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Interbasin Compact Committee 

Gunnison Basin Roundtable Meeting 

Virtual and In-Person Meeting 

Montrose Pavilion 

 July 21, 2025 
 

Voting Members Present: 

Thomas Alvey North Fork WCD 

Bruce Bair At-Large Member 

 Sonja Chavez Upper Gunnison River WCD 

 Kathleen Curry Saguache County 

 Allen Distel Bostwick Park WCD 

 Joanne Fagan Ouray Municipalities 

 Steve Fletcher At-Large Member 

 Jonathan Hare Environmental  

 Jonathan Houck Gunnison County 

 Austin Keiser Grand Mesa WCD 

 Wendell Koontz At-Large Member 

Mark LeValley At-Large Member 

 John McClow House and Senate Ag Committees 

 Michael Murphy Hinsdale County 

 Scott Murphy Montrose Municipalities 

 Bill Nesbitt Gunnison Municipalities 

 Jim Plumhoff Industrial 

 Steve Pope At-Large Member 

 Mark Ritterbush Mesa Municipalities 

 Mark Roeber Delta County 

 Neal Schwieterman Recreational 

 William Tedrow Delta Municipalities 

Dave Traylor Ute WCD  

 Adam Turner Local Domestic Water Supplier 

 Henry Woods Hinsdale Municipalities 

 Jerry Young Tri-County WCD 

 

Voting Members Excused/Absent:  

Steve Anderson Agricultural 

 Mike Cleary Crawford Water Conservancy District 

 Bobbie Daniel Mesa County 

 Nancy Fishering Montrose County  

 Martha Whitmore Ouray County 

 Vacant Colorado River WCD 
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Liaisons and Non-Voting Members Present: 

 Sharon Dunning (Assistant Recorder), Raquel Flinker (CRWCD), Jeff Rodriguez 

(CWCB), Ryan Unterreiner (CPW). 

 

Public: Stacey Colon (BLM), Jim Lovelace (BLM), Christine Collin (Tri County Water), 

Hilary Henry (Sen Bennet), Meghan Kent (West Slope Outdoors Alliance), 

Kelsey Kirkwood (Colorado Open Lands),  Mickey O’Hara (The Nature 

Conservancy), Dan Ben-Horin (BLM), Melissa Wills (Colorado River District), 

Cindy Dozier (Club 20/RMRI), Alyssa Bentele (CO West Land Trust), Becky 

Mitchell (Upper Colorado Water Commission), Roy Smith (BLM). Beverly 

Richards (UGRWCD), Bill Ketterhagen (Freshwater Trust), Jedd Sondergard 

(BLM), Ken Curtis (DWCD), Mike Fabbre (MCBWSD), Greg Larson (BLM), 

Jackie Blumberg (DWR - CO Dam Safety), Nils Saha (Bird Conservancy of the 

Rockies), Riley Scott (Rep Hurd), Robert Sakata (CDA), Savannah Nelson 

(PEPO). 

 

 

Welcome 

 

The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. by Chairperson Wendell Koontz. 

 

Roll Call/Introductions 

 

After roll call a quorum was declared to be present.   

 

Public Comment 

 

None. 

 

Agenda Approval 

 

Additions to Agenda if time permits:  Kathleen Curry discussion on infographic; Bill Nesbitt 

discussion on interesting news article. 

 

Neal Schwieterman moved to approve the agenda as amended.  Kathleen Curry seconded and the 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

Approval of Minutes from the May 19, 2025  Meeting 

 

Bill Nesbitt moved to approve the Minutes of the May 19, 2025 meeting as submitted.  Neal 

Schwieterman seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 
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Basin Implementation Plan Update (K. Curry, T. Alvey, W. Koontz) 

 

Roundtable members reviewed and updated the BIP project list for Delta County.  The 

Roundtable will review the project list for Montrose and Ouray counties at the September 

meeting.  

 

PEPO Committee Report (Savannah Nelson) 

 

Savannah Nelson reported on the following:  

 

• The committee’s primary focus has been the Gunnison Basin Handbook.  A rough draft 

will be presented at the next Roundtable meeting.   

 

• The Gunnison Basin newsletter was sent out with information on ASO flight data, an 

Aspinall operations update, Shoshone Water Rights update, the 2025 Water Education 

Grant recipients, and recent water news. 

 

• The Upper Gunnison Drought Plan is available for public comment through July 30, 

2025. 

