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https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/rank_maps.html
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Month

P Rank 

(of 130 

years)

Above, below, 

or near 20th 

century avg?

Oct 53rd driest near avg

Nov 23rd driest below

Dec 64th wettest near avg

Jan 47th wettest near avg

Feb 15th wettest above

Mar 29th wettest above

Apr 43rd driest below

May 51st driest near avg

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/ 

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/
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https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/rank_maps.html
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https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/rank_maps.html
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https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/ 

Month
T Rank      

(of 129 years)

Above, below, or 

near 20th century 

avg?

Oct 26th warmest above

Nov 19th warmest above

Dec 7th warmest much above

Jan 51st warmest near avg

Feb 11th warmest much above

Mar 34th warmest above

Apr 16th warmest above

May 52nd coolest near avg

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps
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https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/rank_maps.html
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Current Conditions

Temperature

Precipitation

Evaporative Demand

Soil Moisture

Vegetation
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Mtd temperature

https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Climate-Mapper 

https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Climate-Mapper
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Number of 90 degree days so far this year

Ark Valley has already seen over 20 90° days. Number in the teens for the 

West Slop and Front Range.
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https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/ 

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/
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June is normally drier for southwest, so moisture was much above average. But 

higher amounts are expected on the plains, so it wasn’t as beneficial.
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https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/ 

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/
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https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/ 

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/
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https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/ 

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/
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https://climate.colostate.edu/precip_proj.html 

https://climate.colostate.edu/precip_proj.html
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https://climate.colostate.edu/precip_proj.html 

https://climate.colostate.edu/precip_proj.html
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https://climate.colostate.edu/precip_proj.html 

https://climate.colostate.edu/precip_proj.html
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Higher evaporative demand is evident in northern Colorado.
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https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/#evap 

Hotter temperatures

+

Higher winds

+

Lower humidity

_____________________

Higher evaporative demand

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/#evap
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https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/#soil 

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought/#soil
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Drought

National Drought

Colorado Drought

Some Drought Facts
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu 
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Evolution of drought through 2020 – 2021.

No drought in the state last June.

No D4 in the state since 2022!

Some D1 with a bit of D2/D3 over the winter.

Overall not a lot of droughty areas around the state. 



Outlook

Next 7 days

8-14 day Outlook

CPC Outlooks

El Niño
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http://schumacher.atmos.colostate.edu/weather/ 

NOAA 7-day precip forecast

http://schumacher.atmos.colostate.edu/weather/
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8-14 day outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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Seasonal outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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Drought Outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov 

▪ Worsening drought is likely 

over the Four Corners area.

▪ Drought development and 

worsening drought is possible 

this summer over the entire 

state.

▪ A strong monsoon would help 

limit the risk and possibly 

regulate those temperatures 

a bit more.

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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What’s the ENSO forecast?

https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/enso/current/ 

CPC/IRI June 20, 2024: As of mid-June 2024, waning El Niño conditions persist only in the 

western equatorial Pacific (between 160E to 160W), while other oceanic and atmospheric 

indicators now align with ENSO-neutral conditions. Almost all models in the IRI ENSO 

prediction plume forecast ENSO-neutral for Jun-Aug, 2024, which persists in most models 

during boreal summer seasons of Jul-Sep, and Aug-Oct, 2024. La Niña becomes the most 

probable category in Sep-Nov, 2024 through Jan-Mar, 2025, while for Feb-Apr, 2025 ENSO-

neutral conditions become dominant (52% chance).

https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/enso/current/


What does La Niña mean 

for late summer and fall?
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https://psl.noaa.gov/enso/climaterisks/ 

Increased risk of warm extremes in the fall.

Slight increased risk of dry extremes in the fall, especially to the south.

https://psl.noaa.gov/enso/climaterisks/
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https://climate.gov 

La Niña winters tend to favor our northern mountains with more snow. Southern CO 

and the plains are more likely to get less snow.



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Key Takeaways

❑ WY2024 has been much warmer than average, with variable precipitation patterns.

❑ Drought has emerged in northern CO and southeast CO.

❑ We have started the summer very hot.

❑ Very likely that our summer will continue to see much above average temperatures 

across the entire state.

❑ Below average precipitation is more likely this summer, especially over the Four 

Corners.

❑ Due to hot and dry prevailing conditions, worsening drought and new drought 

development are more likely.

❑ La Niña arrives this summer and is expected to stick around into the winter.

❑ This could be good news for the northern mountains, but another tough snow year is 

more likey for the San Juan mountains.



Thank you

Becky.Bolinger@colostate.edu

@ClimateBecky

climate.colostate.edu

To view this and other presentations:

https://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html

bbolinger@lynker.com           
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