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Task 1 – Creation of Educational Materials for Colorado Water Campaign: Complete 
 
The TRCP collaborated with the Water for Colorado Coalition on a 22-day social 
media campaign launched 22 days before the state water plan was released on June 
30, 2022. The campaign defined a different water planning term each day to build the 
public base of knowledge. TRCP Strategic Partnerships Director, Jared Romero, vetted 
content with the Rio Grande Roundtable Educational Committee to ensure that the 
posts supported the goals and position of the Rio Grande Basin Roundtable. Jared 
virtually attended Rio Grande Basin Roundtable Education Committee meetings in 
February, March, April, May, July, and August. He also shared invitation to the in-
person events (discussed below) and will report out on those events at the upcoming 
November meeting (per the request of the Committee). The TRCP also created a 
presentation that was given at each pint night to educate attendees on the status of 
water resources and planning efforts in the state, including opportunities for public 
engagement.  Fact sheets, in both Spanish and English, created by the CWCB and 
Water Education Colorado were printed and distributed at the events.  
 
Task 2 – Digital Public Outreach Campaign: Complete 
 
The TRCP’s digital public outreach campaign directly facilitated 40 touch points. 
These included 30 social media posts (22 social media campaign with Water for 
Colorado and event-advertisements), one op-ed, one guest blog, Spanish radio ad, 
one Spanish radio interview, and two banner ads. The 30-second Spanish radio 
advertisement on La Jota Radio Station ran leading up to the water plan’s release 
along with two banners with Spanish Media Consulting on the radio website to 
educate Latino viewers and listeners on the water plan and guide them to the 
planning documents and comment period. The ad ran 200 times leading up to the 
release of the water plan. The script for the ad was: 
 
“Help the Colorado Water Conservation Board in its mission to conserve, develop, 
protect, and manage Colorado’s water for present and future generations. The CWCB 
is currently revising the Colorado Water Plan and is seeking public feedback on 
updates in support of vibrant communities (comunidades dinamicas), robust 
agriculture (agricultura robusta), thriving watersheds (cuencas prosperas) and 
resilient planning (planificacion resilente). Ensure that the latest version of the 
Colorado Water Plan reflects the needs of all Coloradoans by providing your public 
comment before September 30th. Water is essential to all of us, make sure your voice 
is heard!” 
 
La Jota Radio Station also aired an interview with a representative of Green Latinos to 
discuss the water plan. The TRCP helped connect the radio station with the speaker 
and helped prepare talking points and questions for both the interviewer and the 
interviewee for the 30-minute radio segment. 



 
The TRCP’s Strategic Partnerships Director, Jared Romero, also co-authored an op-ed in the Colorado Sun on 
the importance of including BIPOC communities in the water planning process and co-authored a guest blog 
for Water for Colorado on the same subject with Beatriz Soto of Protégete for Conservation Colorado. 

 
Social media posts (Instagram and Linked In) had a combined reach of 2,964. Reach of the Spanish radio 
advertisement, op-ed, and guest blog are not available to us.  
 
Task 3 – In-Person Education Events (Water and Taps - Pint nights at brewery): Complete 
 
The TRCP, Green Latinos, and HECHO co-hosted two in-person education events to distribute information 
and answer questions about the Colorado Water Plan and process. The events were advertised on social 
media (example and example) and held at Breckenridge Brewery in Littleton, Colorado (July 20 and August 
10). Representatives from each host organization had an opportunity to speak at the events and three short 
films were screened including the HECHO film Nuestra Aqua, Nuestro Futuro and two TRCP films featuring 
diverse voices within the Colorado River and Rio Grande Basins (Geo Romero and Danny Strange). Danny 
Strange was able to join us for the second event. 
 
The TRCP gave a presentation at each event on the status of water resources and planning efforts in the 
Colorado River Basin and Rio Grande River Basin that included a question and answer session. Attendees 
were also provided with several print resources including the Water 22 guide, WECO Citizen’s Guide to 
Colorado Water Protection,  Headwater magazines, and CWCB fact sheets.  We combined the Spanish and 
English versions of the printed documents to make sure they were appropriate for the event audiences. We 
combined the Spanish and English versions of the printed documents to make sure they were appropriate 
for the event audiences. 
 
An unexpected challenge for our first Pint Night event was a power outage that snarled traffic in the local 
area due to a thunderstorm. We believe that this had an impact on the turnout of our first event, most 
attendees were 30-60 minutes late. We had about 75-80 attendees between the two events.   
 
Task 4 – Water Conservation Family/Recreation Event: Complete 
 
The TRCP partnered with Environmental Learning for Kids (ELK) to host a community recreation event at its 
new center in the Montbello neighborhood, a predominately a Black and Latino community. The event was 
advertised in English and Spanish on social media.   
 
