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Major Basin Summary
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Soil Moisture Data

• Soil Moisture data still new

– Need time to quality control. So data may change.

– Soils should saturate during snowmelt.

• Low soil moisture trough winter across all basins 

concerning

• What to watch – recession after snowpack melt

– Percent of normal

– Rate of recession – drying out faster than normal 
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Reservoirs







Precipitation

















Snowpack





This Year’s 

-Peak as % of Median Peak – 89.0%

-Peak Rank – 28 highest of 37 years



This Year’s 

-Peak as % of Median Peak – 94.6%

-Peak Rank – 29 highest of 42 years



This Year’s 

-Peak as % of Median Peak – 99.3%

-Peak Rank – 19 highest of 36 years



This Year’s 

-Peak as % of Median Peak – 97.3%

-Peak Rank – 24 highest of 42 years



This Year’s 

-Peak as % of Median Peak – 91.6%

-Peak Rank – 28 highest of 41 years



This Year’s 

-Peak as % of Median Peak – 86.5%

-Peak Rank – 33 highest of 42 years



This Year’s 

-Peak as % of Median Peak – 84.1%

-Peak Rank – 29 highest of 37 years



This Year’s 

-Peak as % of Median Peak – 91.6%

-Peak Rank – 30 highest of 42 years



This Year’s 

-Peak as % of Median Peak – 91.7%

-Peak Rank – 22 highest of 36 years









Streamflow 

Forecasts



















Summary



Soils dry in fall and winter. Improve with 

snowpack melt. But without above median 

snowpack will likely return to below normal 

soil moisture.













This Year’s 

-Peak as % of Median Peak – 89.0%

-Peak Rank – 28 highest of 37 years







•Overall, the water supply outlook is for below normal runoff across most of the 
state.

• However, underlying factors vary across the basins

•Snowpack in southern basins peaked early. Northern basins peaked later then 
normal.  All basin peaked below normal but southern basins generally peaked 
higher, as a percent of median, than the northern basins

•Recent precipitation was near to below normal.  Better precipitation favoring the 
northern portions of the state. Less precipitation as one moves south.

•Snowpack melt rates have been well above normal further south.

•Most snowpack below tree-line is melted out in the south.

•Mountain soil moisture has wetted up as it typically does this time of year as 
snowpack melts.  So it is hard to tell at this point how soil moisture will pan out 
after the snow melts off.

•Reservoirs range from 73% of normal across the combined San Miguel, Dolores, 
Animas & San Juan Basins to 104% of normal in the Arkansas and the South 
Platte alike.  However next month values will provide the best indicator of 
reservoir outlooks.

•Streamflow forecasts for much of the state are expected to be below normal for 
the spring and summer. Poor precipitation trends could continue to degrade 
outlooks.

Summary



Non-Discrimination Statement:

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, 

its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 

discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, 

disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 

Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 

American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA 's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) 

or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in 

languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at 

How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter 

all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call [866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form

or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 

Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
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