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COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Agenda

• Current seasonal climate conditions update

• Notable events

• Drought update

• Seasonal Forecast info (How is spring shaping up?)



2.6 ˚F above 

1991-2020 

normal

0.15” below 

1991-2020 

normal

https://climate.colostat

e.edu/co_cag/quadran

t.html



https://climate.colostate.e

du/co_cag/rank_maps.htm

l



https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/cag_time.html

39.6 ˚F

Warmest since 

2017



https://climate.colostate.e

du/co_cag/rank_maps.htm

l



https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/cag_time.html

Driest since 2018





https://scacis.rcc-

acis.org/



https://www.weather

.gov/lub/events-

2025-20250318-

wind





https://hprcc.unl.e

du/maps.php?map

=ACISClimateMap

s







0.8 ˚F below 

1991-2020 

normal

0.69” above 

1991-2020 

normal

https://climate.colostat

e.edu/co_cag/quadran

t.html



https://climate.colostate.e

du/co_cag/rank_maps.htm

l



https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/cag_time.html



https://climate.colostate.e

du/co_cag/rank_maps.htm
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https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/cag_time.html



https://climate.colostate.e

du/co_cag/rank_maps.htm
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https://climate.colostate.e

du/co_cag/rank_maps.htm
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COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Drought Update

• Drought development across southern and western Colorado

• Modest improvements over northern Colorado

• Better than normal top meter soil moisture for most of the state

• Some areas of below normal terrestrial water storage scattered across the 

state



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Seasonal Snow Totals

• Denver – 33” – lowest since 2018

• Boulder – 69” – lowest since 2018

• Fort Collins – 25” – lowest since 2011



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER
https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/index.html#soil

High soil moisture on eastern plains: 

Good. Always better to start the growing 

season with more plant water

High soil moisture over mid-elevations of 

western Colorado: Bad. This signifies 

early snowmelt



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Groundwater products indicating very 

dry conditions in parts of northern and 

western Colorado

This product integrates satellite 

groundwater retrievals and modeled 

soil moisture. It also includes 

snowpack and canopy moisture

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/index.html#soil



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Spring/Summer 

Outlook



https://schumacher.atmos.colostate.edu/weather/



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Beyond the Forecast (El Niño/La Niña)

https://www.ospo.noaa.gov/products/ocean/sst/anomaly/





https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/enso/current/



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Takeaways

• March was 2.6 ˚F warmer than the 1991-2020 normal. We are still off to a little cooler than normal start to the 

calendar year (warmer than normal for the water year)

• We experienced quite a few days with high wind gusts in March 2025 including gusts > 70mph in SE CO with dust 

storms (March 18th) 

• Drought conditions have worsened across most of the state with some improvement in northern Colorado

• La Niña is gone, giving way to neutral conditions. However, some lagged La Niña impacts are possible

• La Niña is correlated with drier than average spring conditions in Colorado and a much lower risk of a wet extreme

• The early summer outlook suggests an increased chance of warmer than normal temperatures with a tilt towards 

drier than normal conditions in the northern and eastern portion of the state. Dynamical models form an odd 

consensus on drier than normal conditions for summer 2025 over the north-central United States



Thanks, and let’s keep in touch!

Russ Schumacher (State Climatologist) – russ.schumacher@colostate.edu

Peter Goble (Assistant State Climatologist) – peter.goble@colostate.edu

 

Viewing this, and previous WCMC Briefings: 

http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html

Colorado Climate Center (Contact Us)

mailto:russ.schumacher@colostate.edu
mailto:peter.goble@colostate.edu


Thank you
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