
CWCB INSTREAM FLOW WORKSHOP
February 5, 2025



Workshop Agenda
Instream Flow Appropriations 

(45min)
• Appropriations Program Overview & Process

• Recommenders and Recommendations 

Instream Flow Acquisitions 
(30 min)

• Acquisitions Program Overview
• Request for Water Colorado Water Trust

Question & Answer (10 min)



Colorado Water Conservation Board
To promote the protection, conservation, and development of Colorado’s water 

resources for present and future generations  

Provides policy direction on water issues
• Administration and Operations
• Finance
• Grants
• Interstate, Federal &  Water Information
• Stream and Lake Protection
• Water Supply Planning
• Watershed & Flood Protection



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jason Ullman, State Engineer

Jeff Davis, CPW Director

Kate Greenberg, Dept. of Ag Director

Dan Gibbs, DNR Director (voting) 

Lauren Ris, CWCB Director

Phil Weiser, AG 

Ex-Officio Members



Familiar Features

• Defined Amount & Time 

• Administered within the State’s 
Prior Appropriation System

• Recognized beneficial use

Unique Features

• Non-consumptive minimum flows

• Stream reach or in a natural lake 

• Beneficial use: preserve natural 
environment

Instream Flows (ISF) & Natural Lake Levels (NLL)



Instream Flows (ISF) & Natural Lake Levels (NLL)
What Are They?

Water Rights Held for 
Citizens of Colorado 
by CWCB



Where are they Located?

1,700+ Instream Flow 
Water Rights 

Covering over 9,900 
Miles



ISF Team

KAYLEA WHITE 
Legal Protection/Acquisitions
Senior Water Resource Specialist

COLIN WATSON 
Legal Protection

Engineer

ROB VIEHL
Section Chief

KIM RICOTTA
Legal Protection 

Paralegal

MARIELLE SIDELL
New Appropriations 

Hydrologist

BRANDY LOGAN
New Appropriations 

Water Resource Specialist

LISA BRIGHT-UNGER
Acquisitions 

Water Resource Specialist

LAURA CORONA
New Appropriations

Hydrographer



NEW APPROPRIATIONS 
PROCESS



Entity’s 
Conservation 
Goal

Recommendation 
Formulation

Present 
Recommendations 
at ISF Workshop

Water 
Availability
Assessment

ISF New Appropriation Process

CWCB 
Outreach 
Process

Board 
Process

Water 
Court 
Process



Recommending Entity's Conservation Goal

Native Cutthroat Trout Boreal Toads



Recommendation Formulation

• Identification of the 
natural environment



Recommendation Formulation

• Determine site specific 
minimum flow needs



Recommendation Formulation

R2Cross

Habitat Criteria Example:
Average Depth of 0.2 ft 
Average Velocity of 1.0 ft/sec 50% 
Wetted Perimeter

• Determine site specific 
minimum flow needs



Present Recommendations to CWCB Staff

At Annual ISF Workshop



Water Availability Assessment

Data driven approach:
• Streamgage analysis
• Temporary streamgage
• Statistical model
• Diversion record
• Additional information 



CWCB Outreach Process

• ISF subscription 
mailing list notices

• Stakeholder meetings
• Newspaper notices
• Landowner letters
• DWR



Board Process



Water Court Process

Submit Application Before End of Calendar Year



Ongoing ISF Recommendations Division 1

https://cwcb.colorado.gov/2025-isf-recommendations

Stream Upper Terminus Lower Terminus Recommending Entity County

East Roaring Fork Creek headwaters confl. Roaring Creek CPW Larimer

Garber Creek confl. N&S Garber Creeks confl. West Plum Creek CPW Douglas

Platte Gulch headwaters confl. Middle Fork South 
Platte CPW and Park County Park

West Plum Creek headwaters confl. East Plum Creek CPW Douglas



Ongoing ISF Recommendations Division 2

https://cwcb.colorado.gov/2025-isf-recommendations

Stream Upper Terminus Lower Terminus Recommending Entity County

Cottonwood Creek headwaters F. Keuhn Ditch No. 2 
headgate CPW Custer

Cottonwood Creek confl. Salt Creek Giem Ditch headgate BLM Fremont

East Gulch confl. Antelope Gulch confl. Arkansas River BLM Fremont



Ongoing ISF Recommendations

https://cwcb.colorado.gov/2025-isf-recommendations

Stream Upper Terminus Lower Terminus Recommending Entity County

Pine Creek headwaters confl. Morrow Point 
Reservoir CPW Gunnison

Division 4

Division 5
Stream Upper Terminus Lower Terminus Recommending Entity County

Deep Creek Outlet of Deep Lake BLM Property Boundary American Rivers & Eagle 
River Coalition Garfield, Eagle



Ongoing ISF Recommendations Division 6

https://cwcb.colorado.gov/2025-isf-recommendations

Stream Upper Terminus Lower Terminus Recommending Entity County

Bear Creek headwaters confl. NF White River CPW Garfield

Big Fish Creek headwaters confl. NF White River CPW Garfield

East Marvine Creek headwaters confl. Marvine Creek CPW Rio Blanco

Hauskins Creek headwaters confl. NF White River CPW Garfield

Hill Creek headwaters confl. NF White River CPW Rio Blanco

Lynx Creek headwaters confl. NF White River CPW Garfield

Mirror Creek headwaters confl. NF White River CPW Rio Blanco



Ongoing ISF Recommendations Division 6 cont.

https://cwcb.colorado.gov/2025-isf-recommendations

Stream Upper Terminus Lower Terminus Recommending Entity County

Pagoda Creek headwaters confl. South Fork Williams 
Fork BLM Rio Blanco

Paradise Creek headwaters Paradise Ponds diversion 
headgate CPW Garfield, Rio Blanco

Picket Pin Creek headwaters confl. NF White River CPW Garfield

South Fork White River Flat Tops Wilderness 
Boundary confl. Swede Creek CPW Rio Blanco

West Willow Creek headwaters confl. Willow Creek BLM Routt



2026 NEW RECOMMENDATIONS CONTACT US
rob.viehl@state.co.us
www.cwcb.colorado.gov
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