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ISF Workshop Agenda

Instream Flow Appropriations ( 50 min)

ISF appropriations process & new recommendations

Appropriations Q&A (10 min)

Instream Flow Acquisitions (30 min)

Request for water 

Acquisition Q&A (10 min)



Instream Flow Staff

KAYLEA WHITE
Legal Protection/Acquisitions
Senior Water Resource Specialist

COLIN WATSON 
Legal Protection

Engineer

PETE CONOVITZ
Acquisitions 

Water Resource Specialist

KIM RICOTTA
Legal Protection 

Paralegal

ROB VIEHL
Section Chief

BRANDY LOGAN
New Appropriations 

Water Resource Specialist

MARIELLE SIDELL
New Appropriations 

Hydrologist

LAURA FIELDS-SOMMERS
New Appropriations

Hydrographer



Instream Flow (ISF) & Natural Lake Level (NLL) 
WATER RIGHTS

Familiar Features

ÅDefined Amount & Time

ÅAdministered within the Stateõs 

Prior Appropriation System

ÅRecognized beneficial use

Unique Features

ÅExclusively held by CWCB

ÅNon-consumptive minimum flows

ÅStream reach or in a natural lake 

ÅBeneficial use: preserve natural 

environment



There are over 1,700 
Instream Flow &
Natural Lake Level
Water Rights, mostly 
located in headwater 
catchments on the  
western  slope of the 
state.

Whereare they Located?



NEW APPROPRIATIONS PROCESS



Entityõs 

Conservation Goal

Recommendation 

Formulation

Present 

Recommendations 

to CWCB Staff

Water Availability

Assessment

Becoming an ISF: New Appropriation Process

CWCB Outreach 

Process

Board Process

Water Court 

Process



Entityõs

Conservation Goal

Becoming an ISF: New Appropriation Process



Becoming an ISF: New Appropriation Process

Recommendation 

Formulation

Å Identification of the 

natural environment

Å Determine site specific 

minimum flow needs



Becoming an ISF: New Appropriation Process

Recommendation 

Formulation

R2Cross

Habitat Criteria Example:

Average Depth of 0.2 ft

Average Velocity of 1.0 ft /sec 

50% Wetted Perimeter

Å Identification of the 

Natural Environment

Å Determine site specific 

minimum flow needs



Becoming an ISF: New Appropriation Process

Present 

Recommendations 

to CWCB Staff

Annual ISF Workshop



Becoming an ISF: New Appropriation Process

Water Availability

Assessment

Data driven approach:

Å Streamgage analysis

Å Temporary streamgage

Å Statistical model

Å Diversion record

Å Additional information 



Becoming an ISF: New Appropriation Process

CWCB Outreach 

Process
Å ISF subscription mailing list 

notices

Å Stakeholder meetings

Å Newspaper notices

Å Landowner letters

Å DWR


