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Agenda

• Current seasonal climate conditions 
update

• Drought update
• Seasonal Forecast info (when are we 

going to get spring moisture?)
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Drought Update

• Mostly good news/improvements since 
beginning of water year!

• Long term drought remains out east (we’ll 
see what the spring brings)





Improvements 
east of divide from 
wet 
January/February. 
Things have 
regressed since



Big 
improvements 
west of divide 
(last summer 
monsoon)



Data from North American Land Data Assimilation Systems NOAH Model



Seasonal Outlook
Still a 
mountain 
snow month, 
but March 
conditions 
become 
important on 
the Front 
Range and 
Eastern Plains



An arctic airmass 
dropping in from 
the northwest 
tomorrow will 
bring snow and 
another round of 
cold 
temperatures

This storm is 
unlikely to dive 
south of the 
Palmer Divide



Active weather expected to persist out west. 

Blocking high pressure over Central US may keep eastern CO 
warm and dry. 

Forecast model ensembles mostly keep W CO wet, but 
eastern CO is more of a tossup



Current Sea Surface 
Temperature Pattern

• La Niña is 
finally 
weakening

• Still seeing 
cold currents 
between 
here and 
Hawaii







March Outlook

CPC favoring persistence of current La Niña-like pattern in March. 

Current model guidance suggests a tilt towards cool and wet for W CO in 
early March



March-May Outlook

Elevated probability of below normal precip in SW CO

Mix of La Niña influence and trend



Elevated odds of warmer temperatures increase as summer begins



Yampa 
Basin 
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average 
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No elevated 
fire outlooks 
for March-
May.

This is good 
news out east 
where spring 
brushfires in 
dry/windy 
conditions can 
be 
catastrophic



Takeaways
• We have tallied the coolest four month start to a water year since 

2010, and the wettest since 2016. 
• February is on the cool side of normal again (fourth month in a row). 

The San Juans are having a good month, but so far we have seen 
near normal statewide precipitation

• Long-term conditions are still on the dry side of normal for eastern 
Colorado. We’ll still need the million dollar rains this spring

• What happens over the next 4-6 weeks will be crucial for our water 
supply 

• La Niña is letting go. Neutral conditions are likely to dominate the 
equatorial Pacific this spring

• Overall, with the amount of precipitation/snowpack in place, we have 
reason to be optimistic at the state level. This is arguably the best 
things have looked since 2019, but a high runoff/water supply year is 
not yet a certainty



Colorado Climate Center
Thanks, and let’s keep in touch!

Peter Goble – peter.goble@colostate.edu
Russ Schumacher – russ.schumacher@colostate.edu
Becky Bolinger – becky.bolinger@colostate.edu

Viewing this, and previous WATF Briefings: 
http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html


