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Memorandum 

To:  File 1845 

From:  Ronald R. Sprawls  

Date:  21 April 2014  

Subject: Chambers Reservoir Access Easements and Trails 

 

We have reviewed the legal documents associated with the concrete/crusher fines 
road/trails at the south end of Chambers Reservoir to determine who we believe has 
ownership and maintenance responsibility in light of the newly constructed pedestrian 
crossing at South Chambers Road.  The existing concrete trail at this location continues 
south over ACWWA’s property to the property owned by Stonegate.  The existing concrete 
trial continues westerly on Stonegate’s property to their northwest corner where it turns to 
the north and enters at the southwest corner of ACWWA’s property.  The existing concrete 
trail continues northerly along the west boundary of ACWWA’s property to Dogwood 
Avenue.  At this point the existing concrete trail ends and a crusher fines trail continues 
northerly to ACWWA’s north property line.  This concrete trail along with the crusher fines 
trail fulfills the pedestrian/cantering trail as presented by the Grandview Estates 
Homeowners Association at the Chambers Reservoir Planning Commission hearing on 08 
March 2010 and agreed upon by United Water and Sanitation District.  Also, this existing 
trail is outside of the reservoir fencing in its entirety.   

The Easement Deed (Stonegate Access Easement) as recorded under Reception 
#2010056849 on 07 August 2010 (see the attached document) is a nonexclusive easement 
for ingress and egress located at the southeast corner of ACWWA’s property.  The “Grantor” 
is United Water and Sanitation District and the “Grantee” (or “District”) is Stonegate 
Village Metropolitan District.  Under the dedication paragraph, the deed describes the 
ingress and egress allowed as well as the improvements (including roads and trails).  Under 
paragraph 3 of the deed, Rights of Grantee, the District shall have the right to enter upon 
the easement for maintenance of the improvements as may be reasonably required.  Under 
paragraph 6 of the deed, Rights of Third Parties, the District has the right and authority to 
provide maintenance and repair of the improvements.  Under paragraph 9 of the deed, No 
Public Dedication, there was no formal dedication of easement or public use.  However, the 
District may permit the general public access to and use of the trail over the Easement 
Area for recreational purposes consistent with the historic use of the trail that is replaced, 
which trail was previously located upon Grantor’s property.  Therefore it is our opinion that 
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Stonegate owns and maintains the road/trail on this portion of ACWWA’s property and has 
the right to allow public access if it so chooses. 

The Easement Deed (United Access and Utility Easement) as recorded under Reception 
#2010056846 on 07 August 2010 (see the attached document) is a nonexclusive easement 
for the real property described in Exhibit A in the attached document located on Stonegate’s 
property to the south of the reservoir.  The “Grantor” is Stonegate Village Metropolitan 
District and the “District” (or “Grantee”) is United Water and Sanitation District.  Under 
the dedication paragraph, the deed describes the improvements (including roads/trails) 
together with the right of access.  Under paragraph 3 of the deed, Rights of Grantee, the 
District shall have the right to enter upon the easement for maintenance of the 
improvements as may be reasonably required.  Under paragraph 6 of the deed, Rights of 
Third Parties, the District has the right and authority to provide maintenance and repair of 
the improvements.  Under paragraph 8 of the deed, No Public Dedication, nothing 
contained herein shall be deemed to be a grant or dedication of any rights or use to the 
public in general.  Therefore it is our opinion that ACWWA (as successor to United Water 
and Sanitation District) owns and maintains this portion of the road/trail located on 
Stonegate’s property.  It does not appear that ACWWA can independently allow public 
access on this portion of the trail.  However, it appears that Stonegate, as the property 
owner can allow public access at its discretion.  

For the existing concrete trail/crusher fines trail located along the west property line of the 
reservoir property, there is no pedestrian/equestrian easement associated with it.  However, 
since this is ACWWA owned property, ACWWA controls whether to allow access along this 
trail.  It is our opinion that ACWWA has consented to this use by virtue of the statements 
made by United during the location and extent hearings.  ACWWA would thus be 
responsible for the maintenance of the existing trail along the west property line of the 
reservoir.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cc: Arnie Reil, ACWWA 
Kevin McBrien, ACWWA 
Patrick Reed, ACWWA 
Rick Kron, Spencer Fane & Grimshaw LLP       






