 

Grant Review Committee Report (Tom Alvey) 

 

Tom Alvey reported no applications had been received, but there may be an application at the 

September meeting on dust in snow.  The request is for an increase in scope to a previously 

awarded grant.  The applicant will come to the Roundtable to give a short presentation for that 

application. 

 

Escalante Ranch Water Rights (D. Ben-Horin; BLM) 

 

Jim Lovelace and Roy Smith gave a presentation on BLM’s acquisition of Escalante Ranch and 

the Escalante Water Rights.  The ranch covers over 4,000 acres, which is most of the surface area 

in Escalante Canyon along the Gunnison River.  Roy Smith discussed the purchase of the 

property, future uses, management and opening for public use. 

 

Colorado Water Conservation Board Report (Jeff Rodriguez and Becky Mitchell) 

 

Jeff Rodriguez gave updates on the following:  

 

• CWCB is partnering with CSU’s Water Center to build an education and workforce hub 

for stakeholders 

➢ A survey is out and available to end of the month 

• Funding updates 

➢ Water Plan Grant funding   

➢ Technical assistance for federal cost sharing program 

➢ Projects bill grants program 

• C-9 Summit in Lakewood October 28-29, 2025  
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• Other Upcoming Events 

➢ Fluvial hazard mapping program – Fluvial Futures Webinar Series - 2nd Tuesday 

of every month  

➢ Division of Water Resources – Ag Water Protection Water Rights Stakeholder 

Meetings – July 24 in Montrose  

➢ Water Conditions Monitoring Committee – July 22 

➢ Perkins Canal Community Update – August 6 in Julesburg 

➢ CWCB Board Meeting – September 16-18 in Durango 

  

Becky Mitchell gave updates on the following: 

 

• IBCC Committee  

➢ No and Low Regrets  

➢ Drought Resiliency Action Plan 

• C9 Summit  

• Colorado River updates and deadlines 

 

Colorado River District Update (R. Flinker) 

 

Raquel Flinker updated the Roundtable on the following: 

 

• Colorado River District  

➢ Community Funding Partnership (CFP) 

➢ Mussels in Eagle River 

➢ Annual Water Seminar – October 3 in Grand Junction 

➢ Lake Powell inflow and releases  

➢ Decadal  Trends of Yearly Runoff in the Gunnison River 

 

Amy Moyer gave a presentation and updates on the Shoshone Water Rights Preservation Project 

and status of funding. 

 

Interbasin Compact Committee Report (K. Curry, M. Roeber) 

 

Kathleen Curry reported on the IBCC meeting on June 25 in Grand Junction.  The following 

topics were discussed:  

 

➢ Randy Kim gave a presentation on domestic water providers in the Grand Valley 

➢ Becky Mitchell discussed supply driven alternatives 

➢ A presentation on the South Platte/Perkins Canal lawsuit  

➢ Update on the Rio Grande River   

➢ Discussion on No and Low Regrets document and updates   

➢ C9 Summit meeting   

➢ Discussion on improving roundtable engagement  

 

Mark Roeber asked for feedback or ideas from the Roundtable. 
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Gunnison Basin Drought Update (B. Richards) 

 

Beverly Richards, Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District, gave an update on the 

Gunnison Basin drought conditions.  Currently most of the western slope is in drought and Delta 

County is in extreme drought condition.  There is some rain forecasted but hardly any in next 

week. 

 

2025 Legislative Update (K. Curry) 

 

Kathleen Curry reported the Legislature is currently not in session.  Committees are meeting and 

there might be a special session. 

 

Mussels has become a big concern on the Colorado River mainstem.  More funding will be 

required to deal with this problem. 

 

Other Business 

 

Robert Sakata announced after the GBRT November meeting there will be a film screening of 

Legacy - Challenges of Agriculture. 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

 

⮚ GBRT September 15, 2025 at the Montrose Pavilion 

⮚ CWCB Board September 16-18 at Ft Lewis, Durango  

⮚ IBCC  October 29 - at C9 Summit 

⮚ CRD Annual Water Seminar October 3 in Grand Junction  

⮚ Water Congress August 19-21 in Steamboat Springs  

⮚ Sustaining CO Watersheds October 7-9 in Avon  

⮚ GBRT November 17 at Montrose Pavilion with Screening of 

Legacy following  

. 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business to come before the Roundtable, the meeting was declared 

adjourned at 6:05 p.m.   

 

 

 

 

__________________ 

Adam Turner, Recorder 

 

Action Items 

 

None. 


