation Board 
Colorado Water Loss Control & Management Committee 

 
 

May 13, 2025 
9:00am-10:00am Mountain 

                Followed by a presentation on Aurora Water’s InPipe Energy System 10:30am-11:30am Mountain 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Hybrid meeting. Breakfast provided! 
 
Location:     
Aurora Water | SEAM-Spinney Mountain Reservoir | 26791 East Quincy Avenue, Aurora, CO  80016 
Room: Spinney Conference Room 
 
 
Microsoft Teams Need help? 
Join the meeting now 
Meeting ID: 247 402 999 935 
Passcode: YF7VJ2Uf 

 

Dial in by phone 
+1 720-388-8447,,975335651# United States, 
Aurora 
Find a local number 
Phone conference ID: 975 335 651# 

 
Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting Summary 
A big thank you to Nina Khanzadeh and James DeHerrera of Aurora Water for hosting the meeting, 
allowing Shiva Sapkota to present on the In-pipe Energy System, and for the facility tour after the 
meeting! 
 
This meeting focused on advancing the Colorado Water Loss Initiative, welcoming new committee 
members, and discussing upcoming industry events. A significant portion of the discussion was 
dedicated to the Water Audit Validator Training program, a key component of the Colorado Water Loss 
Initiative's Phase 3. The committee reviewed how other states implement similar programs and began 
gathering input on the needs for expanding certified validators in Colorado. Additionally, there was an 
update on the upcoming North American Water Loss Conference and the relocation of the Colorado 
Water Loss Initiative website to the CWCB's domain. The committee also noted increased interest from 
utilities in water audit validations due to the June 30th deadline for 1051 data submissions. 
 
Important Dates 
  
• June 8-11, 2025 | AWWA ACE 25 | Denver, CO 
• June 30, 2025 is the deadline for covered entities (selling more than 2000 acre-feet of water a year) 

to submit AWWA water audits with their 1051 reports.  
• August 24-27, 2025 | Rocky Mountain Water Conference | Keystone, CO. We are currently working 

with the Technical Program Committee to hold a Water Loss panel discussion. 
• September 18, 2025 | Colorado WaterWise Symposium | Westminster, CO 
• December 2-4, 2025 | AWWA North American Water Loss Conference | Louisville, KY 
 
  

https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Njg2ZjEwMjMtZThhOC00NTZiLTkxODQtOWY2YzgyMTRiNjJl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229cf07bc1-6fa2-4d49-bc93-7acced6cc8d7%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22704182a2-f9f1-4c92-9f4b-8a37a5915e6e%22%7d
tel:+17203888447,,975335651
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/89e10e7a-cde8-423d-9118-edfc1aabd37b?id=975335651
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1. Welcome (Drew Blackwell) 

• New members Michael Thomas (Northern Water, formerly Portland Water Bureau), Bailey 
Leppek (SGM, Glenwood Springs), and Noah Dayton (Cheyenne BPU) are welcomed to the 
committee.  

 
• Shiva Sapkota (Aurora Water) leads the asset management program at Aurora Water and joined 

the meeting. He also presented on Aurora Water's In-pipe Energy System after the committee 
meeting (please see attached slide deck and recording) 

2. CWCB Updates (Kevin Reidy) 
• Kevin Reidy reiterated the value of the AWWA North American Water Loss Conference and 

encouraged other s to attend. He noted that this year the technical program committee had 
more abstracts (over 150) submitted than ever before 

• The June 30th deadline for entities delivering over 2000 acre-feet/year to submit a water loss 
audit is highlighted. An "uptick" in utilities seeking validation services due to this requirement 
has been observed, with many validations already occurring through the CWLI program. 

• The Colorado Water Loss Initiative (CWLI) program website will eventually be migrated over to the 
Colorado Water Conservation Board’s (CWCB) website. Estimated completion is some time this 
summer. 

3. Water audit validator training (Discussion) 
• This is a key focus for Phase 3 of the CWLI.  
• A show of hands reveals most attendees are familiar with water audit validation, but perhaps 

less with the certification process.  
• Drew Blackwell gave an overview of other state certification programs (see attached slides):  

o States with formal water audit validator training programs (Georgia, California, Quebec, 
Indiana) typically require utilities to submit a validated water audit annually. 

o These programs often involve a course curriculum and a comprehensive exam (multiple-
choice, short answer, practical). 

o Georgia was the first, with a "qualified water loss auditor program" and a public list of 
certified auditors. 

o California's program was established after requiring validated audits. 
o Quebec's program utilizes provincial employees for validations. 
o Indiana and Texas (the newest state to implement requirements) initially accepted 

certifications from established programs like Georgia and California to build their pool of 
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validators. Indiana has a formal water audit validator certification program. Texas 
currently does not. 

o Hawaii also requires validation but lacks a formal certification program, with DNR staff 
performing most validations. 

o Texas, although new to requirements, plans to accept certifications from other states, as 
doing in-house validations for over 400 utilities would be a significant undertaking. 

o Michael Thomas shared his experience as a student in the California certification 
program and the immediate value it brought to the City of Portland, OR water audit. 

o Kevin Reidy offered he is considering taking California course as well to gather more 
information. 

• The committee seeks input on the needs for expanding certified water audit validators in 
Colorado, especially in the absence of a mandate for such validation. 

• Drew Blackwell proposed a Water Audit Validator Task Group to advise the water audit validator 
training in Colorado. 

ACTION: Members interested in serving on the Water Audit Validator Task Group, please email 
Drew Blackwell at drew.blackwell@cavanaughsolutions.com. This group would, but is not limited 
to, commit to going through the training and analyze 1051 water audit data (self-reported vs. 
Level 1 Validated). 

4. Committee goals review and action (Discussion) 
• Members reviewed goals entered into the shared Google sheet: CWLCM Committee 2025 Goals 
• Given the subject of the goals, it was generally agreed upon that other task groups, or 

subcommittees, should be formed to further define, lead, and monitor progress of these goals. 
Those groups are Strategic Planning, Communications, and Technical/Industry (alerting others to 
industry events, assisting with abstract submittals, developing committee events that showcase 
technical speakers / learning opportunities). It was agreed that the Strategic Planning group 
should still be the full committee, but others may establish smaller task groups or 
subcommittees. 

ACTION: Members interested in serving on the Communications and/or Technical/Industry 
subcommittees, please email Drew Blackwell at drew.blackwell@cavanaughsolutions.com.  

5. Elevating water loss across the Colorado water industry and professional orgs (Discussion) 
• Michelle Erickson submitted abstracts to Colorado Water Wise and AWWA NAWL. Dena 

Egenhoff, Nina Khanzadeh, Scott Winter, Michelle Erickson, and Kevin Reidy agreed to be 
panelists at the Rocky Mountain Water Conference. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by: 
Drew Blackwell, Cavanaugh 

mailto:drew.blackwell@cavanaughsolutions.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14GPUvRiHt32FAw7OkhTgHl-omio-DMQaQu2W-rZUsLA/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:drew.blackwell@cavanaughsolutions.com

