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Agenda

• Current seasonal climate conditions update

• Drought update

• Seasonal Forecast info (What can we expect this summer?)
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No major April blizzards, but 
some nice totals in the foothills 
last weekend

Much below temperatures over 
the weekend



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Drought Update

• Long-term wet conditions from 2023’s snowpack and wet spring, but drier conditions recently

• Snowpack much below normal at the beginning of January, but closer to normal now









COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Spring/Summer 
Outlook
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Beyond the Forecast (El Niño/La Niña)
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Takeaways

• Our cool season this year was milder than normal, but also wetter than normal statewide

• Long-term precipitation anomalies are generally positive. Soil moisture across much of the state is above average 
due to a combination of a wet spring and early snowmelt up high

• Seasonal forecast models suggest we are more likely than normal to endure a warm/dry summer; long-term positive 
moisture anomalies have left our water supplies in better than normal shape

• These models are based on 1. Shift to La Niña. 2. Climate change. 3. Dynamical models showing a weaker monsoon 
this year

• The last year with a rapid shift to La Niña in spring with near-to-above average April water resources followed by a 
hot summer was 2020. Let’s hope things go differently this time!



Thanks, and let’s keep in touch!

Peter Goble – peter.goble@colostate.edu

Russ Schumacher – russ.schumacher@colostate.edu

Becky Bolinger – becky.bolinger@colostate.edu

 

Viewing this, and previous WATF Briefings: 

http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html

Colorado Climate Center (Contact Us)
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Thank you