The free event was held on July 16, 2022, during Latino Conservation week and in conjunction with the 
opening of the new ELK center, and featured 20 different tents with activities, music, and food for the 
community. Approximately 150 members of the public attended. The US Fish and Wildlife Service, Colorado 
Parks & Wildlife, HECHO, Colorado Treks, Latino Outdoors and Black and Brown Girls Climb set up booths at 
the event to educate attendees about outdoor recreation opportunities in the state.  Activities included a 
“learn to fish” station with CPW who brought free fishing poles to give away to participants.  Attendees 
were also provided with water education resources and information about how to stay informed and 
engaged in state water planning.  
 
Financials: $32,250 in matched funding was raised for this project, fully satisfying the requirement.  



To guarantee all 
Americans quality 
places to hunt and 

fish

Director of Strategic 
Partnerships

‘Whiskey is for 
drinking and water is 

for fighting”



Foundational Knowledge

• Conservation: The prevention of wasteful resource usage through actions — whether on a small or 
large scale to ensure sustainable usage of natural resources for current and future generations

• River Basin: A river basin describes an area of land in which all precipitation — and resulting 
streams, creeks, and smaller rivers drains to one, large river.

• Aquifer: An aquifer is an underground layer of permeable rock and sediment that stores groundwater

• Transmountain diversion: In Colorado, transmountain diversions move water from the western part 
of the state to the eastern part of the state, often over (or under) the continental divide

• Consumptive use: is the portion of water that is withdrawn and or lost from the water system by 
evaporation, transpiration, consumed by humans or livestock and is ultimately removed from the 
immediate water environment.

• Aridification: The long process during which an area becomes drier; drought describes a temporary 
reduction in precipitation and available water, whereas aridification describes a long-term and often 
permanent change.



Trivia Question

• How many river basins are in Colorado?

• How many basin roundtables are in Colorado?



• Only roundtable not 
designated out of a 
natural hydrological 
river basin

• The Metro region’s 
unique needs and water 
uses necessitated its 
designation apart from 
the South Platte River 
Basin



Colorado River Videos



Colorado River

• 7 States 2 countries

• 40 million people
• 30 Native American Tribes
• 1/3 of US Hispanic/Latino Population

• Drives a 1.4 trillion-dollar economy

• 4 Transmountain Diversion

• Glen Canyon Dam provides regional electricity 
and $150 million in annual revenue that is 
reinvested in the river to protect wildlife, 
restore habitat, and maintain water quality



Climate Change Further 
Complicates Colorado Water
“Human activities (primarily the burning of fossil fuels) have 
fundamentally increased the concentration of greenhouse gases 
in Earth’s atmosphere, warming the planet. Natural drivers, 
without human intervention, would push our planet toward a 
cooling period.” Nasa Global Climate Change

• Lost 20% of its historic flows in the past 20 years

• Projected to continue to drop another 20-30% over the next 30 
years

• Increased temperatures account for 33% of the 21-century 
decline [in CO river flows]

• In 2021, snowmelt measured 90% of average, but snowmelt 
that filled the rivers was only 30% of average



50% of 
Denver Water



Door prize! 

Pull out those 
tickets!!!



Rio Grande

• 3 states, 2 countries
• San Luis Valley
• The principal crops grown 

here are potatoes, alfalfa, 
native hay, barley, wheat, 
and vegetables like lettuce, 
spinach and carrots.

• 3 Refuges and a National 
Park (Trivia question)

• RWR proposal



Rio Grande River Video



Climate Change Further 
Complicates Colorado Water

• Exceptionally dry 2021 Spring in the Upper Basin
• April to July runoff into Lake Powell totaling just 26 

percent of average, despite near-average snowfall

• 2000 - 2021 has been the driest 22-year period recorded 
in more than 100 years of record-keeping

• The reservoir system was 95 percent full in 2000, but as 
of July 18th, 2022 Lake Mead sits at just 27%, the lowest 
levels since it began to fill

• Diminished flows due to hotter and drier conditions

• More severe and longer lasting wildfires that impacts 
water quality and quantity

• For every 1 degree Celsius (1.8 F) we will lose 10% of 
annual flow



• State Water Plan June 30th - Sept 30th 

• CWCB Podcast
• Engagement events and outreach
• Further information in the back











Trivia Question

• What year did Colorado’s largest wildfire happen in?



Natural Solutions
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6lT

5W32xRN4

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hu
YGSrGLeZE







1. Be bolder to meet this moment of crisis 
2. Include measurable objectives to ensure 

accountability 
3. Prioritize assessable conservation across sectors
4. Specify and secure a sustainable, long-term 

source of funding
5. Move beyond traditional storage in favor of 

nature-based solutions
6. Acknowledge the importance of ecologically 

healthy rivers for Colorado’s economy
7. Commit to actionable steps on equity, diversity, 

and inclusion





Door prize! 

Pull out those 
tickets!!!






