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Rare 
combo of 
warm and 
wet in 
December

Winter slow to start, 
then delivered big 
snows
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4th warmest year on record statewide
7 of our top ten years have occurred since 2012



4th warmest calendar 
year

Warmest July-December

1.3 F warmer than 2nd

place (1933)





MTD Precip





Mtd ppt

At then end of the day, a nice mix



47th driest year on 
record. 

1.08” below normal



We don’t usually 
talk much about 
evaporative 
demand in winter, 
but it was record 
high October-
December

This, in 
combination with a 
wet spring, raised 
the probability of a 
winter wildfire

This needs to say 
on our radar. 
We’ve had some 
relief, but we could 
have a worse than 
normal brushfire 
season (SE CO 
especially)
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Climate divisions defined by Dr. Klaus Wolter of 
NOAA's Climate Diagnostic Center in Boulder, CO

Klaus 
Wolter























90 day spi



30-day SPI



6 month spi



12 month spi



Reservoir and Soils Update

















Current Sea Surface 
Temperature Pattern

• La Niña in 
effect

• Negative 
PDO

• Impressive 
warm blob 
over the 
Central 
Pacific



La Niña-like Temperature Pattern Last 30 Days
But winter took time to get going



Weak La Niña trending neutral

…? Don’t ask









8-14 Day Outlook



FMA Outlook (warm/dry favored to continue)





March-May Outlooks: La Niña springs aren’t 
often wet





At least most 
of us have a 
head start



Wettest 10-day stretch on 
record at Schofield Pass!



Peak Snowpack Projection 20-80th

Percentile Range

55

• Snowpack likely 
to peak well 
below normal

• This does not 
cover the true 
range of 
variability

• More variability 
in southern 
basins

• The seasonal 
forecast leads us 
to expect 
numbers closer 
to the low end of 
the range
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Not Quite a Real Forecast (mostly 
fun)
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• Snowpack likely 
to peak well 
below normal

• This does not 
cover the true 
range of 
variability

• More variability 
in southern 
basins

• The seasonal 
forecast leads us 
to expect 
numbers closer 
to the low end of 
the range
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Colorado Basin River Forecast 
Center

CBRFC favors an 
average runoff! 
We haven’t seen 
that in a while

Dry antecedent 
soils hamper 
runoff efficiency



Takeaways
• Drought remains an issue statewide, becoming more 

long-term/hydrological out west
• A wet spring followed by a warm/dry fall set the stage for 

off-season wildfire
• December was warm and wet out west/warm and dry 

east of the divide. We have seen some moisture since. 
Much needed heavy snow in western CO second half of 
December

• We remain in a La Niña pattern, which is expected to 
weaken over time. Seeing more typical La Niña behavior 
this year than last. The odds of a wet spring are lower 
than normal



Colorado Climate Center
Thanks, and let’s keep in touch!

Peter Goble – peter.goble@colostate.edu
Russ Schumacher – russ.Schumacher@colostate.edu
Becky Bolinger – becky.bolinger@colostate.edu
Zach Schwalbe – zach.Schwalbe@colostate.edu

Viewing this, and previous WATF Briefings: 
http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html


