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Water Year 2025 so far

temperature, precipitation, etc.

(Photo courtesy of Henry Reges – 
June 14 in Fort Collins)
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Statewide: Tied for 10th warmest first 8 months of the 
water year

Month T Rank      
(of 130 years)

Above, below, or 
near 20th century 

avg?

Oct 2nd warmest much above

Nov 45th coolest near average

Dec 3rd warmest much above

Jan 24th coolest below

Feb 35th warmest above

Mar 10th warmest much above

Apr 33rd warmest above

May 59th warmest near average
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Statewide: 46th driest/85th wettest first seven months of 
the water year

Month P Rank 
(of 130 years)

Above, below, or 
near 20th century 

avg?

Oct 47th wettest near average

Nov 5th wettest much above

Dec 12th driest below

Jan 34th driest below

Feb 46th driest near average

Mar 50th driest near average

Apr 15th driest below

May 62nd wettest near average
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May was not too remarkable in 
terms of temperature: warmer 
than average on the western 
slope; cooler than average in the 
southern tier of counties; near 
average everywhere else
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May was wet in the southeast as 
a result of the big storm early in 
the month

Northwestern Colorado 
continued to dry out, as did 
parts of the northeastern Plains
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Climatological spring 
(March-April-May) was warmer 
than average in most places 

March was very warm, April 
pretty warm, and May close to 
average
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Spring was very dry across 
western Colorado, as well as 
portions of the northeastern 
Plains
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May 2025

1991-2020 avg temp

Warm & dry Warm & wet

Cool & dry Cool & wet

May was very 
average considering 
the state as a whole
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Spring 2025

1991-2020 avg temp

Warm & dry Warm & wet

Cool & dry Cool & wet

Spring was warm 
and dry statewide
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October 2024-May 
2025

1991-2020 avg temp

Warm & dry Warm & wet

Cool & dry Cool & wet

First 8 months of 
water year: also in 
the warm and dry 
quadrant, though 
nowhere near some 
of the really bad 
drought years in the 
past



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Snow season 
2024-25 
(lower 
elevations)
November storm put 
much of SE CO above 
average

Grand Junction: only 
2.8” of snow, the least on 
record

Holly had only 25% of its 
normal snowfall, but 
nearly 175% of Nov-Mar 
precipitation!
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Unusual early-June 
rainstorm in southwestern 
Colorado

June is typically very dry around 
the Four Corners

A strong upper-level trough 
along with moisture from the 
remnants of Tropical Storm 
Alvin led to widespread rainfall 
from around June 2-6
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Unusual early-June 
rainstorm in southwestern 
Colorado

Over twice the average total 
June rainfall from this storm in 
much of southwestern Colorado

More than 3x the average June 
rainfall farther southwest…but 
keep in mind that the average is 
nearly zero, so a half-inch is 
many times the average!
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June precipitation 
through Monday 
morning (16th) 
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June percent of 
normal 
precipitation 
through the 16th 
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June departure 
from normal 
temperature 
through the 16th 
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Hail at 2-4am?!?
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Hail at 2-4am?!?

Before today, only 7 
reports of 2”+ hail 
between 2-5am in 
state records (most 
recently in 2018)
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Drought 
conditions

COTrip webcam, east of Rangely, June 16



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Change in the 
last 4 weeks
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Change in the 
last 3 months
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These products suggest that recent rains have recharged the soil moisture across most 
of the eastern Plains, and also parts of southwestern Colorado

Soils are drying out across northwestern Colorado, and deeper soil moisture remains 
poor in many areas on the western slope 

Shallow soil moisture: top 10 cm Deep soil moisture: top 1 meter



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

When including groundwater, conditions continue to look poor across much of the state

Terrestrial water storage: groundwater + soil moisture + snowpack
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Outlook
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NOAA 7-day 
precipitation 
forecast

More storm chances 
today in eastern 
Colorado, then 
drying out
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NOAA 7-day 
precipitation 
forecast 
(difference 
from 
average)
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NOAA 7-day 
precipitation 
forecast

Quick-look maps on our 
drought page:
 
https://climate.colostate.edu/
drought/#outlook 

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/#outlook
https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/#outlook
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Heat wave from Thurs-Sat, then cooling down early next week
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Potential record highs on Friday-Saturday, with 100s on the eastern 
Plains
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Last week of June looks closer to average for both temp & precip
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Early July then looks hot, but with monsoon getting going in the SW
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Will the next 15 days be above, below, or near average 
precipitation?

Out of 50 different model forecasts, how many are at least 0.1” above/below average, or within 0.1” of average 

Percent of members below average Percent of members within 0.1” Percent of members above avg

https://schumacher.atmos.colostate.edu/weather/ecmwf.php 

https://schumacher.atmos.colostate.edu/weather/ecmwf.php
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ENSO-neutral conditions in place for a while

“ENSO-Neutral is likely in the Northern Hemisphere summer 2025 (82% chance in 
June-August) and may continue into winter 2025-26, though confidence is lower” 
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.shtml 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.shtml
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NOAA’s June-July-August temperature outlook
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NOAA’s June-July-August precipitation outlook
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Takeaways
• Water Year 2025 has been on the warm and dry side, especially for western 

Colorado (the southeastern plains have been wetter than average)

• May 2025 was very average when considering the state as a whole

• June brought an unusual amount of rain to southwestern Colorado, slowing down 
the worsening of drought there. Beneficial rain to much of eastern Colorado as well.

• Northwestern Colorado is the part of the state with the most concerns at present, 
with much-below precipitation for the last several months. Streamflows remain 
below average across western Colorado.

• Heat wave this weekend! Chances for record highs on Friday and Saturday. 

• Then the usual late-June dry period, and wait and hope for the monsoon to begin

• La Niña is gone; making precipitation outlook somewhat uncertain, but potential is 
there for an active summer monsoon season in the SW



Thank you!

@climate.colostate.edu

https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/

