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Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2019 WY2020

Current as Pct of Normal: 113%
Current as Pct of Avg: 108%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 88%
Current as Pct of Peak: 100%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 88%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 4%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Yampa and White River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020
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Average WY2002 WY2011 WY2019 Median Maximum Mininum WY2020

Current as Pct of Average: 100%

Current as Pct of Median: 103%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 83%

Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 57%

Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 57%

Yampa and White River Basins High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020





Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2019 WY2020

Current as Pct of Normal: 110%
Current as Pct of Avg: 105%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 78%
Current as Pct of Peak: 97%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 88%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 26%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020
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Average WY2002 WY2011 WY2019 Median Maximum Mininum WY2020

Current as Pct of Average: 94%

Current as Pct of Median: 98%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 72%

Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 47%

Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 51%

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020





Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2019 WY2020

Current as Pct of Normal: 117%
Current as Pct of Avg: 114%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 88%
Current as Pct of Peak: 93%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 80%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 33%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 26

South Platte River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020
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Average WY2002 WY2011 WY2019 Median Maximum Mininum WY2020

Current as Pct of Average: 107%

Current as Pct of Median: 109%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 82%

Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 48%

Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 45%

South Platte River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2019 WY2020

Current as Pct of Normal: 92%
Current as Pct of Avg: 86%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 60%
Current as Pct of Peak: 82%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 89%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 157%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 06

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020







0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

30.0

35.0

40.0

45.0

50.0

Oct 01 Nov 01 Dec 01 Jan 01 Feb 01 Mar 01 Apr 01 May 01 Jun 01 Jul 01 Aug 01 Sep 01

Y
e
a
r-

to
-D

a
te

 P
re

c
ip

it
a
ti

o
n

 (
in

c
h

e
s
)

Average WY2002 WY2011 WY2019 Median Maximum Mininum WY2020

Current as Pct of Average: 78%

Current as Pct of Median: 81%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 56%

Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 41%

Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 53%

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020





Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY1997 WY2019 WY2020

Current as Pct of Normal: 90%
Current as Pct of Avg: 87%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 57%
Current as Pct of Peak: 82%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 92%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 215%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 06

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020
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Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2019 Median Maximum Mininum WY2020

Current as Pct of Average: 75%

Current as Pct of Median: 77%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 54%

Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 40%

Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 53%

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins

High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020





Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY1997 WY2019 WY2020

Current as Pct of Normal: 97%
Current as Pct of Avg: 95%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 64%
Current as Pct of Peak: 89%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 92%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 136%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 12

Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020
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Average WY2002 WY2011 WY2019 Median Maximum Mininum WY2020

Current as Pct of Average: 75%

Current as Pct of Median: 76%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 56%

Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 37%

Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 50%

Upper Rio Grande River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY1997 WY2019 WY2020

Current as Pct of Normal: 103%
Current as Pct of Avg: 102%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 67%
Current as Pct of Peak: 91%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 89%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 82%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 11

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020
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Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2019 Median Maximum Mininum WY2020

Current as Pct of Average: 90%

Current as Pct of Median: 91%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 68%

Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 38%

Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 42%

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020





Colorado Statewide Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2019 WY2020

Current as Pct of Normal: 103%
Current as Pct of Avg: 99%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 71%
Current as Pct of Peak: 93%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 90%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 70%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 07

Colorado Statewide High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020
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Average WY2002 WY2011 WY2019 Median Maximum Mininum WY2020

Current as Pct of Average: 89%

Current as Pct of Median: 92%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 68%

Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 45%

Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 50%

Colorado Statewide High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 17, 2020
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•Precipitation Statewide
• Statewide water year precip slipped from 95 to 90% of average from since last 

month’s presentation on Feb 18th. 

• Month to date precipitation has been generally consistent across the state but 
below normal at 65% since Mar 1st.

•Statewide snowpack has decreased 11% to 104% since last month’s 
presentation

• Snowpack remains better in the northern basins

• Below average in the southern basins

•Reservoir storage remains above average in all major basins except for the 
Rio Grande and Arkansas (barely below), up from last month

• Ranging from 84-123% average storage and is 107% of average statewide

•Streamflow forecasts range from 54% (Surface Ck nr Cedaredge) to 132% 
(Spinney Res Inflow) of median values

• Dry fall precip is having implications on stream flow forecasts

• However based on March to date precip w/o a turn around fcsts will likely fall

• Have suspended Snow Surveys at manual snow courses for Apr 1 obs

• SNOTEL will continue to monitor

Summary
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Non-Discrimination Statement:

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, 

its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 

discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, 

disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 

Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 

American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA 's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) 

or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in 

languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at 

How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter 

all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call [866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form 

or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 

Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.


