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COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Agenda

• Current seasonal climate conditions update

• Notable events

• Drought update

• Seasonal Forecast info (How is spring shaping up?)



6.0 ˚F below 
1991-2020 
normal

0.35” below 
1991-2020 
normal

https://climate.colostat
e.edu/co_cag/quadran
t.html



https://climate.colostate.ed
u/co_cag/rank_maps.html



https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/cag_time.html

20.3 ˚F
6 ˚F below normal
Coldest January 
since 2007



https://climate.colostate.ed
u/co_cag/rank_maps.html

First time 
Montrose had no 
precip in January

Record since 1896



https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/cag_time.html

0.72”
0.35” below normal
Driest since 2015



https://hprcc.unl.e
du/maps.php?map
=ACISClimateMap
s



Five straight days 
of record warmth

https://scacis.rcc-acis.or
g/



https://coagmet.colostate.edu/maps/temp/?w=maxtemp&date=2025-02-03



https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2025/02/18/a-heatwave-in-wint
er-early-february-featured-record-breaking-warmth/



Tmax 
below zero

https://scacis.rcc-a
cis.org/



https://coagmet.colostate.edu/maps/temp/?w=maxtemp&date=2025-02-18



https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map
=ACISClimateMaps

https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Climate
-Mapper



Snow Events:

Major snow event 2/13-2/15 for San Juans with more snow in 
the northern Rockies over the next few days

2/13-2/19 accumulations of up to four feet in Summit County

SW CO

NC CO

https://maps.cocorahs.org/



Snow Events:

Major snow event 2/13-2/15 for San Juans with 
more snow in the northern Rockies over the 
next few days

2/13-2/19 accumulations of up to four feet in 
Summit County

2/21/2025 metro area snowstorm

Snowfall gradient of 0.6” at DIA to 21” of 
snowfall in Conifer



0.8 ˚F below 
1991-2020 
normal

0.17” above 
1991-2020 
normal

https://climate.colostat
e.edu/co_cag/quadran
t.html



https://climate.colostate.ed
u/co_cag/rank_maps.html



https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/cag_time.html

28.4 ˚F
0.8 ˚F below normal



https://climate.colostate.ed
u/co_cag/rank_maps.html



https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/cag_time.html

3.40”
0.17” above normal



https://climate.colostate.ed
u/co_cag/rank_maps.html



https://climate.colostate.ed
u/co_cag/rank_maps.html



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Drought Update

• Drought development in western Colorado and amelioration in eastern 
Colorado

• Better than normal top meter soil moisture for most of the state

• Some areas of below normal terrestrial water storage scattered across the 
state



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Antecedent soil moisture conditions are 
above normal through much of western 
Colorado

Soil moisture at or near “record” highs 
(since mid-2000s) across much of the 
eastern plains after major November 
blizzard melted

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/index.html#soil



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Groundwater products indicating very 
dry conditions in parts of northern and 
western Colorado

This product integrates satellite 
groundwater retrievals and modeled 
soil moisture. It also includes 
snowpack and canopy moisture

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/index.html#soil



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Spring/Summer 
Outlook



https://schumacher.atmos.colostate.edu/weather/



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Beyond the Forecast (El Niño/La Niña)

https://www.ospo.noaa.gov/products/ocean/sst/anomaly/





https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/enso/current/



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Takeaways
• January ended 6 ˚F cooler than 1991-2020 normal statewide

• February will likely end with near normal temperatures statewide, but with large variability around the mean. This 
month has been bookended by warm spells with a strong cold snap in the middle

• Drought conditions have improved in north-central Colorado but persist on the northern Front Range. Drought 
conditions are intensifying on the West Slopes, leading to increasing concerns about spring water supply (more from 
NRCS)

• Weak La Niña conditions remain in place across the Equatorial Pacific, but low SSTs are waning

• If La Niña remains in place, or has lingering impacts, this is correlated with drier than average spring conditions in 
Colorado and a much lower risk of a wet extreme

• The early summer outlook suggests an increased chance of warmer than normal temperatures with a very slight tilt 
towards drier than normal conditions



Thanks, and let’s keep in touch!

Russ Schumacher (State Climatologist) – russ.schumacher@colostate.edu

Peter Goble (Assistant State Climatologist) – peter.goble@colostate.edu

 

Viewing this, and previous WATF Briefings: 

http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html

Colorado Climate Center (Contact Us)

mailto:russ.schumacher@colostate.edu
mailto:peter.goble@colostate.edu


Thank you


